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Sir Arthur Chichester, the eighth baronet, 
died at Yonlston, ndar Barnstaple, on July 
13th, in his 77th year. He is succeeded in the 
baronetey hy Captain Edward Chichester, of 
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lying in Hongkong harbour waiting for her 
relief crew, which was coming out in the 
Blenheim, but orders have now been received that 
the paying off is to be postponed and that 
the Blenheim, which arrived on Thursday, instead 
of turning her crow over to the Barfleur and 
returning with the time expired crew of the 
latter is to bold herself in readiness for im- 
mediate service. The Powerful arrived on the 
18th August and was under orders to proceed 
to Batavia to represent Great Br fain at the 
delabrations to be held in connection with the 
coronation of the Queen of Holland, but her 
drders have also been countermanded and she 
remains at Hongkong. 


DEATHS. 


At Melbourne, on the 8th July last, Mary ANNE, 
the dearly loved wife of Major Wiiit M Stokes, 
and mother of F. W. Stokes, of this tuwn. ‘Deeply 
lamented. 

At the Wesleyan Mission Hospital, Hankow, on 
the 2nd August, 1848, Epwrx Gossins. of the 
Weslevan Mission Society, of dysentery ; aged 57. 


ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


The French mail of the 15th July arrived, 
por M. M. steamer Zulus, ou the 14th August 
(30 days); and the English mail of the 22nd 
i July arrived, per P. & O. steamer Sutlej, on 
in the 19th Augnst (28 days). 


been deceived.” 


Bubonic plague has broken out at Nhatrang, 
Annam. ~The official statement is to the effect 
that only ‘a few isolated cases have occurred, but 
the Avenir du Tonkin declares its disbelief in 
the official statement and gives reasons for sup- 

osing that an epidemic of serious proportions 
is raging. The place is cut off from communi- 
cation, no vessels being allowed to call there, 
and letters have been intercepted; so that it is 
impossible to ascertain the real state of affairs 
independently. Our contemporary opines that 
the disease has originsted entirely from “the 
icrobe factory maintained at Nhatrang at 
he public expense under the name of Dr. 
ersin’s Institute.” The native assistants, 
pur contemporary goes on to say, have no 
oubt become careless; they manufactured 
icrobes in large quantity, and have them- 
elves been the firat tu fall victims to their 
wo carelessness or ignorance in cary out 
heir work, and from them the disease has been 
ontracted by others. “The epidemic thus 
ommenced is bound to make large ravages, 
for we know. that the preventive serum, the 
iscovery of which was too soon announced, 
as still to be found. Who would have thought 
that the Nhatrang Institute, established and 
maintained to protect us from gto, jrould 
have had as its final result the ints f 
this contagious disease into Indo- 
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Mer. V. Garnier, Roman Catholic Bishop, 
died at Shanghai on the 14th August... 


A Seoul despatch of the 3rd Angust, trans- 
lated by the Kobe Chronicle, states that the 
Korean Council of State has passed a resolution, 
brought forward at the recommendation of the 
Finance Department, to adopt the gold stand. 
ard. 


‘The Echo de Chine explains that the institu- 
. tion at the back of the Belgian Syndicate which 
has contracted to build the Great Western 
Railway of China is the Société Générale pour 
Favoriser |'Industrie Nationale, of Brussels, a 
yl Bank with a ‘capital of 350,000,000 francs 
2. (£14,000,000 sterling) with agencies in all the 
f great financial markets of Europe. — The Russo- 
Chinese Bank is merely actiug as its agent in 
: ‘China, and the Syndicate, according to the Echo 
.: -de Chine, is no more Russian than it would have 
5 - heen English if the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank had been appointed agent to the Belgian 
bank. = oe Se 
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came over to Hongkong -by the 


Weekly Aness ; 


Native advices from Kiukiang are to the 
effvct that a French Commission, consisting of 
three engineers and an officer, were latel 
surveying several districts in Kiangsi, an 


its direction. This officer left at onoe for 
Kwangchauwan to see what should be done. 
France, continues our contemporary, “ will have 
nothing but unpleasantness in this region 
it is peopled only by old pirates whom C 
has never been able to suppress. Itis estimated 
that for the occupation of this sorap of terri- 
tory a relatively important garrison will be. 
required and that there will notwithstaudin, 

be mach to do before the country is 
mitated and pacified. China kuew very well 
what she was doing when she ceded us the 
territory, and our diplomacy has once again 


Manila was ocoupied by the United States 
forces on the 18th Angust. The news was 
brought to Hongkong by the German cruiser 
Kaiserin Augusta on the 15th, but was not 
allowed to leak out until the following day, 
the cruiser having brought no mails exéept for 
the German and Spanish Consuls. The conse- 
quence was that the first news of the event 
reached London from Berlin and the news 
agencies wired to their correspondents in Honge 
kong for aa explanation n the 17th -the 
American despatch boat Zafiro arrived with full. 
details. It appeared the demand for surrender ‘ 

ue form, but was not acceded to, 
and the attack took place on the 13th. The 
resistance offered by the Spaniards was, how: 
ever, little more than nominal, and the Ameri- 
cans on their side were careful ia the bombard- 
ment to direct their fire only on the defences, 
so that but little damage has been done in the 
city. The fight on shore lasted about two 
hours. The American -loss was about half-a- 
dozen; the Spanish loss would be. somewhat. 
larger, though not heavy, as they simply 
back as the Americans advanced until they 
reached the walled city, when the white fisg: 
was hoisted. Governor-General Augustin, who 
had resigned his position some days befor 


Augusta and went on to Euro; 
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‘ag° bearing out what we have on many 
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“templates no fresh acquisition ” we mast 


"galt. It is possible that for the moment her 
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’ the moment the two cease to appear com- 


- adopt any measures that would seem to pro- 


’ credit for all the good intentions in the 


we have much good will for, 
‘ gympathy with, Russia in -her efforts to 


x 
THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
we place any faith in mere promises from 
®t. Petersburg. The incidents in the uego- 
tiations with regard to Port Arthur and 
Talienwan would, were other proof wanting, 
be sufficient warning of the untrustworthi- 
ness of Russian agsurances. It is well to be 
on good terms with all our neighbours, and 
it is most satisfactory when we can trust 
them, but ifwe are unable to beliove im- 
plicitly in their pledges then it is necessary 
to be prepared to rely on ourselves alone. 
We might have been more than willing to 
work with Rugsia before our most recent 
evidence of her unscrupulousness ; we must 
now be content to go cautiously, watching 
her with suspicion, though with no un- 
friendly intentions. 

The publication of this semi-official state- 
ment by the Russian Government is, how- 
ever, a useful sign of the feeling in St. 
Petersburg. There is, as we have always 
believed, uo desire on’ the part of 
Russia to become involved in war, es- 
pecially with a_ first-class Power. Russia 
has invariably preferred—and rightly so— 
to seek the attainment of her designs by 
peaceful means rather than by appeal to the 
sword. War is costly and it is not always 
safe. Russia is not at the moment prepared, 
either financially or in other ways, to go to 
war for what she believes can be secured 
with equal certainty by waiting. She has 
of late years seen her opportunity in China, 
and, backed by her very useful ally, has 
taken it, The necessity had long been fore- 
seen for an outlet for the Trans-Siberian 
Railway in Manchuria, and China’s ex- 
tremity became Russia’s opportunity. Hav- 
ing obtained permission to make the 
railway through Manchuria so readily, 
Russia thought, and not unnaturally, that’ 
the time had arrived to make a bold stroke 
for a port, and it was made boldly. The re- 
sult was a success beyond, probably, what 
M. MuravierF had dared to hope for. 
But gbeyond this point the Czar’s Gov- 
ernment are evidently not prepared 
to go—at present. ‘This is what is 
meant by the statement just given .to the 
world. Russia has no quarrel with Great 
Britain, has no wish to interfere with her 
trade or commercial enterprise in Chiua. 
Itis not in any sense a backing down, but 
it is au acknowledgment that she is not 
prepared to fight for any point over which 
she may disagree with Creat Britain. The 
statement may no doubt be construed even 
in a larger sense. Lt probably means that 
whatever Great Britain may demand from 
China, however much Russia may secretly 
disapprove, yet she will not actively oppose 
it. \Which means, too, that if France 
chooses to cry out against concessions to 
Great Britain she may do so as loudly as 
she chooses, but Russia-will not lift a hand 
to help to make that outcry effective. 

FRANCE AND THE CANTON- 
KOWLOON RAILWAY. 
(Daily (ress, 13th August). 

The twisting of the lion’s tail goes merrily 
on. The latest report, disseminated by the 
Shanghai correspondent of the Timea, is to 
the effect that the French Minister has 
protested to the Taungli Yamen against the 
negotiations for constructing A railway from 
Kowloon to Canton by Messrs. JARDINE, 
Matnesox & Co., alleging that Kwangtung 
ig in the French sphere. If there be any 
truth in the:report it is to be hoped that it 
will be made very clear to France that it is 
not within her sphere to interfere with legi- 
timate British enterprise either in K wang- 
tung or. elsewhere and that if she makes 
herself obnoxious disagreeable consequences 
may cusue. The effrontery of the alleged 


A 
RUSSIA’S POLICY 1N CHINA. 
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(Daily Press, 19th August.) 
The semi-official Russian statement tele- 
Reuter is of equal interest 
and importance. It is of interest as coming 
from an inspired source, and it is important 


occasions asserted, that if England only 
grips the Muscovite nettle boldly it will 
prove innocuous and harmless. The state- 
ment is to the effect that ‘Russia is. solely 
anxious to secure her recently gained ad- 
vantages in the Far East, that she con- 
templates no fresh acquisitions, and does 
not desire to injure the economic interests 
of Great Britain. No doubt Russia’s first 
and most pressing auxiety is to see the 
Trans-Siberian Railway completed, and, of 
course, carried to an unfrozen port. This 
port she has now obtained, for Port Arther 


terminus of the Great Russian highway. It 


all ber vast resources, will be able to bring 
her Siberian lines all into working order, 
‘and when this is satisfactorily completed, it 
ja not improbable that the main item of 
ithe Russian dream will have been realised. 
When, however, Russia says “she con- 


toke the announcement with a grain of 


hands are sufficiently full, and she thinks 
that she needs all her energies for the de- 
velopment of the territory slre has leased or 
otherwise acquired from China in Manchu- 
ria, But the time will come, we doubt. 
not, when she will find it desirable to ask 
-for the remainder ofthe Manchurian heritage 
of the Ta-tsing dynasty. Just at the mo- 
ment it might not be easy of assimilation, 
but when the railway is in full working 
order it will only seem the natural com- 
plement of the territory lately secured. It 
would also be folly to ignore the fact tHnt, 
at-no distant day, Russia will wish to absorb 
Kashgaria, part of which (Kuldja) she was 
compelled to disgorge through the energetic 
aetion of CHANG CHIH-TUNG, when he 
denounced the Treaty made by CHANG 
How, which agreement had left the pro- 
vince in the hands of the Czar. 

The assertion that Russia does not desire 
to injure the economic interests of Great 
Britain must be taken for what it is worth. 
No doubt the Russian Government have no 
wish, so long as England does not worry 
them, and so long as English interests do 
pot clash with those of Russia, to cause 
injury to British commercial interests. , But 


that moment Russia would be ready 


patible, 
for her own advantage and to 


to: scheme 


-mise‘to further her ends. Consideration for 
British interests, we may be sure, will not 
weigh with Russia. when in the pursuit of 
her own carefully laid plans, which she 
pursues 80 patiently, pertinaciously, and 
sagacicusly, it is evident that other con- 
siderations must prevail. It would be 
folly, therefore, to be led off our straight 
course by any red herring that the 
Czar’s Ministers may choose to-trail over 
the scent. We may give M. MuRAVIEFF 


world, we may meet him with the friendliest 
language, and we may respond: most freely 


to all his assurances of good will—for indeed 
and not-a little 


extend her commerce—but we should never 
make the mistake of relying on them, Even 

_ treaty stipulations, as we have seen in recent 
ears, are not too sacred to be broken by: 
‘ascovite hands; how much less, then, can” 


nrotast is almost too transcendent for belief, 


happening in the Far. East. 
Lord SALtssury seems fully alive to°the - 
necessity of protecting and supporting British 

enterprise, 
to-day informs us that instructions to-resist . 
preferential treatment of foreign subjects in 

trade were sent to Sir CLiupE MacDonaLp 
in March and that renewed particular ins 
structions in reference to railway con-” 
cessions were sent on the 13th July. These 
“particular instructions’ were no doubt 

dictated by the 

Newehwang line, 
had 
the Canton and Kowloon line. 
evident now, since the question of in- 
ternational spheres: has been -raised, that 
the latter line must be made forthwith, in 
order to effectively assert the rights of Great 
Britain and of this colony. 
of seeing Hongkong cut off from land com- 

munication with Canton except by. some 

problematical French railway of the distant 
future would be too intolerable to be enter- 

tained for 2 moment. 
immediate construction of a British line, if 
there were any difficulty in raising the 
necessary capital on the basis of an ordinary 
commercial undertaking, both Great Britain 
and the colony of Hongkong might fairly 
be asked to contribute towards it, either in 


subscribing part of the 
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at present” 


ut very atrange things are 
Fortunately 


Reuter’s telegram published 


dispute concerning: the 
but may also have 
the question of. 


some bearing on 
It. is 


The idea - - 


In support of the 


the way of 9 guarantee of interest or. by 
capital. As a 
matter of fact, however, we believe the 
undertaking has already a sufficient fin- 
ancial backing, and if it is placed on the open 
market ag a public company no doubt 
the shares will be subscribed for many 
times over. It is to be hoped, however, that 
the line will not stop at Canton. Not 
only should it be extended northwards to 
connect with the northern railway system, 
but also westward to Nanning, where it 
might perhaps meet the French line, if . 
the latter ever materialises. 

France’s protests, however, if any have 
been made, will perhaps evaporate as readily 
as Ruasia’s in reference to the Newchwang 
line. It was stated the other day that 
Russia had threatened thatifthe Newchwang 
contract with the Hongkong and Shanghat 
Bank were carried out she might require 
the -province of Ili or Kuldja og compen- 
sation. Thereupon the Chinese: Govern-. 
ment were informed that Great Britain 
would support them against any Power 
committing an act of aggression on China 
for permitting British subjects to construct: 
or support railways or any public works. 
The telegram published to-day states that 
China has expressed her gratitude for Great 
Britain’s support, but adds that no aggres- 
aion has been threatened. It does not 
follow that as a matter of fact threats have 
not been held out. It ia not an uncommon 
thing in police courts for a complainant, 
either under the influence of terrorism or of 
substantial inducement, to withdraw the. 
allegations made at the commencement of - 
the ense. China may be in a somewhat — 
similar position and may have reason to- 
think that she had better not bear 
tales against her powerful northern neigh- 
bour, leat it be remembered against her 
in the distant future. 


by Mr. Paviorr at Peking have of © 
late been too frequent and categorical - 
to admit of the beliot ‘that they are al-: 
together without foundation. It 18 possible 
the threata may not have been reduéed to 

writing and that even 
words they may have been so wrapped =; 
up as to admit of their being: explained 
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away, but certain it is that, “whatever 
the means employed, Mr. Paviorr 
had. succeeded in establishing a complete 
“funk ” amongst the mandarins at Peking. 
Whether the promises of British support 
have sufficed to remove that unfortunate 
condition is, we fear, doubtful, but what- 
ever the feelings of the Peking Govetnment 
-may be, and however our rivals may rage 
about it, British enterprise in China must 
have free course. 


KWANCGCHAUWAN AND FRENCH 
DESIGNS IN SOUTH CHINA. 
reese ener 
(Daily Press, 17th August.) 

It is now nearly two months ago that we 
reproduced froma Tonkin contemporary a 
statement to the effect that the French 
cruiser Duguay Trouin had got into K wang- 
chauwan ou a high tide and was unable to 
get out again. According to latest reports 
the vessel is still there, though whether 
really bar-bound or not we would not like 
tosay. It is evident that there is a strong 
party amongst the French that takes an 
unfavourable view of the new possession, 
and possibly the members of that party 
taay spread exaggerated reports concerning 
its alleged disadvantages, just as there were 
found amongst English experts, or alleged 
experts, sone who declared that the. larger 
vessels of our own fleet would be unable 
to enter Weihaiwei. It would seem, how-' 
ever, from the  persiste:csy of the re- 
ports with reference to K wangchauwan, 
that théy must really rest on some 
foundation of fact. In the case of Weibai- 
wei the report that large vessels could not 
safely negotiate the channel was promptly 
falsified by the whole fleet going in, but in 
the case of Kwangchauwan not only is it 
stated that the Duguay Trouin is still bar- 
bound there, but one of the latest issues of 
the Courrier de Saigon received states that 
the Vauban has for three months past been 
unsuccessfully trying to get in, and this in 
the south-west monsoon, when the tides are 
more favourable: than in the north-west 
monsoon. 

We can hardly suppose that the French, 
when they negotiated the lease of the bay, 
were entirely ignorant of its characteristics. 
What, then, was their object in taking 
it, if, as alleged, it is of little or no value 
ag) a naval station’ The answer is not 
far to seek. I*rance wanted to have 
a point @appui from which she might 
advatice hinterland claims and so establish 
a sphere of interest, with the object of ex- 
cluding British trade and enterprise. It 
has been suggested—unofficially, it is true, 
but perhaps not without official cognisance 
—that she should also occupy the island of 
St. John’s, which would bring her still nearer 
to Hongkong and to the region which finds 
its commercial outlet at’ Hongkong. Now, 
St. John’s has no harbour at all for ocean 
going vessels, and if its occupation were 
decided upon it could only be with the object 
of making it another point from which 
to exercise political influeice on the- 
mainland. The territorial disputes between 
France and Great Britain in Africa have 
been happily settled, but it looks now as 
though the seeds of a similar series of 
disputes were being sown in South China. 
It is said France is bidding for the Canton 
and Hankow Railway and that she objects 
to an English Company constructing the 
Canton and Kowloon line. Possibly it 
might be easier to arrive at an amicable 
arrangement with France now, while the 
dispute is in its incipient stage, than when 


- it has assumed a more acute form. We the 
would not be disposed: to pay any-very high ! public in general. 
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CHINA 
price to buy our rival off, but Great Britain 
might perhups not unreasonably undertake 
not to make any railways upon the Tonkin 
boundary line or to compete with French 
enterprise in that particular region, provided 
that France on her part undertook to keep 
clear of the Kowloon hinterland, which 
must be considered to extend ns far as Canton. 


1HE HONGKONG. AND SHANGHAI 
BANK AND THE GOLD STANDARD. 


te 
(Daily Press, 15th August.) 

The meeting of shareholders of the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Bank on Saturday was, 
as was to be expected in view of the magni- 
ficent report presented, of a very harmonious 
character, and the Chairman's statement 
that the prosperous and sound position in 
which the Bank now stunds reflects the 
greatest credit upon the far-sighted and 
conscientious management of the Chief 
Manager, Mr. Jackson, secured a hearty 
endorsement. The next meeting will be 
looked forward to with even greater in- 
terest, for it is the intention then to deal 
with the profits resulting from the last 
two Chinese loans, which are as yet un- 
appropriated, and to raise the reserve fund 
to $10,000,000, which at an exchange of 2s. 
will represent £1,000,000, and to invest 
the same in sterling securities. As Mr, 
WHEALLER remarked in seconding the 
adoption of the report, ‘‘hopes are 
“raised that ere long it may be 
“possible while still adding to the strength 
“ofthe Bank’s position, to add to the usual 
“dividend an occasional bonus.” Per- 
haps, were it not for the exchange spectre, 
we might even look for some permanent en- 
hancement of the dividend, which would be 
better than an occasional bonus, but so long 
as the Bank’s capital is exposed to shrinkage 
by the decline of exchange so long will it 
ve necessary to go on adding to the reserve to 
an extent that might be deemed unnecessary 
were the capital in a stable currency. The 
chairman said on Saturday that with a re- 
serve fund of £1,000,000 they would b2 inde- 
pendent of silver, whatever the future might 
have in store for it, for they would then virtu- 
ally havetwo capitals, one, the ordinary capi- 
tal. of $10,000,000 in silver, and the other the 
reserve of ten millions of dollars at-2s., say, 
£1,000,000 in gold. But we must contess 
we do not see how the Bank will be in- 
dependeut of silver. It will have at the 
end of the present year in its capital and 
reserve fund the equivalent of two mil- 
lion sterling, but one half of this being in - 
silver will be exposed to shrinkage by 
depreciation and at the end of five or ten 
years may represent only half a million 
sterling instead of the full million. In 
view of this danger prudence would 
seem to indicate that the reserve fund 
should be added to in such proportion 
as may be necessary to keep the reserve and 
capital together up to the sterling figure 
of two millions, and that no bonus or in- 
crease of dividend should be thought of un- 
til the amount required to make good the 
loss by depreciation of silver has been set 
aside. A gold standard would eliminate this 
risk of loss by exchange from the business 
of the colony, and we should like to see the 
Bank, as one of the institutions chicfly 
affected by it, declaring in favour of 
the change. The Bank, we believe, gives 
its employés exchange compeusation, and 
if silver pure and simple is not cunsidered 
a good enough currency in which to pay 
the Bank’s own salaries we fail to see how 
it can be cousidered such an excellent thing 
for the areneldees or for the trading 
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SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR. 
THE PEACE PROTOCOL SIGNED. 


Hongkong, 15th August. 

The war between Spain and America may’ 
now be said to have come to a conclusion, Con. 
sul-General Wildman receiving official intima- 
tion from the State, Navy, and War depart- 
ments of the United States that tho peace 
protocol had been signed. He subsequently 
received President MoKinley's proclamation 
declaring au armistice. The instructions sent 
to Admiral Dewey and General Werritt are to 
occupy Manila Bay, harbour, and city, to cease 
hostilities, and to raise the blockade. Mr. Wild- 
man at once began to look round for means to 
convey the news to Manila, ultimately arrang- 
ing for the Australian liner Australia, whio 
left here on Saturday night, to call in at Manila 
with the news on her way to Australia. It is 
to be hoped she arrives before the assault on 
Manila, so that the great bloodshed which that 
assault would entail will be avoided. 

A H epee: Smerican Commission is to be 
appointed to decide upon the future govern- 
ment of the Philippines, The constitution of 
this Commission has not yet been made public, 
but that it will nace Admiral Dewey, Sense 
al Meritt, Consul-Genoeral Wildman, and Con- 
sul Williams goes without saying. 


THE “KAISERIN AUGUSTA" AR- 
RIVES IN: HONGKONG. 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL AUGUSTINE, 
HIS WIFE AND FAMILY ABOARD. 


Hongkong, 16th August. 

At noon yesterday the German oruiser Kai- 
serin Augusta arrived in the harbour from 
Manila. Naturally those aboard-of her were at 
once asked how things wore at Manila—who- 
ther the Americans had taken possession or not 
—but beyond saying that there was no change 
no one would vouchsafe any information. With 
the exception of a package for the German 
Consulate the cruiser brought no mail. 

Later in the afternoon it oozed out that the 
Spanish Governor-General of the Philippines 
and his wife and children had arrived 2 the 
Kaiserin Augusta. At first we were disposed 
to treat the report as an idle rumour, but we 
subsequently found out that it was quite ocor- 
rect. A representative of the Datly Press 
waited upon His Fixcellency in the hope of ob- 
taining some explanation. The Spanish Con- 
sul here (Senor Navarro) was with him, and 
kindly interpreted the request. The Goverzior- 
General, however, though exceedingly courteous, 
would say nothing except that he was going 
home as soon as possible, 


MANILA FALLS AFTER TWO 
HOURS’ FIGHTING. 


THE CITY LITTLE DAMAGED, 


LOCAL FILIPPINOS CONGRATULATE 
PRESIDENT McKINLEY. 


Hongkong, 17th August. 

As the Kaiserin Augusta, which arrived in 
the harbour at about one o'clock on Monda 
noon, brought no American or English mi 
from Manila, very little information -could be 
obtained at first as to what was ng lace in 
the beleagured city. The German an Spanish 
consuls were the only persous who received any 
despatches. They, however, would divulge 
nothing and, as we stated in our issue of yea- 
terday morning, Governor-General Augustin, 
who came over in the cruiser, declined to sa 
anything except that he was going home: 
that could be got out of the offloers and 
men of the Kaiserin Augusta was that there 
was no change, the inference being that the 
Spaniards still held their ground and that it 
was more than probable that the news ofthe 
signing of the ce protocol would reach 
Admiral Dewey before the Americans made 
their final move on the city. This waa‘a view - 
which gave much satisfaction in Hongkong in 
consequence of the bloodshed which would: thus 
be avoided. ee 

Unfortunately, however, it turned ont. 
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we learned from an authoritative source that 
Manila had been bombarded by the American 
fleet and had surrendered. As yet the full par- 
ticularsare not forthcoming, nor will they beuntil 
the American despatches arrive, but sufficient: 
is known to make it apparent that the Spani- 
ards made a gallant stand and that the Ameri- 
cans did not find it so easy to take the city as 
. they anticipated. It would appear that on 
‘Friday last it was made known to those in 
‘ Manila that the culminating struggle would 
take place on the following day. Consequently 
many of the foreign residents took refuge in 
the vessels at hand in the Bay in preparation 
for such a contingency. At half-past eight on 
Saturday morning the surrender of the city was 


i. formally demanded by General Merritt. who gave 


. the Spaniards an hourin which tothink the matter 
: over. Asat the end of this time the Spanish flag 
‘had not been hauled down, the order to advance 
‘to the attack was given. It was at this junc- 
iture that Governor-General Augustin, who had 
resigned the military command ten days before, 
got on toa German launch with his wife and 
family and was conveyed to the Kaiserin Augusta 
and taken aboard. Admiral Dewey and his 
ships deployed along the front of the city, but 
with the object of saving the buildings as muchas 
possible they directed their fire on to the Spanish 
defences on the outskir{s. Consequently except 
onthe outskirts and immediate vicinity compar- 
atively little damage was done. In the mean- 
time the Californian Regimeut moved forward, 
and, making a grand rush carried the first line 
of \defence at the point of the bayonet. 
When they came to the second line the 
Spaniards made a stubborn resistance, and the 
assault was not made until reinforcements had 
- come up. Then the Spaniards were driven 
into the walled city, where they were so hotly 
pressed that their commander, seeing that fur- 
ther resistance was useless, displayed the white 
flag and formally surrendered to his conquerors. 
The scene which ensued on the American 
ships and in the American ranks may be to 
some @xtent imagined, but we shall have to 
wait until some eye-witness tells his story 
before -we can get an adequate description. 

As goon as the climax had been reached the 
Kaiserih Augusta weighed anchor and turned 
her head toward« Hongkong, where she arrived 
in 40 hours—a record passage. 

The German and French vessels had, we 
understand, taken up a position in the Bay 
same considerable distance away from the 
American) fleet, 

THE INSURGENTS CONGRATULATE 
PRESIDENT McKINLEY. 

On-Monday Agoncillo, High Commissioner 
and Ambdssador Extraordinary representing 
the Provisional Government of the Philippine 
Islands, toewavded through Consul-General 
Wildman a telegram to President McKinley 
in the name of the Filippino Junta in Heng- 
kong and in that of its President, Emelio 
Aguinaldo, congratulating him on the success- 
ful termination of the war, commending the oc- 
onpancy of Manila by the Americans, and 
adding, “I assure the United States of the 
allegiance and unquestioning support of our 

.people, and pbtition that we be granted one or 
more representatives on the Commission that 
is to decide the future of the Philippines.” 

A congratulatory telegram has also been sent 
to President .McKinley on behalf of the 
wealthy Filippinos in Hongkong, headed by 
the Cortes amd Basa families, the following 
words occurring in the message, “The Ameri- 
can blood shed on Philippine soil seals the 
islands to America for ever.” 


i 


\ —————— 
ARRIVAL OF THE “ZAFIRO:" 
. MORE NEWS, OF LAST SATURDAY'S 
-  QPERATIONS.— - 
ONLY A FORMAL RESISTANCE BY 
-. THE SPANIARDS. 


~ - | Hongkong, 18th August. 
Information was received in the city yester- 
‘day morning that ithe Zafiro had passed Cape 
“D*Aguilar, and at' about noon several officers 
from-:the ship~artived in the city aad were 
surprised to learn df the signing of the psace 
rotocol, stating that the vessel had anchored 


a ‘Junk Bay bocayse it was thought thatthe 
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United States-and Spain were still belligerents, 
intending to come into British waters to-day. 
In the meantime|the weather got sé bad that 
it was impossible to get the mails off, as no 
launches could bq hired, the owners being afraid 
to risk them, and in consequence the despatches 
will not be delivdred until to-day. 

Captain Maclean, of the Zafiro, informs us, 
however, that the Americans practically walked 
into Manila on Saturday last, and that the 
story of the Spaniards having made a desperate 
resistance was untrue, the resistance being more 
formal than otherwise. The operations all 
took placa on ‘the Malate side of the city 
Here the Spaniards had two lines’ of defences. 
The first line consisted of a trench running 


‘parallel with Mialate River, and behind this 


was Malate fort,)on one side of which was a 
trench running down to the beach, and on the 
other a sand bag arrangement extending into 
the bushes. The American trench was on the 
other side of the river parallel with these. 

Said Captain Maclean:—‘It was abont 
half-past nine on Saturday morning when we 
got under weigh, aud about a quarter of au | 
hour afterwards we reached our position, a 
position from which we could sweep both the 
Spanish lines; We immediately opened 
fire, special attention being directed to 
the fort. and for half-an-hour our guns were 
haudled vigorously. At the end of this time 
the fort and the flimsy defences adjoiniug were 
almost knocked to pieces. 

“Then the trdops, under General Andersen, 
signalled that they were going to advance, and 
we ceased firing|for a time. The troops waded 
across the river and walked up the beach 
towards the nearer Spanish trench as calmly as 
ifAhey were going to luncheon. Practically 
af effort was made to stay their progress, and 

hen they reached the trench they found it 
unoccupied, the Spaniards having previously 
retired. The flect again began to fire, and 
the Spaniards made a feeble attempt at reply- 
ing, but they did but li(tle damage, and soon 
retired into the|walled city, leaving the fort in 
the hands of our troops. Immediately after- 
wards the white flag was hoisted, and the 
firing ceased. : : 

“Then the figet moved off to the old city and 
our troops moved forward, a squad being left 
here and there en roufe where it was thought 
advisable. .When we reached the old city we 
caught sight of a launch displaying a white 
flag, and General Merritt sent Lientenant 
Whitter and! Admiral: Dewey Lieutenant 
Bromley to see what was wanted. Subsequently 
General Merritt went ashore and received the 
formal capitulation. 

“Tam uot aware that the insurgents took 
part in the operations. They are being kept 
outside the city). | 

“T do not think the escape of the Governor- 
General was kuown to any of our leaders. He 
was not in charge of the city at the time, hav- 
iug resigned several days before. 

“With regard to the killed and wounded, I 
am not aware |that the Americans lost more 
than half-a-dozen. The Spanish loss would, of 
course, be greater.” 


GETTING READY FOR THE INVA. 
SION OF MANILA. 


A Hongkong correspondent who signs him- 
self “One of them,” has sent the following 
amusing letter|to the Shunghai Daily Press :— 

“Tbe American transport Zafiro has: come 
and gone and &till no definite news about the 
fall of Manila.) There is a large gathering of 
“ Harpies’ here, all waiting for the fall of 
Manila. One set has a thousand cases of whisky 
and 1,609 hareela of beer; enough to make the 
army and navy drunk fora month. Another 
sent over in a chartered steamer 6,000 bags of 
flour, but the vessel brought back 5,000. The 
Pasig, which was caught with arms on board 


| for the insurgents, had loaded 100 tons of ice 


also and cleared for Tientsin but was stopped 
and is lying at} Whampoa, near Canton, with 
the 50 barrels) of beer sent by Schlitz to 
the U.S. navy for the ith of July. By 
the way, th@ Captain of the Pasig is 
Captain Ellis. well known in Shanghai. 

“ Still another set wants to buy Corregidor 
Island and make a summer resort of it and 
another wisheg to buy the Alhambra (?) for a 
concert hall. (Contractors of all kinds are 
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gathered here, one wanting to feed the army, 
another the navy, others the cowboys, still 
others to build berracks, raise the sunken 
steamers, buy mining concessions, and in fact 
anything that may come up. Three separate | 
sets are organizing steamer lines for the Islands. 


“ One party is here with 60 head of cows ‘and © | 


as soon as the American flag goes up over the 
city he will start a largo dairy. There ara 15 
steamer loads of provisions lying here ready ~ 
for shipment to Manila. The fare there ranges 
from 150 to 750 dollars, but at present it is al- 
most impossible to clear for that place without 
being turned back. The Hotels are all full of — . 
pioneers ready to get off though. By the time . 
this reaches you I also shall be off for Manila, 
and if the U.S. Army and Navy does‘not take 
the city we will see what we can do.” - 


THE “IRENE “ INCIDENT IN SUBIU 
BAY. 


An official despatch from the Board of Com- 
imand of the Second Division of the German 
Asiatic Squadron has been sent from Tsintau ~ 
(where the Zrene is now stalioued) to the German 
Consulate at Shanghai. The purpose of the dés- 
patch is {o correct the erroneous statements 
published in the China Guzette of the 13th July 
and the N. C. Daily News of the 14th July 
concerning the sending of the Jrene to Isla 
Grande in Eubic Bay. It has been officially 
established that the Irene went to Isla Grande 
to bring away distressed Spanish women and 
children, and that she.there accidentally encoun- 
tered the insurgent steamer Filipinas. This 
steamer, without any demand on the part of the 
Germans, offered to allow herself to be searched, 
an offer of which the Drene did not, however, avail 
herself. Tho Filipinas then left of her own 
accord, and the Irene subsequently left the 
island, having taken on board the women and 
children. On her way back to Manila she 
passed outside the bay two American cruisers, 
neither of which communicated with her. Ac- 
cording to this account we see that the Drene 
was engaged only in the cause of humanity, and 
did not in the slightest degree infringe the 
rules of neutrality. Any other interpretation 
of the facts can only be the result of an en- 
deavour to sow the seeds of misunderstanding- 
between the Germans and the Americans. 


‘In the Shanghai Waily Press of July Ist a . 
telegram from dongkong was published, stating 
that at a picnic given by the officers of the Irene 
at which some of the higher Spanish officers 
were present as guests, the captain of the 
German warship had delivered a political speech 
aguinst the annexation of the Philippines by the 
United States. We are authorised to state 
that all the data of this telegram are purel 
fictitious. It is uutrue that any picnic took 
place on board the Jrene at which Spanish officers 
were present, and it is also untrue that the 
captain of the Zrene made any speech in the 
presence of Spanish officvers.— Der Ostasiatische 


Lloyd. 


The death occurred a few days ago of a well- 
‘known Nagasaki celebrity, who through intem- - 
perance has joined the ranks of the great 
majority. We allude to Jack, the sailors’ dog, 
reference to whom has often been made in 
these colamns, Duriug the course of a brief 
but somewhat checkered career, Jack has been 
the means of saving the lives of two persons in 
Eastern waters,—one at Hongkong and the 
other round the islands at the entrance to Na- 
gasakiharbour. Jack first arrived in Nagasaki . 
nearly two years ago on H. M. S. Archer, but 
finding life on shore more congenial to his 
nature, be promptly jumped ship, and eventually 
followed the calling of a beachcomber. It 
appears that a few days ago Jack in the course . 
of his wanderings fell in with a party of men-- 
of-war's men, With whom he had a good time. © 
The sailors succeeded in making the dog hope- - 
lessly intoxicated, and this resulted in the loss 
of the use of his hind limbs. Massage was 


resorted to, but in vain; and after a short time -. 


poor Jack succumbed, a victim to intemperance. 
Two or three days prior to his death, Jack 
swam off to H.M.S. Bonaventure, which at 


that time was lying on the other side of the.” J 


harbour.—Nagasaki Press. 
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HONGKONG LEGISUATIVE 
COUNCIE. 


z ——--_—_@—___—_ 
On Monday afternoon, 15th August, a meet- 
ing of the Hongkong Legislative Council was 


_ held in the Council Chamber at the Government 


Offices, there being present :— 

His ExceLLency the AcTING GOVERNOR 
(Major-General Black, C.B., Officer Comman- 
ding the Troops.) 5 

Hon: T. SencomBe Smiru (Acting Colonial 
Secretary.) 

Hon. W. M. Goopman (Attorney-General.) 

Hon. R. Murray Romsey (Harbour 
Master.) _ 

Hon. F. H. May, C.M.G. (Captain Snuper- 
intendent of Police.) 

Hon. A. M. Txomson (Acting Colonia) 
Treasurer.) 

Hon. R.-D. Ormesy (Director of Public 
Works.) : 

Hon. C, P. Carer, C.M.G. 

Hon. Ho Kat. 

Hon. T. H. Wei red Ean. 

' Hon. E. R. BeEutiros, C.M.G. 

Hon. J. J. BELL-IRVING. 

Hon. Wet Yux. 

’ Mr. J. G. T. Buckyr (Clerk of Councils.) 
MINUTES, 

‘The minutes of the previous meeting were 

read and adopted as a correct record: 
; FINANCIAL MINUTES, | 

On the motion of the Acting CoLoNraL 
SECRETARY, seconded by the Actina@: COLONIAL 
TREASURER, financial minutes Nos. 10 and 11 
were referred to the Finance Committee. 

AN OPEN SPACE AT KOWLOON.TO BE 
PRESERVED. 

AN INTERESTING RELIC OF ANTIQUITY. 

Hon, Ho Kar—In accordance with the notice 
I gave at the last meeting of the ‘Council, I 
have much pleasure in moving the follow- 
ing resolution :—‘That it is desirable in the 
interests of the public that thei piece of 
ground situate at British Kowloon ani general- 
ly known as ‘Sung Wong Toi’ or ‘Sung 
Wong T'ong’, together with a certain area of 
land surrounding and adjacent thereto as 
delineated and marked red on the annexed pln, 
should not be let for building or other purposes, 


- but should be reserved for the benefit of the 


public in perpetuity, and that the same should 
be delimited and marked off and jkept in 
good order by the Public Works Department 
of this colony.” I have included| in my 
resolution both of the names given to the place, 
viz.,—'Sung Wong Toi,” which means a|tower of 
observation ofa King of Sung, and “Sung Wong 
T’ong,” which means hall of a King of Sung—in 
order to prevent misunderstanding. The exact 
designation of the placeseemed to be in doubt, and 
_I thought it wise in order to fix the place more 
particularly to give both terms. I think my- 
self that “Sung Wong Toi,” a place of pbserva- 
tion of a King of Sung, is the right definition ; 
but seeing that the other name was adapted by 
certain European Chinese scholars, such as Dr. 
Hitel, I thought it best to put both aames in 
my resolution. In moving this resolution I am 
guided by several motives and reasons. My 
principal motive is to preserve an editional open 
space for the colony of Hongkong and its'depen- 
dencies. It may seem to be looking foo far 


‘ahead, as it were, at this time of the day to 


reserve an open space for British Kowloon, 
.where the population is not very great, but tak- 
ing into consideration the rapid growth of 
Hongkong itself, from the barren rock of 50 
years ago to a most thickly-populated place — 
more thickly populated per square mile, 1 
should say, than any other city in the he 
I do not think we are looking so far ahead after 
all in preserving this piece of ground for.the 
benefit of the public of Hongkong and Kow- 
loon. Knowing as we do the Chinese, jeheir 
love of British liberty and protection, and'their 
great appreciation of British justice and fair 
play, we can tell I think beforehand that in a 


quired by the British Government, togpther 
with British Kowloon, be administered |with 


whole place will be oconpied, and that Kowloon 
will soon become a centre of eopue tradd and 
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—(hear, hear)—a cénize which will rival: 
Hongkong itself in prosperity and growth. 
Therefore, I think that after all we are not 
looking too far ahead in reserving a 
lace of exercise and recreation for a 
uture generation. My next reason in pro- 
posing this reer is that I wish to 
preserve for the colony of Hongkong a 
monument of some antiquity. There stands 
on this spot a large stone with an inscription 
upon it close npon 600 or over 60 years old. 
Everywhere in this colony wa meet with new 
objects—inventions of' modern civilisatign—but | 
in this one spot we can gaze upon a monument 
of over 600 years old—(hear, hear)—and al- 
though I am not a very great admirer of anti- 
quity still at the same time I think we owe it 
to ourselves and to the public of Hongkong to 
see that this partodlar spot is preserved. 
(Hear, hear.) My third reason for wishing 
to preserve this: piece of ground is to carry out 


the stipulation which the Chineso Government | 
| made when Kowloon was leased and finally 


ceded to Great Britain. If you refer to old 
papers you will find that a stipulation was con- 
tained in the treaty ceding Kowloon that this 
spot, Sung Wong Toi, together with the hill 
on which it stands, should be reserved for ever. 
This stipulatiou has not been carried ont. We 
hare not dove anything with the site, but I 
think the stipulation has been lost sight of 
more or less. [ think these are good and suffl- 
cient reasons for preserving the site and 
for keeping our promise as to the pre- 
servation of the plade. I think the inhabit- 
ants of Victoria donot know this place suf- 
ficiently well, and I would like to refer them to 
the history of Hongkong by Dr. Eitel, where, 
on pages 129 and 130, there is a short and in- 
teresting acconnt of the very spot I propose to 
reserve, As everybody can get access to this 
work, I will not detain you by reading the passage 
to which I refer, paeienlany as most of us have 
already had the pleasure of hearing it read by 
the honourable gentléman opposite (Hon. T. H. 
Whitehead). Itis to your Excellency we owe 
a pleasant afternoon|s outing to this spot, and 
when this resolution is passed and car- 
ried out, I hope the: public of Hengkong will 
pay avisit tothis place. Iam sure they will 

@ amply repaid for their trouble. They 
can satisfy their curiosity and add to their 
knowledge of local matters. They will find 
there ancient entrenchments and encampments 
from which they will learn good deal of 
ancient history—how the people who then occu- 
pied the land fortified themselves. Here the 
geologist can find prane specimens of Hongkong 
granite, the best kind of stone. hundreds of 
tons in weight. Anyone fond of ancient in- 
scriptions will find |there lines inscribed on 
rock which will satisfy abundantly his taste in 
that respect ; and, furthermore, if he is fond of 
mythology he will also find there something 
which will satisfy |him. There is a story 
that when the King of Sung was hurrying 
away from the |spot to avoid capture 
he left his girdle} behind and it petrified 
and became fixed to the rock and formed a belt 
half round it. Of cdurse Iam not saying this 
is genuine. (Hear, heat) In conclusion I can 
only say that a very pleasant afternoon can be 
Spent upon this spot! (Hear, hear.) 

Hon. War A YUK seconded. : 

The Director oF Pustic Worxs—TI have 
much pleasure in supporting the resolution. 
It would be something more than a pity to 
destroy this interesting rel’: .f the past, about 
the only historical] relic, as it were, in the 
vicinity of: Hongkong. The only commercial 
value of thé spot wenld be as a granite quarry. 
Granite and other good building stone happens 
to ba a thing with which we are particularly rich 
in the colony, while jn the territory about to be 
leased by China to England there is sufficient 
excellent granite and other good building stone 
to last for a great mpuy centuries and for half 
a dozen places besides Hongkong. For that 
reason I think we can very well spare this spot 
and ut the same time pr serve this interesting 
relic. 

Hon. T. H. Wuireneap—The resolation 
bas my hearty support, but I think it would be 
interesting to the members of the Council if 


the hon. member wonld give us the details as to 
the promise given by the British Government 


to the Chinese Government with reference to 
this spot. Was it in writing or was it verbal ? 


| {0 provide for the reservation of certain land at 


157. 

Hon. Ho Kat—You will find the following - °- 
on page 129 of Dr. Eitel's history :—"“ Whenthe 
Peninsula was leased and subsequently ceded to — 
the British Crown, the Chinese Government 
specially stipulated that the rock inscription 
and the whole hill should remain untouched.” . 
(Hear, hear.) ‘ . 

The resolution was then put and carried 
unanimonsly. 

REPORT OP THE FINANCE COMMITTEE, 
The AcTING COLONIAL SECRETAKY laid on 
the table finance report No. 3. 

NATURALISATION OF OHINESE, 

The first readings of Bills for the naturalisa- 
tion of CUhan Li Choy alias Chan Chun Chuen, 
of Leung Luk, alias .Leung Cheung Soy * 
and Li Chung, aliag Li Chan Shing, were 
pussed. 

THRE RECREATION GROUND FOR, CAUSEWAY 
BAY, 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL-—I beg to propose 

the first reading of a Bill entitled an ordinance - 


‘Causeway Bay asa recreation ground and for 
making of regulations as to its use. 

Hon. T. WH. Whitehead seconded. 

Carried unanimously. 

His ExcRLLENCY—The Council have already 
given their opinion upon this matter, so I do 
not see why it should not be absolutely recorded 
on the minutes of the Council. . : 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I move that the 
standing orders be spspended in order that 
this BiJl may be read a second time to-day. - 
The matter has already been bronght before 
the Counoil by resolution, it being rosolved by 
the Legislative Conucil that it was desirable . 
in the interest of the public that the land. men. 
tioned in this Ordinance should be reserved 
as «+N open space and appropriated for the 
purpose of recreation, and that the sanction 7 
of the Secretary of State should be asked for oe 
the introduction of an Ordinance giving the 
Governor in Council power to make regulations 
from time to time as to the uses of the land re- 
served and to enforce such regulations by suit- 
able -penalties. That sanction was asked for _ 
and has been granted. Tho Secretary of State 
suggested, however, that tho right should be 
reserved to re-appropriate thé land should it ap- 
pear tiecessary or desirable to do so in the in- 
terests of either the local or the Imperial Gov- 
ernment. Of course if at some future time for 
Government or for Imperial purposes not now 
foreseen it becomes desirable to use the land for 
some other purpose this can be done, provision 
beiug made for it in the Bill. I may say that the 
Secretary of State has approved of the title 
of the ‘Queen's Recreation Ground” be- 
ing given to the ground—(Hear, hear)— ao 
so that it will be a titting memorial of the 
Jubilee of Her Majesty. The Bill gives the - 
Governor power to make regulations, these re- 
gulations to be published in the Gazette, and . 
provides for notice of re-appropriation being, 
gazetted should re-appropriation be considered 
necessary at any future time. As to the 
identitication of the land a plan has been pre- 
pared for depositing in the Land Office, such 
plan to be signed by the Director of Public 
Works and countersigned by the Governor. 

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD seconded. 

Carried : . 

The ATTORNEY-GUNERAL proposed and the 

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD seconded the second | 
reading. The Bill was then considered in Com- 
mittee. . 
His ExceLLency—lI just want to say a word 
on this subject. I have personally taken a- 
very great interest in this matter from the 
very first—-(hear, hear)—and I feel convinced 
that to-day the Council has taken aotion ;! . 
with regard to an Ordinance which although | | 
not showy will I believe be more thonght |; 
of in the fatnre and will do more good than 
many of the other Ordinances which stand-on | 
the stutate beok of the colony. (Hear, hear.) 
From the first 1 have felt very strongly on this: 
point. Hongkong is growing, and we know that 
in all the great cities of the world—in Vienns, 
Paris, London, New York, and elsewhe 
has been necessary at great expense 
back for the public use land which ca. 
more foresight would have secured long 148°. Be 
Therefore I think the Council has most. ‘wisely. 
taken action in this matter io securing this: = 
land for ever for the physical development of the 
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ing lecture which he delivered in January of || also appears to be that the vacation should be one 


8 SL DOT SPOOR CET EN " 
eae ain enarnntonss mena tmnt -nvouenanan 
1 APN mene sah) 
y ve ete . peor . 
at 


THE HONGKONG 


tions extend over three months in the year, 
and it is found a |benefit to the profession 
that it shonld be sd, that men should have 
reservation of this hill of a King of Sung; | some sort of relaxation. In this colony in 
My friend Dr. Ho Kai bas called this 1873, without going further back, an Ordinance 
“brand new colony, and we are glad to have the | —Ordinance 12 o 874—provided by section 
26 a vacation of two months during August 
and September. In 1832, by an Ordinance 
passed in September! of that year, this vacation 
ong way back. Dr. Ho Kai has put the mattey | was practically done way with in toto. It is no 
“very clearly before us, and I will only say this} | use now going into the history of the passing 
It interests me in this way. From the earliest | of that Ordinance, bat we have had since that 
ages of the world when man emerged from the | time 16 years’ experieuce, and there seems to be 
lower creation—if-he did emerge from the lower | an almost unanimous feeling among both 
creation—that hill has been a natural spot of de-|| branches of the profession that some vacation 
~fence. In primeval times thousands of years ago|| should be observed: by the Supreme Court. 
that hill was looked upon by man asa naturall| The old vacation of two months in Angust and 
defence against wild animals first and possibly September seems to have followed the English 
against wild tribes later. In all parts of the world|| practice. We all know that Angust is a most 
you find these natural ramparts. We find them|| delightful month in ‘Jungland. 1 am not aware 
in England, Scotland, and Ireland, and I have al-|| that August isa delightful month either in 
ways looked upon them with particular interest.|/ Horgkong or ai:y of the places adjacent where 
I was glad when my brother officer, Lieutenant || you can go, and no doubt the time of year was 
Maochell, drew my attention to it in tho interest- || found unsuitable. The desire of the profession 


158° 


‘youth and manhood of the colony. (Hear, hear.) 
‘And the action of the Council with regard te 
the other matter is no less important—the 


ear, hear.) To China 600 years is as yester 
lay, but with us in Europe 600 years is a long 


the present year. As I said before, I believe | month instead of two—that it should be from 
we have done good work to-day in preserving | the 20th September'to the 17th October. That 
these sites for the recreation and instruction of | is a time of the year when perkons who need 
those coming after. (Hear, hear.) relaxation would possilly go to Japan to enjoy 
The Council having resumed, themselves. ‘his morning I received a letter 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL proposed that from three members of the profession with re- 
the Bill be read a third time and passe. gard to this Ordinance. This has not given me 
The Hon. T. H. Watrenzan [ second that. }much opportunity of going into it. Had they 
Ldo so with pleasure, and I sincerely hope that \sent it on Saturday 1 shonid have had much 
the wish which the honourable member opposite |\longer to consider the matter, but I have done 
‘on. Dr. Ho Kai) expressed when the resolu- the best I could during the short time. I have 

- dion on this subject was before the Council will {{looked at the circular sent round before this Bill 
be borne in mind—that the ground be reserved || was brought in. and I find that one of the gentle- 
for all nationalities, irrespective of race, creed, ||men who signed this letter said he did not object 
or religion. I oan assure the honourable mem- |\and that another of' them said he objected to the 
ber that the men who take part in recreation short vacation, saying it would not be of any use 
down there would welcome with open arms not | |to anybody. I referred these objections to the 
only the senior member who represents the | gentleman who was prominent in bringing this 
Chinese but the junior member if they would | Bill to my attention, and he said that the 
come and take part in our recreation and | almost unanimous feeling was that short vaca- 
-health-giving exercise. They would receive a ions were of skit inh atility and would not 
right hearty welcome. Their example might | interfere in any way with the work required by 
have a ee AcoFal effect on the viceroys in the | the public. It will make no difference to myself. 
various provinces and on ministers in the Téung- | My experience of the Court is confined chiefly. 
li-yamen. I-need only ask you to look at j[ndia | at the present time, to the criminal work and pro- 
to see what our Indian friends have done. {India | vision 1s made in the Bill for the criminal work 
has given us one of the best cricketets the | to go on precisely os though there were no rsca- 
world has ever produced. It has also giyen us | tions, and also the work in the Summary Court, 
excellent football players, and it has put into though there is power given to the Judges 
the field a polo team which I think has not yet postpoue any ‘matter which can reason- 
been beaten. I venture to hcpe that at-ro very | ably be postponed, over the vacation. But 
. distant date the representatives of the Chinese | I |anderstand that the judge of the Summary 
and their friends will come down and take part | Court proceeds muck in the same way as 
in the manly recreation which goes on at Cause- before whether the vacation is on or not. 
way Bay. (Hear, hear.) The judges have béen consulted with regard to 
The Bill was read a third time and passed. the Bill. The ait Chief Justice, who is 
VACATIONS IN THE SUPREME COURT. always very kind jin these matters, has read 


I 6 th through the Bill, and it has met with his ap- 
The careers Conte eal Y Crelinanee prdval. The Judgts have therefore approved of 
second reading of the 31" enivec 3 thel Bill and the whole of the profession with the 


for the establishment of Mag ee is - se oe exception of three solicitors, only one of whom 
Court. Your Excellency has a'ready spose ogee del of it it foto. In these days one gors 


strongly on the aera Si pices acre a good deal by majorities, and there is a rast 
tien, bat Piet ae ODE ee yea to do | ™8 rity in favouriof the Bill. To prevent any 
ay ae al There (et . Rantala olka ee cake inconvenience the Bill sil not be brought into 
#0, (tear ue, operation till lst December next. 

who are really being RE a ae The ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded. 
and eat ad Or ike iso “ Men ‘day The Bill having been pasa as committee 

ag Bai in _ : baal hat 
corto and mati ss go,” but their work “ goes SH i was a ey veer Lani Ore: 
for ever.’ I do not know whether it is a goo On the motion|of the ActtNe CotonraL 


thing for them. It may por bat wee 8 TREASURER, seconded by the ACTING COLONIAL 
Pee * Pe hay ee lg ce i SECRETARY, the Connell went into Committee 
ull boy. th Sad end of the Bill for | 0B the Bill entitled au Ordinance to anthorise 
The’ establishment of vacations in the Supreme the appro cad ofa sapplementary sam of 
e 1 been a matter of surprise three hundred and sixty-eight thousand, eight 
Court. it has long k . th have been po hundred and sixty:nine dollars and ninety-three 
to me that at Monpeong or <n Be | cents,,to defray the charges of the year 1897. 
vacations in the Supreme Court. I am Th | Bill was read a third time and passed 
not aware that such a state of things exists vs aeons J Oa oe ue a 
elsewhere or generally in the colonies. Most THE REGISTRATIOS vial . 


‘t is not the case in England. In The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I have the 
= ale there are four vacations in the Su- | hononr to move the third reading of the Bill | 
reme Court—the long vacation, which begins entitled an Ordinance to amend the law relat- 
oh the 10th of August and expires on the 24th | ing tothe Registration of Trade Marks. At 
of October; the Christmas vacation, which | the previous meeting of the Council the Council 
a k Tred itself into Committee, and the Bill was 
the: 6th: of January ; the Easter vacation, and | passed .clause by | clause, certain amendments 
Wh : arious suggestions [or Bel 
ave the vacation of nearly two and a half | amendment of the Bill have been made. is 
hare toy thee ata days at interview with the rai 
- or ; Easter, and three or four days | 8 le member for the Chamber of Commerce, 
oF five cay" A : e into these matters with him, and I 


begins ‘on the 24th of December and expires on | reso 


* the “Whiteuntide vacation. First of all. they | being made. 
months; they have 14 days at Christmas, four morning I had a 


at Whitsnntide. In other words their vacs- | bare 


WEEKLY PRESS AND . 


pointedFout thatthe suggested. improvements 
related chiefly to the W 

Bill was published the first time I publisheda . 
memorandum with it and also the. Trade 
Merk Rules for 
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rules. hen the 


_ 1898 which . were pro-- 
osed to be made by the Governor. These rules, - 


“ 


include the classification of goods in accordance 
with the second schedule and the fees. The Bill 
itself gives the Governor in Council power to 
make the necessary rules and to prescribe the 
fees, and until the. Bill is passed it will be im- 
possible for the Governor to make these rules 
including the schedules attached to them. - 
If the honourable member for the Chamber of 
Commerce will point ont in the’ course of the 
week any objections to the rules those objections 
can be duly considered, and I shall then be in s 
position to lay before His Excellency the Rules 
as amended. Among other suggestions it was 
said that it was rather hard thats fee should 
he charged for the continuance at the ond of 
14 years of a trade mark which was registered 
before the- passing of the Ordinance, hut in 
this I am only following on the lines followed 
in England. As regards the Bill itself the 
only matter I have had my attention specially 
called to as far as I can recollect at the present 
moment is with regard to liars for re- 
gistration, it being suggestec 

allow application to be made by an agent of a 
firth and also that he should be allowed to make 
a statutory declaration or offidavit, subject to a 
confirmatory affidavit being made within three 
months by the party for whom the application 
for registration is made. I have made provision 


that we should 


for the making of the application for registra- 
tion by an agent, but when we come to the 
statutory declaration or affidavit, I think it 
would be entirely out of place to allow. an 
affidavit to be made by deputy. A man must 
speak for himself, and be answerable if he 
speaks falsely. I do not think there was any/ 
other point except with regard to clanse 3, 
which says:—“(1.) For the purposes of this 
Ordinances, a trade mark must consist of or con- 
tain at least one of the following essential 
particulars:—(a) A name of an individual or 
firm printed, impressed, or woven in some 
particular and distinctive manner; or (b) a 
written signature or copy of a written signature 
of the individual or firm applying for registra- 
tion thereof as a trade mark ; or (c) a distinctive 
dev. «, ark, brand, beading, label, or ticket; or 
(d) an invented word or invented words; or . 
(ec) a word or words having no reference to 
the character or quality of the goods, and not 
being a geographical name.” I should like 
to point out that these words are not my 
own words, but are taken absolutely verbatim 
from the Act in force in England, and 
what is the law in England can very well 
be the Inw here. The objection taken was that 
under that definition there might be some Chi- 
nese word or character in use as a trade mark, 
but seeing that they find no difficulty in Eng- 
land [ do not think we shall find any here. 
Then application has to be made to the Gover- 
nor, who can at his discretion grant it or 
otherwise. The trade mark, I assume, would 
come before the Attorney-General, nud the 
Governor would be advised by him. I think | 
we cannot do better than follow the latest 
Act in England. Therefore, I do nat, think 
there is any objection, so far as 1 am anes, ito 
the Bill itself. One or two slight matters may 
be improved, and when I have had the op- 
ortunity of seeing the honourable member ° 
foe the Chamber of Commerce as regards the. 
classification of goods I will consider them, I 
shonid not attempt to grapple with such a sub-« 
ject out of my own head. \'The list of 50 classes 
of goods has been sent to me from England, 
and this list, with some slight variation, will, I 
think; be good enough for Hongkong. As 
regards the rules I shall be pleased to receive - 
suggestions, but those suggestions should be 
made speedily, re 
The AcTine CoLonraL SECRETARY seconded. 
The Hon. T. H. WaiTenHEaAD—Before this. 
is passed there is one question I should like.to _ 
ask. I can speak from knowledge that the ~ 
Attorney-General has put in a vast amount 
of timo in regard to this Bill. It isfull of 
technicalities and has entailed a great amount of 
work. Rule 5 says:— Au application tort oe 


or partnership, may be signed by someone or 


gistration of a trade mark, if made by any firm i. 


) 
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more members of such firm or 


artnorsh 


the case may be.’ It may well happenithat no 
member or partner in the firm is resident in 


ip, ag 


the colony at the time application is 
made, and it might be well, therefore,'if we can 
make provision for application to be made by 


4, on agent. 


s The Atrornry-GENERAL—I have put it 
into the Bill that an “agent may make:applica- 


" tion ; but-this will not gpply with regard to an 


affidavit. 
‘Fhe Bill was read a third time and passed. 
APJOURNNENT. 
The Council then adjourned until the 29th 


of August. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE, 

A meeting of the Finance Committee then 
took place, the Acting Colonial Secretary pre- 
siding. — ~ 

The minntes of the previous meeting were 
read and adopted as a correct record. : 

The Committee agreed to vote a sum-of 85 0 
in aid of the vote “Coal, oil, and water for 
steam launch.” 

The CHAIRMAN—This is needful on account 
of the increased price of coal this year. 

The Hapsour MasTerR—It does not say in 
what department. 

The CHAIRMAN—The Government Marine 
Surveyors Department. 

The Committee also agreed to vote a sum of 
$2,500 in aid of the vote “ Miscellaneons 
works.” 

The CHateMAN—In explanation of this I 
may tell honourable members that it: refers to the 
expense to be incurred by the Government in 
laying out a piece of land in the west part of 
the town. Itis proposed to terrace and plant 
with trees and shrnbs a site in the vicinity 
of Richmond Terrace, the residents of the 
neighbourhood having agreed to provide a like 
gum of $2,506). ; 

It was understood that should the Govern- 
ment require the land for other purposes the 
money subscribed should be returned to the eub- 


-peribers or their representatives, without in- 


terest. | 
The Committee then adjourned. 


—~ Oo - 
13th August. 


In APPELLATE JURISDICTION, 


Berore Sir Joun CArRINGTON (CIEF 
JUSTICE) AND Mr. Justicr WIse 
(Pursye Junar). 


{ 
LI SHEW V. TSO. HEUNG PO, | 


JUDGMENT, 

Judgment was delivered in the above case at 
the Supreme Court on Saturday. 

The Chief Justice (Sir Johhb Carrington) 


- gaid—_This appeal is from a judgment of Wise, 


_J., in favour of the Respondent, who was the 


defendant in the Court below. By the writ of 
.summons the Appellant, the plaintiff in the 
‘Court below, sued the Respondent and another 
jman.named ‘T'so Cheong, “ traders lately carry- 
‘ing on business at Canton under the style of 
'Fo Shun Tong," to recover the sum of taels 
|2,160, equivalent to $3,000, due on a promissory 
inote made by the Fu Shun Tong in favour of 
the Appellant and dated the 27th February, 
1897; thesum of taels 1,440, equivalent to $2,000, 
ue on a promissory note made between the 
game parties and-dated the 2nd March, 1897: 


| and the sum of $279.60 for interest on those 


‘promissory notes, making a total claim of 
279.60. Copies of the notes were set out in 
he writ. The defendant Tso Cheong did not 
anter an appearance, and on the Ist November, 
i897, the Appellant obtained an immediate ab- 
solute decree as against him for the amount 
laimed, with interest and costs of suit. 
| The Respondent obtained leave to defend tle 
suit and the case proceeded agaiust him in the 
ordinary way. By his petition the Appellant 
alloged that he had on the 26th Febrnary, 1897, 
Tent to the defendants, partners as above-men- 
oned, $3,000 and on-the 27th February, 
1897, $2,000, and that the defendants by 
the two promissory | notes already mentioned, 


| satisfactorily makes out that it was wrong. 


CHINA OVER 


which were chopped with the chop of the 
Fo Shun Tong, promised to repay those 
amounts with interest at the rate of 14 2-5tha 
perjcent. per annum after twenty days from tho 
dates of the notes respectively, according to 
Chinese computation! It was then alleged that 
on the 25th March, 1897, and at various 
subsequent dates the|Appellant had demanded 
payment of the sums|so due but the defendants 
had refused to pay| them, and judgment was 
prayed for such sums, with interest and costs 
of suit. 
By his answer the| Respondent. denied that he 
was a partner in the Fu Shun Tong or had 
any connexion with it except as a creditor of it 
and “except as the |\Official Secretary of the 
late Wai Sing Lottery Farm at Canton of 
which the Fu Shug Tong was a part pro- 
prietor.” Further he denied that the Appellant 
ever lent any moneys whatever to him or that 
he every gave or made, ¢ither through the Fu 
Shun Tong or otherwise, any promissory notes 
whatever to or in favour of the Appellant. 
When the suit was ripe for heariug I was 
engaged in the hearijlg of a loug case, and my 
learned brother kindly undertook to dispose of 


it for me. It was thought that the hearing 
would be completed|in two or three days. 
But, as i¢ turned ‘du{, iv occupied nearly 
ten days. A large njaks of evidence, both oral 


and documentary, of att exceelingly complicated 
and conflicting character, was placed before the 
Court, and I entirely agree with the opiuion 
of the learned Judge that “ perjury and forgery 
were rife, certainly on one side and perhaps on 
both." In the result the learned Judge said 
that, “after careful coysideration of the evid- 
ence, he was of opinion that he conld not accept 
the Appellant's prdmissory notes as genuine 
audin fact he did nof think they were, and 
that that of course disposed of the question of 
the Respondent being|a partner in the Fu 
Shun Tong or wot | Judgment was accord- 
ingly given for tht Respondent, with costs. 
From that judieinebe the present appeal is 
brought. 

In the case of the’ Ching Merchants’ Steam 
Navigation Company v.|The Hongkong. Can- 
ton, and Macao Steamboat Company, Limited, 
which was decided by this Court on the 23rd 
July last, it was held that, in dealing with an 
appeal from the decision of a judge sitting 
without a jury, the Court would guide itself by 
the rule faid down by/the majority of the 
Court of Appeal in the Colonial Securities 
Trust Company, Limited, v. Massey | 1896). 
1 Q. B. 38, namely, that where a case tried by a 
judge withont a jury comes before the Court 
of Appeal, that Court will presume that the 
decision of the judge on the facts was right 


‘and will not disturb it unless the Appellant 


At 
the same time it is to ba observed that in the 
present case. where the oral testimony produced 
on the one side is absolutely irreconcilable with 
that produced on the othet, a great deal turns 
on the meaning and effact| of the documentar 
evidence put forward by| the parties. With 
regard to the oralevidente the opinion of the 
Judge who saw and heard the witnesses at the 
hearing is entitled to the greatest weight, with 
reyard to the docunientary evidence the Court 
of Appeal is perhaps equally competent to esti- 
mate its value and effect. | 

The evidence is so voluminous and conflicting 
that an analysis of it in detail would cause this 
judgment to run to an dxcessive length. f 
therefore propose to state :...y in brief ontline 
the material facts as I find then:. 

It is important to consider in the first place 
what. are the real questions which the Court has 
to determine. I think +. Drummond was 
right in saying, at the hearing in the Court 
below, that these questions |are, first, did the 
Appellant lend the two sums in question to 
the Fu Shun Tong, and, secondly, if be did 
so, is the Respondent liable as a partner in 
that Tong? ‘The Judge in the Court below 
seems to have regardei the question of the 
genuineness or otherw-se pf the promisscry 
notes as of primary importance, and haviug 
decided that question in the| negative he held 
that the Appellant's case had failed. But it is 
tu be observed that, although in the writ of 
summons the cause of action| was stated to be 
the non-payment :of promissory notes, yet in 


oe 
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alleged to have been given in acknowledgment 


were relegated to the second place. It seems to’ 


me, therefore, that the right order of proceed. :- © 


ing is to deal with the question of the loans in - 


the first place and with that of the promissory “ 


notes in the second place. It may be that the: 
loans were really made and yet that the p 
missory notes are falso. At the same 

while I do not regard the genuineness of ! 
promissory notes as vital to the Appellaft’ 
case as it stands on the pleadings, I am boun 
to say that I regard it as of extreme importance. 
For it must be conceded that, even if the Court 
arrives at the conclusion that the Appellant 
really lent the money to the Fu Shun Tong, its 
faith in the credibility of the evidence on 
which that conclusion is founded must be 
rudely shaken if it subsequently forms the 
opinion that the promissory notes put forward 
by the Appellant in proof of his statements as 
to the loan are fictitious. Indeed, it may well 
be that such a finding would reverse the balance 
and cause the Court to refuse entirely to accept. 


and act on the evidence of a litigant who had . 


endeavoured to mislead it in so gross and 
shameless a manner. On the other hand, if the 
promissory notes are genuine, they afford the 
strongest possible proof that the loans were 
really made. — meee 

I propose then to consider in the first place 
whether the Appellant lent the money to the 
Fu Shun Tong and whether the promissory 
notes are genuine. If the answer is in favour 
of the Appellant, the further question must. 
then be considered, whether the Respondent is 
a partner in the Fu Shun Tong and therefore 
liable for tbe loans. Too find an answer to these 
questions it is necessary in the first instance to 
examine the facts and circumstances relating 
to the formation, working, and dissolution of 
the Fu Shun Tong as part of the Wai Sing 
Lottery Farm. 

In the spring of the year 1896 certain 
capitalists in Canton conceived the idea of ob- 
taining a grant of the Wai Sing Lottery Farm 
for the province of Kwangtung, the previous 
grant having then expired or being about to 
expire. The moving spirit was a man named 
Cheung Pat Ting. Mr. Ho Wyson, a solicitor 
of this Court who has lately died, interosted 
himself in the project, and at his suggestion 
Tso Cheong embarked in it. Application was 
made to the anthorities at Canton in March or 
April, 1896, fora grant which was ultimately 
made, for a period of six years, after a consider- 
able sum of money had been found by the.ap- 
plicants, and the Farm commenced business on 
the 10th October, 1896. The Farm was worked 
by a syndicate-called the Kung' Ki, which again 
was composed of two tongs called the Man On 
Tong and tha Fu Shun Tong. With the Man 
On Tong we are not concerned. As to the Fu 
Shun Tong it is admitted that Tro Cheong was 
a partner in it. According to the evidence for 
the Appellant there was only one other partner, 
namely, tho Respondent, who had a half share,. 
while it is said by the Respondent and his wit- 
nesses that he was uot a partner but that cer- 
tain other persons were partners. Then there 
was a lottery station in Canton called the Wing 
U I, which was worked in connexion with the 
Fu Shuu Tong. Here again it is said for the 
Appellant that Tso Cheong and the Respondent 
were partners in the Wivg U I, while the Res- 
pondent maintains that he had nothing to do 
with it. The Respondent was manager of the 
Fu Shun Tong, but it is in dispute whether he 
was also manager of the Man On Tong. He 
appears to have performed the part of interview- 
ing the officials in connexion with the Farm, 
and for this Le was well fitted because he held, 
orat any rate had held, official rank himself 
and had been connectel with a former Farm. 
The persons concerned in the venture never 
seem to have had sufficient capital to satisfy the 
large payments required, ond they were 
throughout mere or less in pecuniary diffical- 
ties. . The Ictteries in connexion with two 
examinations were carried through; tho first in 


a a 


a regular and proper manzer, but the second to 


the disappointment of some of the prize- 
winners. The authorities became dissatisfied 


and cancelled the grant on the 4th March, 1897, - 
confiscating at the eame time the sum of taels : 
580,000 which bad been paid ia by the Farm. - 
Some days Inter the mob attacked and ‘looted | 


the petition the cause of action was eet forth | some of the houses in which the business bad 


x 


as money lent and the |promissory notes been carried on. It is, alleged by*the Re- . 


epondent that the books of the Fu Shun Tong 
: ved and kept by the accountant of that 
Tsoi Hon Shing, and three of these | 
were produced at the hearing. 
as in these circumstances that. the 
tions ih question in thia case took place. 
The story told by the Appellant is simple 
‘in its main features. 
& Chinese banker and Californian dealer carry- 
ing lon| business in Hongkong. His banking 
business is carried on under the name of 
Kwong Tai and his Californian business 
under ‘that of Kwong 
that he had known Tso Cheong, also called 
Tso Chik Chan, for three or four years, and 
that, on the introduction of Tso Cheong, he 
becamd acquainted with the Respondent on the 
10th October, 1896. He was then informed by 
the Respondent that he (the Respondent) was a 
partner with Tso Cheong in the Fu Shun Tong, 
which was connected with the Wai Sing Lottery 
Farm.! In his examination in chief the Appel- 
lant said that between that date and the 16th 
February, 1897, he lent to the Fa Shun Tong, 
through the Respondent, the sum of taels 4,000. 
In his cross-examination he went further and 
said that in the 10th moon he lent $1,000 and 
about the same time $1,400; that each of these 
‘gums was repaid a month after it was lent; and 
that about the end of the 11th moon he lent the 
,taels 4,000, which were repaid in January, 1897. 
‘On the 16th February, 1897, the Appellant was 
called to the [family house of Tso Cheong in 
Hongkong. There he saw the Respondent and 
Tso Cheong. The former said he wanted a 
loan for the Fu Shun Tong of 85,0 for 
Tt was ultimately agreed that 
the Appellant should advance the money in ten 
days’ time, and the Respondent said that if he 
could not come himself, he would send Chan 
Tai Shang, a foki of the Fu Shun ‘I'ong, to 
fetch ili Accordingly, on the 26th February. 
1897, Chan Tai Shang, who was known to the 
Appellant, came and received from the Appel- 
lant the sum of $3,000, for which he gave a 
On the lst March, 1897, he came 
again, got back his receipt, and delivered to 
the Appellant a promissory note for the $3,004, 
bearing the chop of the Fu Shun Tong. On 
the Appellant handed to 
Chan Tai Shang the further sum of $2,000, and 
either at the same time or shortly afterwards 
received from him a promissory note bearing 
the Fu Shun Tong chop for that amount. The 
- Fu Shun Tong was closed on the 4th March, 
1897, and the Appellant has not recovered any 
amounts lent or any interest on them. 
The Appellant said that T'so Cheong was 
indebted to him in the sum of $33,500 for 


‘The Appellant is 


: 


the following da 


This story of the Appellant was corroborated 
by ‘IT'so Cheong, who said he was present when 
. the arrangement for the loan was mado; that 
* he saw the second sum of $2.000 brought by 
Tai Shang; that the chop on both pro- 
missory notes is the chop of the Fu Shun Tong; 
and that in the case of the second note he saw 
the chop affixed. 
urther corroboration was afforded by Chan 
Tai Shang, who declared that he was sent by 
the Respondent to fetch the two sums of monay 
lent by. the Appellant; that he received them 
and delivered them to the Respondent at Can- 
ton; aud that the Respondent handed to him 
0 promissory notes which he delivered to 
He also said that these notes 
e the chop of the Fu Shun Tong. 
he only other witnesses called for the Ap- 
ellant were Mr. Ro Wyson and Li Tsat 
mér gave evidence tending to show that the 
pspondent was a partner in the Fu Shun 
Li Teat. was called to produce a promis- 
y note alleged to have been given to him by 
a Shun Tong and similar in character 
and chop to the promissory notes put forward 
by) the Appellant. 
‘(he case thus made by ‘the Appellant was 
aversed at every poict and in every conceiv- 
able way by the Respondent. It will be remem- 
bered that bis answer was confined to the setting 
upjof the defence that he was not a partner in 
2 Shun Tong; that the Appellant never 
. him any money; and that he never made, 
- either|through the Fu Shun- Tong or other- 
wise, any promissory notes in faveur of the 
8 pears to me that the mean- 
ing| of this defence was that the Appellant 
might,| ‘as alleged in his 
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lent money to the Fu Shung Tong and have 
received promisscry. notes in acknowledgment 


[Angusti20, 1808. 


refers to applications for assistance to Wa . 
| Chuen and the Appellant, ap 
of the loans, but that the Respondent was not | made or pending, and asks t 


arently already 
at negotiations 


responsible in respect of these transactions be- | with them should be completed’ on the 2bth or 
cause he held no pecuniary interpst in the Fu | 27th for loans repayable in a month or at the 
Shon Tong. The issues, then,’ which were ! most 20 days, suc 
raised by the pleadings were very simple, and | the proceeds of the tickets for the Chew Fi 
there was no indication furnished to the Appel- | Examination. 
lant by the pleadings or by inferrogatories that | the Appellant, and Shenng will each be able 
other grounds of defence would bel brought for- | to accommodate them with 10,000 or 8,000 


case of the Appellant was founded|in fraud and 


was no debt due from the Fu S| un Tong to 


this glaim against the Respondentiwith a viow 
of mgking good, to that extent, the hopelessly 
bad Hebt of $33,500 due from The Cheong to 
the Appellant. It was not denied that the two 
sums of $3,000 and $2,900 came from the Appel- 
lant to the Fu Shun Tong at Canton by the 
hands of Chan Tai Shang. but it was said, first, 
that they were in repayment of a lodu made to the 
appellant by the Fu Shun Tong, and, secondly, 
that they were takeu to the Wing U I ns a 
fictitious loan from the Appelaat [to that firm. 
It was asserted that the promissoty uo-es pro- 
duced by the Appellant were forgeries; that 
they did not bear the inner counter chop of the 
Fu Shun Tong, as they would have done if 
they had been genuine, but the duter counter 
chop; and that they had been fabricated with 
the aid of Tso Cheong, who had possession of 
the outer counter chop of the Toug. The same 
was said with regard to the promissory note 
produced by Li Tsat. A number of promissory 
notes of the Fu Shun Tong. which were 
alleged to be genuine were praduced by varions 
witnesses. 

Such is the substance of the oral evitence on 
the principal issue as to the alleged lending of 
the mouey by the Appellant to the Fu Shun 
Tong. Ona consideration of that evidence L 
find it éxceedingly difficult to make up my 
mind as to which side is speaking the truth, 
especially as I have not had an opportunity of 
seeing and hearing the witucsses give their 
evidence. The Judge in the Court bel o- 
pressed a donbt as toa statement of the Respon- 
dent and said that in other parts of his cross- 
examination also his evidence was somewhat 
shaken. On the other hand he said that ‘ Tso 
Cheong iu the witness box was a very unsatis- 
factory witness and did not impress him favour- 
ably,” and he commented adversely on the evid- 
ence of Mr. Ho Wyson. Of the demeanour of 
the other witnesses he did not speak. It is 
necessary therefore to examine carefully the 
documentary evidence with a view of finding 
what light is thrown by it upon the matters in 
dispute. Even here it will be seen that there 
is considerable difficulty in drawing satisfactory 
conclusions. 

On the 15th September, 1896, the Respondent 
at Canton writes to Tso Cheong—FExhibit AA] 
—to inform him that “the whole concern is 
now in a settled state and that ho was merely 
waiting for him to bring money to Canton, so 
that the same could be paid in, ‘together with 
other sunis of money." Then he:adverts to the 
difficulty and delay in getting the shares taken 
up, and sugyests that it would ba. desirable for 
him to “ raise a few thousand for the purpose 
of meeting the engagements of the Canton 
House at the time of comuenciug business,” 
even if he could only obtain the loan for a shart 
time and at a high rate of intorest. It is cer- 
tainly clear from this letter that there was a 
want of money for the Fu Shun Tong, but on 
the other hand it will be observed that the letter 
was written before the business had commenced 
and fees had been received. 

Tho uext letter—Exhibit 2—dated the 7th 
day 11th moon, the 1lth December, 1896, is 
favourable to the Appellant's contention. It 
was Written by the Kespondent attbe Fu Shun 
Tong to Tso Cheong at Hongkong. It de- 
scribes the great difficulty which the writer had 
experienced is raising a sum of miney required 
by the authorities to be paid on fhe 4th of the 
month, and it presses earnestly on the addressee 
the necessity of his taking part in| the effort to 
find the money required for the distribution of 
prizes on the 25th or 26th of the month. It 


repayment to be made from 


It suggesta that Wa Chuen, 


ward, But at the hearing, whild the original | (sic.) 
defences was adhered to, several other defences | any, were taken by Tso Cheong to comply with _ 
were pressed upon the consideration of the | the directions contained in this letter, 
Court below. It was alleged that the whole | cording to the evidence of the Appellant, be 
had already, when this letter was written, lent. 
supported by forgery ; in other words, that there | to the Fu Shun Tong two sums of $1,000 and 
1,500, which were either still owing or had been 
the Appellant, but that the Appellant and Tso | repaid at the date of the letter. 
Cheong had conspired together to put forward | the idea conveyed by the letter is that. no loan 
had yet been made by the Appella:.t; and that 
the application to be made fcr one was the first 

of its kind. On the other hand itis to be re- _ 
membered that the loan of faels 4,000 is said by ~~ 
the Appellant to have been made abont the end 

of the 1]th moon, after this letter was written, 
although he says it was asked for, not by Tso 
Cheong, but by the Respondent. Yet it is 
clear enough from this letter that in December, 
1896, the Fu Shun Tong was eager to borrow 
money from the Appellant and there is nothing 

to show that at that time the Appellant waa 
desirous to borrow mone 


It does not appear what stops, if 


y from the Fu Shon 


g rs 
But the next letter—Exhibit I—shows that 
the case was changed in January, 1897. This 
letter is made up of an envelope and two sheets. 
It was put to T'so Cheong in cross-examination 
as having been written by him to the Respond. 
He admitted that both sheets were in 
his handwriting but said that they did not 

but were parts 
Both the evidence of Mr, 
the translator 


separate letters. 


Mok Man Cheurg, 


statement on 
doubt iu a high degree unsatisfactory that a 
litigant should place before the Court garbled 
or composite letters, and such conduct induces 

a strong suspicion that the suppressed portions . 
of the letters contain passages which tell against 
But, however this may be in the 
| “ccent instance, the meaning of the portions 
df utters putin evidenca is sufficiently plain. 
‘The envelope bears date “the 28th 
no month or year being mentioned. 
Cheong said that the second part—Exhibit ‘Ib 
—was ‘forwarded before the business was 
actually started,” and that the second part— 
Exhibit Ia—was written in the ]1Uth moon of 
year (November-December, 1896). 
On the other hand the Respondent said that he 
received the letter on the 2nd January, 1897. 
Exhibit Ia is in the following terms :— 

“I clearly mention the amount of $50. as 
Shui Shek and he was . 
«xceed.ngly pleased on hearing this and he said - 
he had a comrade and that this sum must be 
partly given to him so as to avoid any difficulty. 
He said again that he did not know whether 
the money collected for lottery tickets at 
Canton had been paid, or in any way disposed 
of, that if there was any surplus he would 
request that $10,000 should be sent to the 
Kwong Shing Lung jade stono shop, L 
Lau Yan Gate Street. 
$6,000 was to be regarded as money deposited 
with Kwong Shing Lung with the request that 
a receipt mipht be given stating what date the 
money was to be withdrawn, the remaining 
$4,0'0 should be,treated as payment to Li 
Shui Shek, and received on his behalf by the 
Kwong Shing Lung. There is no need to 
state in writing when this money was to he 
Why Shai Shek wanted all this 
to be done in this manner, he had a certain ob- 
ject in view intending to boodwink his col. 
leagues, .nd by so doing he could. prevent any 
dispute that no money had been paid in. 
the prizes came to be distributed not only the 
money could be repaid, but he would also be 
able to give assistance to some’ extent. 
this is a matter consistent with reason and 
human feeling and I have perfect confidénce in 
him, but when the time came how much assis- 
tance he would give us I do not know. ~ As to. 
these several thousand dollars there would not 
be any failure or default. I have been a friend 
of his for a long time and I can somewhat. 


remmneration to Li 


That of this $10,000, 


_ know his‘ conflact. Unless he was disappointed 


_ two entries, in parallel and adjoining coltimns, 


through som¢-other people as in the case of cer- 
fain'friends promising to become shareholders, 
‘I therefore cannot say whether. this may not 
happen, but as regards his own affairs as well 
as his dealings with me in all transactions he 
has never broken \his promise.” 

In Exhibit there occurs the following 
sentence :—‘‘ When I arrived at Hongkong I 
saw Ii Sui Shek.| The 820,000 worth of share 
money Seemed| to| be safely relied on, bot the 
remuneration is unfortunately too much, and 
on this account nothing has been agreed to.” 

An inference which perhaps may fairly be 
drawn from {this letter or these parts of 
letters is that; the Appellant was more in- 
terested in the|starting and working of the 
Farm than appears in the evidence. But at 
any rate there ean| be no doubt that the Ap- 

llant and Tso Cheong were anxious that the 

‘iu Shun Tong ghould deposit with the Kwong 
Shing Lung the sum of $10,000. In the case 
of $6,000 of this |amount the date of repayment 
was to be fixed, while in the case of the balance 
of $4,000, which was| to go on loan to the Appel- 
lant, the date of repdyment was to be left open, 
in reliance upon the integrity of the Appellant. 
This request for \a loan, contained in Exhibit 
Ta, although not complied with modo et forma, 
certainly lends probability to the statement of 
the Respondent that within a few. weeks after- 
wards the Fu Shun Tiong lent to the Appellant 
at different dates the sum of taels 4,000. But, 
as if to illustrate the ‘curicusly involved char- 
acter of this case, in this very document—Ex- 
hibit Ia—there is a suggestion that the Appel- 
lant will not only repdy the amount borrowed 
but also give some elp to the Fu Shun Tong. 

I pass to the cdnsideration of evidence of 
crucial importance fin the case, namely, the en- 
tries relating to these\transactions which are 
contained in the boaks \tendered in evidence by 
the Respondent as belonging to the Fu Shun 
Tong. ‘These books\ara three in number and 
are described as follows ; 

Exhibit F {4 ; 
Ping San yeat| (K\wongsui 22nd year) 
Payment of money book 
Kept by Fu Shtn Tong 
Vth March. 
Exhibit M 
Ping San year (Kwongsui 22nd year) 
outer counter 
Chief book of receipts and payments 
(chopped) Fa Shun Tong. 
Exhibit a 
Ping San 
Ting yin} year. 
Chief book of receipts and payments 
(chopped) inner counter 
Fu Shun Tong. 

With regard to the ldtter two of these books 
it is alleged on bebalf|of the Appellant that 
they have been fabricatdd for the purposes of 
this case, but the first is admitted ta bea 
genuine book of the Fu Shun Tong. It seems to 
bearough memorandum hook of moneys paid out, 
commencing on the 23rd| December, 1896, and 
ending on the 2nd March, 1897. It contains 


relating to the matters in dispute. These en- 
tries are as follows :— 
12th Moon 

Qstday. Paid | 

Shiu Ching received foreign moneys 

Taels 2,160 at 9°9°75. ; . 

This money (P) paid through the Shiu 

Fung to and received by Kwong Mi Un. 

Squared up. 

23rd day. Paid on|loan ; 

$2,000 in Bank notes Li Siu Shek’s hand 

’ obtained. Jo, 
The two dates here given correspond to the 
93rd and 25th January, 1897. The Appellant 
admitted that on those dates he received from 
the Respondent $3,000 (—taels 2,160) and $2,000 
(=staels 1,440) respeotively-—the first sum by re- 
mittance and the second in|iperson. It is clear 
then that these two entries have réference to 
actgal pecuniary dealings bptween the Fu Shun 
Tong and the Appellant.| But there was a 
direct. conflict as to the nature of these dealings. 
Tho Respondent alleged that they consisted in 
Oa of money by the Fu Shun Tong to the 
Appellant, while the Appellant asserted that 
they were repayments to him ofjmoney borrowed 
by the-Fa Shun Tong fromjhim. Do the'form 
$hd wordiig of the éntriés |help us to say who 


J 
| 
which were referred to in evidence but which 


Lun rane 
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isin the right? With regard tothe first on- 
try, that relating to the $3,000, I think that its 
wording is consistent with the amount being a 
loan or a repayment of a loan, but that it leans 
somewhat to the former hypothesis. The 
greater number’of items in the book consist of 
sums paid to the Wing U I and other firms and 
persons, and the form of the entries is simildr 
to that of the one now under consideration. 
But there are half a dozen entries in which the 


s0 much,” and there is generally an item of in- 


wording is ‘“ Paid to so and so to receive bac | 


terest following that entry. The usa in other 


cases of such a form, which is more appropriate 
to the repayment of a loan, goes to show that 
the entry with which we are now dealing does 
not relate to a repayment bunt to an original 
payment of money. ; 

With regard to the second entry, that relat- 
ing to the $2,000, there is no donbt of its mean- 
ing as it stands. The money is oxpressly 
stated to have been paid (to and received by 
the Appellant as a Ioan.| But the matter 
does not rest here. Fdr the Appellant, 
while admitting that his: name as appear- 
ing in the entry was signed by himself, 
said that the character which is translated 
“on loan” has been added since he signed his 
name and also that the character which he 
wrote after his name signifying ‘“ received” 
bas been altered to one signifying “ taken” or 
“ obtained.” Ho admitted, however, that these 
two characters bore the same meaning. It is 
very difficult to form an opinién on the question 
whether these alleged alterations have been 
made in the entry; so far as I can judge, I 
should say they had not, but bt the same time 
it mnat be conceded that froin the position of 
the characters the alterations may very easily 
have been made. If the entry stands as it was 
originally written, then it is an exceedingly 
strong piece of evidence against the Appellant ; 
if on the other hand the entry has been altered 
in the manner alleged, then the observations 
just made with respect to the first entry apply 
to the second also, that is, the wording does not 
favour the idea of a repayment. 

With regard to the outer and inner counter 
books whose genuineness is impeached on behalf 
of the Appellant, I have considered carefully 
the grounds on which they were challenged and 
have oome to the conclusion that these grounds 
were not satisfactorily made ‘out and that 
the books should be accepted: as genuine. 
This being so, the two entries in Exhibit 
F to which I have just. been ‘referring are 
reproduced in Exhibit M—the onter counter 
book—in the following form :— 

12th moon. 

21st day. Paid Si Siu Shek on loan per 
Tso's hand at 9.9.75 $3,009...taels 2,160 
This amount remitted by the Shiu Ching 
Bank, Canton, to Shiu Fong, Hongkong. 
for payment to Kwong Mi Un: 

23rd day. Paid Li Sin Shek on loan in 
Bauk notes $2,000 at 7.2..... taels 1,449 


Personal receipt endorsed in: book. 
There are two other entries in this book 


do not appear in Exhibit F. The reason given 
by the Respondent for their non-appearance in 
that book was that the amounts in question 
were too small, The entries are as follows :— 
12th Moon. : 
18th day. Paid Li Siu Shek on temporary 
loan per Tso's hand at 9.9.5... taels 200 
21st day. Paid Li Siu Shek on temporary 
loan per Tso's hand a‘ 1.9.5...\..taels 200 
The Appellant admitted that he received 
these two sums on the dates mentioned from 
the Fu Shun Tong through the Respondent, 
but he said they were received as repay- 
meat in part of the taels 4,000. In Ex- 
hibit N—the inner counter book—there are 
entries relating to these sums of taelg 200, taels 
200, $3,400, and $2,000 which correspond in 
substance with the entries in Exhibit:M. 
It will be seen that my opinion is) that the 
documentary evidence, taken as a whole, materi- 


ally corroborates the statements made by and 


on behalf of the Respondent. It does not a 

r to be necessary {o-discuss the alleged tak. 
ing to the Wing U I of the money sent by the 
Appellant, for, if it was so taken, the; transac- 
tion was probably a piece of chicanery on the 
part of Tso Cheong which does not affect the 
real issues in the case, ni 


‘with and were ultimately nuable 


tee Nena ASR See ee 


It was urged by Mr. Francis that ¢ 


the. Fa 
Shan Tong could not have lont thé money to the 
Appellant because they had no money to lend, 
being indced notoriously impecunious from the, 
commencement to the end of their short careo 


But while it is true that they were much pressed 


claims on them of the Canton authorities and 
of the prize-winnors, it is equally true-that they. - 
had the handling ‘@f large sams of money. 
Indeed, it may be mentioned that; at the very, 
time when these loans are said to have been 
made by them to the Appellant,’ Tso Cheong. 
deposited with the National Bank of China 
on their behalf the sum of! $8,000, If 
therefore there was money which could be used 
for the purpose, there wonld be nothing strange 
or nhreasonable in one of the principal partners 
in the Tong secnring a loan from it for his 
friend. : 
The following observations may not be with. 
out pertinence. Tho two sums of $3,000 and 
$2,600 were paid by the Fa Shun Tong to. the 
Appellant on the 23rd and 25th January, 1897. 
The Appellant says they were paid in part re- 
payment of a loan of taels 4,000 mada by him 
to the ‘Tong; the Respondent says they were . 
paid os loans from the Tong to the Appellant. 
If we take the former hypothesis, it is certainly a 
curious coincidence that these exact sums shonld, 
on the 26th February and the Ist March, 1897, 
have been paid by the Appellant to Fa Shun 
Tong as fresh loans, while, if we take the latter 
hypothesis, there is nothing at all curious about 
the transaction—it is merely the repayment of 


_two loans in the amounts and the order in whieh 


they were made. ; 

In cross-examination the Appellant said that 
he drew 84,000, part of the taels 4,000 which he 
lent to the Fu Shun Tong, from one of the 
shops with which he was connected, but he was 
unable to produce any book showing an entry to 
that effect. He did, however, produce a 
from one of his shops which showed that he drew 
from that shop $2,000, part of the $3,000 paid 
by him to the Fu Shun Tong on the 26th 
February, 1897, and also the $2,000 paid by him 
to the Tong on the lst March, 1897. 

With regard to the promissory notes put 
forward by the Appellant—Exhibits A and a 
which, as T have already said, are inseparably 
connected with the question of the loans, I do 
not propose to state in detail the points which 
have occnired to me in connexion with my ex- 
amination of them. It must suffice for ;mo 
to say that, as the result of that ox. 
amination, I have arrived at the same con- 
clusion as the Judge in the Court below, 
namely. that the notes are not genuine. This. 
conclusion applies also to the promissory note— 
Exhibit R—produced in aid of the Appellant's 
notes by the witness Li Tsat. - 

The consequence of these views is that Iam | 
of opinion that the Appellant has failed to 
establish his contention that he lent the two 
sums in question or either of them to the Fu 
Shun Tong. In view of this tinding it becomes 
unnecessary to express any opinion on the ques- 
tion whether the Respondent was a partner of 
the Tong. - 

I think the judgment of the Court below . 
was right and should be affirmed and this 
appeal be dismissed, with costa. 

Mr. Justice Wise concurred. 


Angust 17th. 


In ORIGINAL JURISDICTION, 


Berore Str JonN Carrinaton (CHIEF. 
JUSTICE). 


AN LOONG VY. LUM: YUNG HING, 


Mr. Slade (instructed. by Messrs. Deacon and 
Hastings), who appeared for plaintiff, said thatin 
this suit, which was undefended, His Lordship _ 
had given him leavo to proceed ex parte by an « 
order dated 23rd July, 1898, The action was for 
damages for breach of contract in the sale and - 
delivery of 300 flasks of quicksilver. The 
goods were to have arrived within 50 days of 

| the signing of the contract, and delivery was to | 
have been taken within 30 days afterthat. The 
goods were not delivered on the 79th day—that 
was 29 days after the goods arrived—and this . 
| writ was ixened, - ee 


satisfy the. 


“162: 


' Plaintiff said he was a contractor and resided 
- at 282; Queen’s Road West, defendant being 
a broker. -Ho produced the contracts, and said 
the value ofthe 300 flasks o icksilver was 
$22,642.18. - When he asked for delivery defen- 
dant put him off. The difference between the 
contract price of the quicksilver and the market 
price on the day delivery should have been made 
was $2,826.57. Defendant had|left the colony, 
.and was at present at Amoy. | | 
The broker through whom the contracts were 
entered into also gave evidence, = 
Judgment was given for plaintiff for $2,826.57 


with costs, — 
_ Defendant did not appear. 
Angust 18th. 


CRIMINAL Sessions; 


i 
Berore Sir Joun Carrinaton (CHIEF 
JUSTICE.) 


THE STABBING ON BOARD THE “HAITAN,” 

Yenng-Kwai Yung was chargdd with mali- 
cionsly wounding Wong Ti, han Yau, and 
Lam ‘Pan on board the Haifan|in Victoria 
Harbour on July 22nd. He pleaded not guilty. 

The jury was pemEee of Megsrs. F.C. C. 
Georg, C. C. Barlow, D. 8. Gubbay, Ho Yuet 
Cho, .F. J. V. Ribeiro, J. 8. Perry, and F. L. 


Xavier. 
The Attorney-General (instructed by Mr. H. 
L. Dennys), in opening the casp for the prose- 
‘ eution, said prisoner stood charged before them 
on three counts. Each of thege counts dealt 
with a separate stab, though the | whole mat- 
ter arose ont of the same transaction. It 
seemed that prosecutors, who were! Amoy men, 
arrived in Hongkong from Singapore on July 
‘20th and went to a boarding] house. They 
stayed there two days, and bought a ticket from 
the boarding house keeper for a baeltaulae cabin 
on the Haitan, which was leaving for Amoy 
on the 22nd July, the ticket beir handed to 
Chan Yau. They went on board; Wong Ti 
and Lam Pan, each of whom wag carrying some 


"  Inggage, being bebind Chan Yau. The last 


named went down to the cabin for which they 
had taken a ticket and found pridoner there. 
Chan Yan told him to go out of the! cabin, but 
‘as prisoner spoke the Mandarin dialect he pro- 
bably did not understand _it. any rate he 
did not go out and Chan Yau pnshed him out. 
Blows were struck and then prisoner seized a 
# knifo and stabbed Chan Yau in peveral places, 
including the right arm and the right leg. Chan 
Yau called out “save life,” and his two friends 
came on the scene. Before they could say or 
do anything prisoner rushed at them and 
stabbed them both, inflicting a terrible wound 
on Wong Ti on the right side of|the abdomen. 
Prisoner then, as if he had gone mad, proceeded 
to stab himself. The police wer4 calléd on the 
scene, and the whole four were takeh to the 
Government Civil Hospital. 

Dr. Bell, assistant superintendent at the 
Government Civil Hospital, gave dvidence as 
to the condition of the men when they were 
admitted into the Hospital. Ho paid Wong Ti 
- was suffering from a very dangerous wound— 
one which might have caused death and 
probably would have done had |it! not been 
properly treated. 

Other evidence was given. 2 

Prisoner was sentenced to 12 months’ hard 
Jabour on the first count and to eight months 
on each of the other two. 
“3 ASSAULT, 

Mok Po was sentenced to six months and 
‘three months for (1) occasioning bodily barm 
and (2) assault, prosecutor being a|woman. 

DISCHARGED ON PROCLAMATION. 

Thomas Donald, who had been committed for 
- trial in respect of an unnatural off¢nce, was dis- 
charged by proclamation, no information having 


been filed against him. 


— ee 


12th Angust. 


fo 


In SumMARY JURISDICTION, 
: ; i 
_ Berore Mr, Justice Wisk (PUISNE 
JUDGE.) | oi 
HOLDSWORTH V. GORDON, 
In this case C. Holdsworth. sued A. G. 
rdon for the sam of $30, the value of a case 


THE HONGKONG WHERLY PRESS AND | 


of champagne alleged to*have heen shipped in 
one of defendant's lannches. 

Plaintiff said he purposed presenting the 
wine to a gentleman and placed it on the launch 
for transport. Shortly afterwards he was 
arrested for debt and when liberated could find 
no trace of it. His coxswain saw several people 
remove the liquor from the launch. 

Mr. Justice Wise said this was a case of 
larceny for the Police Court. 

Plaintiff said the police had referred him to 
the Supreme Court. 

Mr. Justice Wise dismissed the case, and 
advised plaintiff (o see the police sgain. 


OF COMMERCE. 

At the monthly meeting of the General Com- 
mittee of the Hongkong General Chamber of 
Commerce, held at 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 9th 
August. Present: Messrs. R. M. Gray (Chair- 
man), Herbert Smith (Vice-Chairman), A. 
Haupt, J. J. Bell-Irving, T. Jackson, A. Mc- 
Conachie, H. A. Ritchie, N. A. Siebs, T. H. 
Whitehead, and R. C. Wilcox (Secretary.) 

MINUTES. 

The minutes of the previous meeting (held 

on the 13th July) were read and confirmed. 
LOCAL BANK NOTE ISSUE. 
A letter having, pursuant to the resolution 


passed at the last meeting of Committee, been 
addressed to the Government enclosing extract 


from the minutes on the question of the issue 


of Bank notes in the colony, 

Read reply, dated 16th July, from the Acting 
Colonial Secretary, stating that the extract 
would be forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for tho Colonies. 

It was generally considered that the outcome 
of the inquiry into the position of the Bank 
Note Issue and the subsequent Ordinance 
passed by Government were satisfactory, 

THE KOWLOON EXTENSION CONVENTION, 


The questions involved in the stipulations, 
under the Convention of the 9th June, and 
possible further proposals were discussed at 
some length, but it was decided for the prasent 
not to publish the proceedings. 

THE WORKING OF THE POST OPFIGH. 


Read despatch from the Acting Colonial 
Secretary, dated 14th July, in reply to the 
Chamber's letter of the 9th idem, calling atten- 
tion to the late delivery of the previous inward 
French mail, and enclosing for the inforination 
of the Chamber copies of reports from the 
Postmaster- General. 

While the Committee conld not regard. the 
explanation given as satisfactory, they hope 
that some improvement would be apparent in 
the working of the Post Office in future. 

QUARANTINE, 

A letter having been addressed to the Govern- 
ment on the l4th July, suggesting that; as 
plague had then practically ceased to exist, 
clean bills of health might be granted, and 
asking that, in the event of this being done. 
the Straits Government might be advised by 
telegraph of the fact, 

A reply wus received on the 16th, stating 
that the issue of .clean bills of health to vessels 
clearing from Hongkoug had already been 
authorised, and that the Straits Government 
had been so informed by letter. 

On the 22nd July a letter was received from 
Government, transmitting copy of a further 
letter from the Bengal Government with enélo- 
sures stating that instructions had been given to 
enforce quarantine against vessels arriving from 
Amoy and Swatow. - 

Read letter just received from the Govern- 
ment informing Chamber of receipt of a tele- 
gram from the Straits Goverument to the effect 


‘that quarantine against Hongkong had been 


withdrawn. 


| INTERNATIONAL MINING AND INDUSTRIAL 


EXHIBITION AT COOLGARDIE, 


Read letter from Secretary to the Interna- 
tional Exhibition of. Western Australia, to be 
held at Coolgardie in 1899, setting forth the 
objects and scope of the project and expressing 
the hope that the Chamber will assist by in- 
ducing exhibitors to visit the Exhibition or 
send specimens of the products of the colony. 


| (Auguat 20, 1898. 

THE TRADF MARKS REGISTRATION 

(AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE. : 
The Chairman said—This Ordinance has been 
read a first and second time at two consecutive 
meetings of the Legislative Council without 
giving the public much time to examine its 
provisions. * . : 

Mr. Whitehead—The third reading will take 
place on Monday next, the 15th inst. At pre- - 
sent the Bill is in Committee, and it is not too’ 
late to propose amendments. 

The Cliairmen—The measure seems a good 
one and something of the sort was wanted. I 
have discussed it with several who are interested 
in the subject, and think that there may be 
some points for consideration. If any members 
of the Committee or others would send in any 
suggestions to the Secretary, donbtless the 
member for the Chamber would take the ques- 
tion up. : 

After some discussion, 

Mr. Whitehead said he should be pleased to 
do what was necessary, but he must be in pos- 
session of what was required before Saturday in 
order to communicate with the Attorney-Gen- 
eral before the meeting on Monday. — ; 

THE PARIS EXHIBITION OF 1900. | 

Read letter from Acting Colonial Secretary 
(received ‘at meeting) announcing that the Go- 
vernment had again been approached on the 
subject of this colony being represented: at the 
above exhibition, and inquiring whether the 
Chamber was in a position to take an active 
part in inducing exhibitors to come forward. 

Tt was decided to publish the papers, but to 
express inability to actively push the matter. 


( Correspondence.) 
THE WORKING OF THE POST OFFICE. 
Colonial Secretary's (fice, 
Hongkong, 14th July, 1898. «. 
Sir,—In reply to your letter of the Mth instant, 
calling attention to the late delivery of the last 
inward French mail, I am directed to transmit 
for the information of the Chamber of Com. 
merce copy of reports by the Postmaster-General. 
While recognising that the exceptionally 
heavy work on the 5th instant to some extent 
explains the delay which occurred, the Officer 
Administering the Government has given in- 
structions to the Postmaster-General ‘which it 
ix ! ened may prevent a recurrence of the state 
of aifuirs complained of.—I have the honour to 
be, sir. your most obedient servant, | 
T. SercomBe Smitu, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 
R. Chatterton Wilcox, Esq.. Secretary, Hong- 
kong General Chamber of Commerce. : 
REPORT, 


The French mail was received in the office at 
6.30 a.m. and the work of sorting was at once 
proceeded with. 

Mails from Canton, Shanghai, Coast Ports 
(two steamers), Japan, Foochow, and Calcutta 
were also receive] between 7 and 10 a.m. ard 
were with the exception of the Canton mail, 
sorted with the French mail. 

The Canton mail was written up and sent out 
at 8 a.m. 

The sorting of the above was completed at 
8.4 and at 8.50 the sorting of newspapers was 
commenced, but had to be soon abandoned to 
ae the outgoing mail per Doric to be dealt 
with. 

The posting for that mail was exceedingly 
heavy and the staff was short of two officers, 
while three of those present (Chinese) proved 
almost useless, and accordingly the mails. for 
the Doric were not ready for despatch till 12.45 
a.m, ; 

The mail notice had then to be prepared. 

The Furopean mail for Shanghai had to be 
got ready asthe Melbourne was leaving at 4 

.m., and mails|for Japan had to be prepared 
or the same steamer. ; 

Besides these! the mails had to be got ready 
for Swatow, Amoy, and Foochow per Thalea, 
leaving at 5 p.m., while at the same time mails © 
had to be cloged for Ningpo, Chefoo, and 
Tientsin, so that the whole of the forward 
correspondence \had to be sorted in addition to 
that posted locally: so that it was past 4 p.m. 
before the bags| for the French steamer could - - 
leave the office. Bye SS 

The sorting of the papers was-then proceeded 
with and they were rea at 6.30 p.m., but in ~~ 
the meantime mails or Canton, Heihow, 

: 


- FF 


. delivered as expeditiously as possible. 


. pection 


Angnet 20, 1808. | 


Haiphong, Kobe, and Newchwang hai to be 

prepared. 

“I am satisfied from frequent personal in- 

ee of the work during the day in question 
at in the circumstances the papers were 


The circumstances are nearly the samejas those 
in the case reported upon in C.8.().—with the 
addition that the amount of correspondence dealt 
with in the current bas increased by at least 30 
per cent. 

I need hardly remind you that it has long 
been settled that the Post Office is sadlyjin meed 
of adequate accommodation, and I think that 
in the circumstances the staff did their work 
well, or at least as well as they conld gn a day 
when probably there was more work tp be got 
through than on any other day in the existence 
of the colony, 

Measures for increasing the accommodation 
will have to be taken ere long in view of the 

_Agct that according to the latest scheme a com- 
lete new Post Office cannot be expected for at 
east four years. 

I trust that the above explanation| will be 
deemed by His Excellency to be suffipient ; if 
not, might I venture to suggest a persdnal §ns- 

‘om time to time to satisfy the Goyern- 
ment that my contention regarding accommoda- 
tion is correct. 


A. M. THomson, P.M!G. 
llth July, 1898. 
Addendum :— 
Enclosure to Chamber of Commerce fetter. 
1.—Report by Superintendent of Registration 
Branch attached showing work done. 
men might have been delayed rather 


they hadla good deal to take out it would be 
some time hefore they accomplished their 


3.—Onlly one instance has come to my notice, 
dealt with in Superintendent's report. 

4,—No cases were brought to my notice. Mail 
was ready with the French mail. [t is im- 
possible |for me to do anything inj re such 


. complaints (3) and (4) unless Articles |44-46 of 


the Postal Guide are complied with. Thhe public 
generally give no assistance to this department; 
the writing of abstract complaints often couched 
in offensive terms is of no help. 

In conclusion, I quite agree with tha Chamber 
in (2) of| their letter, but the first thing to do 
is to get/a place to put the staff in. 
nly places that occur to mq are the 
enerally occupied by the jAttorney- 
Generall and Crown Solicitor, or the ground 
floor of jthe Club opposite. 

The |.tter would be more-conyenient in 
many Ways. 

I must again urge upon Government that 
in question was oue of maximum pres- 
sure such as occurs only once in a year or two, 
and if|the staff is to be sufficient for such 
inary occasions it would mean very 
easy work the majority of the days of the year. 

At the same time I must say that} the clerks 
in the} Post Office are at present] the most 


hard- jorked of any in Government Depart- 
ments. 


i A. M: THoMson, 

P.M.G. 
12th July, 1898. 

i 


; Registration Branth, 
General Post Office. 
Hongkong, 12th Jiuly, 1848. 
Sir;—The mails leaving on the jmorning of 
_ the 5th instant were as follows :— 
Swatow 
Amoy 
Foochow ; 
Singapore 
Penang 
Calcutta 


American Mail ...... 12 noon. 


Thp registered bags ex 8.8. Melbourne were 
delivered on this office between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. 
and the Hongkong registered letterg ware handed 
onsider that 
in dealing with the mail was due not 
only {to the amount of mails leaving but to the 
wo of whom 
had pnily been in this office a little over two 


out.tp the postman at 2 p.m. I 
this dela: 


fact that I had three new clerks, 


weeks, and the other a little over two months. 


To the Hon. A. M. 


THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN EXHIBITION, 
To the President, Chamber of Commerce, 


of the Western Australian International Min- 
ing and Industrial Exhibition to notify to you 


Exhibition in Coolgardie, the principal City of 
the Goldfields of Western Australia, in March, 
1899. 


tralia has been pleased to recognise the under- 
taking, and that it has substantially supported 
it by granting to the Commissioners 15 acres 
of land in a central position as well as subsidis- 
ing it by a liberal vote of money. 


the Town Council has subscribed liberally in 
order to assist in the erection of the permanent 
main building which will remain as a School 
of Mines and Museum. =? 


and roomy anuexes of wood and iron are being 
erected to receive the exhibits. 


declared a Government bonded warehouse 
wherein exbibits will be received free from 
Customs duty. 
granted free 
Fremantle in to the annexes by means of a 
railway siding erected for that special purpose. 


you schedules, 
relating to this Exhibition. 
sioners 
to be laid officially before your 
of Commerce, or any other public bodies, likely 
to further the interest of the W. A. Exhibition, 
by inducing exhibitors to come, or to send 
specimens of the products of your country. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


The registered letter referred to by Mr. 


Dalrymple in the Daily Press of the 8th (7th ?) 
instant was handed ont to the postman at 2 p.m., 
but as he had a large namber of ordinary letters 
as well as registered letters to deliver and had 
the whole lot to sort and arrange previous to 
going out on his rounds it was a few minutes 
past 4 p.m. before he reached Mr. Dalrymple's 
office, only to find the office closed. 

The letter was taken out at 8 a.m. the follow- 
ing morning but again found the office closed ; 
at- 10 am. the postman had the newspapers by 
the previous-day’s mail to deliver as well as his 
letters and on that account it was nearly {1.30 

.m. before he reached Mr. Dalrymple’s office.— 
I remain, etc., 


A. BaRRon, 
Supt. Registration Branch. 
Thomson, Postmaster 
General. 


Coolgardie, Western Australia, 
Jnne 18th, 1898. 


Hongkong. : 
Dear Sir,—Iam directed by the Commissioners 


(1) That it has been decided to hold an 


(2) That the Government of Western Ans- 


(3) In addition to the Government subsidy, 


(4) Besides the main Wuilding well devised 
(5) The whole of the buildings have been 


The Government have also 
trainage from the port of 


(6) By same mail I am directed to forward to 
plans, and other documents, 
The Comnis- 
that you will cause these 
Chamber 


hope 


(7) In order to give greater effect to the 


above the Commissioners pray that a special 


commission may be appoiuted, as it is usually 


done, for such exhibitions. 


There is no doubt that the exhibition to be 


held in Coolgardie in 1899 will offer an excellent 
opportunity to open a profitable market for 
both products and manufactures.—I have the 
honour to be, your obedient servant, 


G. WILLIAMS, 
Secretary. 


* 


Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, 10th August, 1898. 
Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of the 18th June, announcing that it bas 
been decided to hold an exhibition in Cool- 
gardie in March, 1889, and giving particulars 
of the buildings and the arrangements being 
made with regard to reception of exhibits, &c. 
On behalf of the Committee, I beg to thank 
you for the compliment paid to this Chamber 
in requesting the appointment of 4 Commission 
to your Exhibition, but the great interven- 
ing distance and the absence of residents with 
leisure to give to such an object preclude ac- 
coptance of such an invitation. The plans and 
schedules shall, on arrival, be placed on exhibit 
in the Chamber Rooms for public inspection — 
I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient 
servant, . 
R. M. Gray, 
Chairman. 


To G. Williams, Esq., Secretary, International 
Exhibition, Coolgardie, Western Australia. 


Hon. T. Sercombe Smith, Acting 


inland navigation came into force 
and that British steamers plying on.the West 


to proceed by any channel they like 
at any port en route. 
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THE PARIS EXHIBITION, . ~~ 
Colonial Secretania, Office, 


Hongkong, 9th August, 1898, 
Sir,— With reference to Mr. Lockhart’s lettor 


No. 1756 of the 11th November, 1896 and to 
your reply thereto of the 24th idem, I am 

directed to state that this Government has been 

again approached on the subject of this colony 
vane represented at the Paris Exhibition in 
9u0. ; 


You will doubtless recollect that the adver- 


tisements published in the local newspapers in 
December, ,1896, requesting intending exbibi- 
tors to communicate with this office met with 
no response. 


It is intended to advertise again in the local 


press in the same sense, and J am to enquire 
whether the Chamber of Commerce is in a posi- 
tion to take an active part in inducing exhibi- 
tors to come forward, 


The space to be allotted {oithe Crown colonies 


is 5,500 square feet in the colonial building 
and 3,600 square feet in the main building, and. 
the cost of erecting those buildings is estimated 
respectively at 10s. and 5s. per square foot, on 
which rates the charges made to the several 
colonies taking part in the exhibition will pro- 
bably be based exclusive of charges on account 
of freight, 
tion of: officers or agents, installation, and 
attendance, 


insurance, show-cases, remunera- - 


I shall be glad to receive a reply to this letter 


at the earliest date possible.—I have the honour 
to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 


T. SERCOMBE SMITH, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, 


Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, 10th August, 1898. 
Sir,—I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of 


your letter of the 9th inst. announcing that the 
Government has again been approached on the 
subject of this colony being represented at the 
Paris Exhibition of 1.900, and inquiring whe- 
ther this Chamber is in a position to take an 
active part in inducing exhibitors to come 
forward. 


In reply, Lam instructed to say that while 


the Committee would be glad 1o see the colony 
represented at the Paris Exhibition, they are 
not preparéd to take active steps to induce 
exhibitors to come forward. The opose, 
however, publishing your deapatou 
information of intending exhibitors and} others 
to whom the information it contains’ 
useful.—I have the bonour to be, sir, your most 
obedient servant, 


r the 


ay be, 


R. CHatrerton WILcox, 
Secretary. 

rolonial 

Secretary. 


INLA\D NAVIGATION. 
——_—_——____ 


THE AMENDED RULES. ~ 


Hongkong, 16th Anguat. 
We understand] that the amended rules for 
esterday 


River have been notified that they are at liberty 
d to stop 


THE UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL 
MISSION tO CHINA. 


—_-—————— 
MR, GREEN IN HONGKONG. 


Yesterday we Jhad the pleasure of an inter- 
view with Mr. Cassius A. Green, one of the 
United States Commission to China under the 
direction of the Philadelphia Commercial 
Museum, of which institution Mr. Green is the 
Assistant Chief of the Bureau of 1pformation. 
The other members of the Commission sre Dr. 
Gustave Niederlein, Chief of the Scientific 
Department of the Philadelphia Museums, © 
and Mr. Sheridan P. Read, recently Consul 
of the United States at Tientsin. Dr. 
Neiderlein and Mr. Read intend to make 
tours in the interior of China, which will 
occupy several months, while Mr. Green, hav- 
ing studied the conditions of trade at Shang- 
hai and Hongkong, the two principal gateways 
of trade into China, intends to go to Singa- . 
pore and thence to Java and Australia. The | 
Philippines are not included in the present - 


on 


-account| to 30th June, 


ies | 
scheme, bat probably another Commissign will be 


sent out anbsequently to deal with thatjcountry. 
Tho constitution of the Philadelphia Commer- 


a Museum and the objects of the present 


‘ommission have been before the public a good 


“deal of late, but it may be useful to repeat that 


the ‘Museum has attached to it a -bnreau of 
information; which is engaged in the qollection 
‘and collation of: commercial information from 
all parts |of the world and its dissemination to 
all who desire to receive it. Mr. Green when at 
home hag working under him a staff of q hundred 
and twenty, whose whole time is engaged in go- 
ing Ghrough Consular reports, Chamber of Com- 
merce citculars, etc., etc., and tabulating and 
indexing the information they contain, so that. 
any one Mesiring information on any particular 
point can at once be placed in possession of all 
that is" known about it. In the States there 
are nine|hundred merchants, manufactprers, and 
traders, keattered over twenty-one states, who 
are regularly in receipt of circulars relating to 
their own special branch of business, and one of 
the aims of the institution is to make its coa- 
nections] worldwide, not only as regards the 
collection of information, but also its dissemina- 
tion, 


HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI 
BANKING CORPORATION. 


oe 
The ofdinary half-yearly meeting |jof share- 


holders in the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank- 
ing Corporation was held in the City Hall 
on Saturday, 13th August, at noon for the 
\purpose |of receiving the report of the Court 
of Directors together with a statement of 
1898. The Hon. 
J. J. Bpell-Irving presided, and there were 
also present, Messrs. R. M. Gray, |D. Gub- 
bay, A. Haupt, A. J. Raymond, A. McConachie, 
P. Sachse, R. Shewan, N. A. Siebs (Directors); 
Thos, Jackson (Chief Manager), Hon. CrP: 


’_ Chater, Messrs. H. N. Mody, V. A. C. Hawkins, 


* A. Hancbck, J.C. Peter, A. Coutts, F.'N. Firth, 


. Bhare, place one million of dollars to re 


BR. T. 


_ advantage. 


Wright, C. W. May, K. A. Chinoy, G. 
Stewart, | C, J. Gonsalves,. Yan Win Chuen, J. 
H. Lewis, 8. 8: Benjamin, P. Jordan, C. S. 
Sharp, HE. Georg, J. Y Vernon, §. 


- @. Bird; F. Smyth, E. S. Whealler, R. K. 


Leigh, J. D. Hutchison, Shun Kan Sui, Ho 
Fook, Major Gawne, D. Gillies, G@. Murray 
Bain, Captain Tillett, W. T. Bamsey, D. D. 
Guzdoor, J. R. Michael, R. C. Wilcox, Joseph 
P. Morris, J. M. Alves. A. P. Stokes, E. VD. 
Sanders, C. H. Rogge, G. C. Cox, E. 8. Kelly, 
G. H. Medhurst. 

The CHrEF MANAGER read the notice con- 
vening the meeting. 

The CHarrman then read the report of the 
Court of Directors. 

The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlemen, the Direc- 
tors have the pleasure of laying before you on 
the present occasion a record report, enabling 
them to pay the usual dividend of £1 ds. per 

erve 
fund, write $250,000 off property fo resis 
‘carry forward $376,000 odd to new profit and 


:loss account. These figures are the outcome of 
‘an unpsually prosperous half-year when almost 


no logsés wére incurred and when everything 
went well with us at the head office and at all the 
branches. Money was in strong demand, and ex- 
change banking afforded unusual opportunities 
for making money, of which this bank took full 
(Applause.) We have left our 
London investments unchanged with the excep- 


- tion of a sale of £70,000 Indian 24 per cent. 


| standing atan exchangeof 2/- say £1,000,000, said | 


‘a favourable opportunity arises. 


sterling Joan, which we intend replacing when 
0 During the 
half-year we participated in the issue of a Chi- 


nese loan for £16,000,000 on joint account with | 


our German friends. (Applause.) Qur share 
of the profit on the transaction represents a 
very considerable sum — (applause) —— and is 
auappropriated, as well as the profit on the 
previous loan referred {o on former occasions. 
(Applanse.) It isthe intention of the directors 
todeal with both sums at the end of the present 
year. Theidea the directors have in view is to 
aise the reserve to ten millions of dollars, and to 
have it all invested in first-class securities 


scourities to be written down well under their 
market value as is the case with the securities 
we at present hold, and. in accordance with 
the precedent set us by home Banks. We 


eee 


ARE Hoa AE les wn 


| should then be sntependent of silver, whatever 


the future might have in store for it. We 
would virtually have two capitals, one, our 
ordinary capital, say $10,000,009 in silver, the 
other our reserve of ten millions of dollars at 
2/- say £1,000,000 in gold. This may appear 
like counting the chickens before they 
are hatched. Not so; we have already funds 
in hand to effect the desired object. (Ap- 
plause.) There is another item, viz., our pro- 
perty account, which in times of prosperity 
onght to have particular attention paid to it. 
In addition to the usnal percentage we have been 
and arein the habit of writing off from half- 
year to half-year we have thought it wise to 
write off $250,0U0. Property is the one un- 
productive account in our books, and the nearer 
it approaches to zero the better will we be 
pleased. I hope that at the end of the year this 
account will receive further attention at our 
hands. In accordance with an Ordinance of the 
Hongkong Government, No. 21 of 1882, the 
Bank was authorised to issue notes to the extent 
of its paid-up capital, say ten million of dollars, 
against which we keep first-class securities 
with{the Bank of England in the name of the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies for fully one- 
third,of our authorised issue, and by Ordinance 
we ae compelled also to keep at least one-third 
in b@llion at the various places of issue. Up to 
recently, with occasional exceptions, this limit 
has hitherto been sufficient for the ordinary 
requirements of the public in Hongkong and 
the Straits Settlements, but from January of 
this year the limit of ten millions has proved 
insufficient, and very reluctantly we had to 
exceed our limits from January to May. To 
get the circulation within prescribed limits by 
the 30th June caused very serious inconveni- 
ence to trade in this colony and its sur- 
rounding centres. On the gravity of the 
matter being placed before the Government 
of this colony, with the sanction of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies an Ordin- 
ance was passed on the 28th July, 1898, amend- 
ing Ordinance 21 of 1882 as follows :—‘“ Bills 
and notes of the Company payable to bearer 
ou demand may be issued and be in actual cir- 
culation to an amount in.excess of the capital 
of the Company actually paid up, provided 
that there shall be previously kept at the head 
office of the Company in Hongkong to the satis- 
‘faction of the Colonial Secretary and Colouial 
Treasurer an amount of coin and bullion to 
the whole value of such excess issue actually in 
circulation.’ Our thanks are due to the Seore- 
tary of State for the Colonies and to His Ex. 
cellency the Administrator of this colony for so 
promptly acceding to our request for an elastio 
note circulation, instead of a fixed limit, which 
has recently caused such serious inconvenience 
and loss to all concerned. I may remark that the 
proposal to.keep an amount of coin or builion 
equal to the whole value of our excess issue 
emanated from us. We were so anxious to 
have the matter settled at once- that we put 
forward our proposal on suchiliberal lines that 
we were convinced it wonld be acceded to. The 
state of affairs in the Philippines, where the 
bank has considerable interests, has been a 
source of anxiety to us of late. I am glad to 
say that we do not anticipate’ any loss whatever 
there. I hope that peace will soon be restored 
| and that business may speedily flourish in those 


most fertile islands, |To refer for a moment to 
‘the items in the balance sheet, I wish to point 

out that ourrent accounts in silver have 
{ inoreased by $3,99,973.15 during the half-year, 
' while fixed deposits in silver have decrensed 
by $1,178,237.17. Current accounts in gold 
‘ have inoreased by £4.749,759 8s. 8d. owing to the 
i large amount of Chinese Government money 
‘we held on the 30th April when onr London 

half-year closes. Our cash in hand and bills dis- 

counted, loans, and credits, also show an increase 
i from the same cause jin the latter instance we 
; had employed in liquid advances a considerable 
portion of the funds temporarily in our posses- 
sion. In the former jcase the funds not sv em- 
‘ployed were held in cash. Fixed deposits in 
gold show a slight decrease of £5,856 12s. 7d, Bills 
payable show a deorease of $1,457,000.44. while 
bills receivable show 4n increase of $6,445,185.65, 
the latter a very satisfactory item, showing the 
larger volume of exchange business transacted. 
The recent industrial development in Shang- 
hai having caused money to be in good de- 
mand there,-‘other {banks raised their rates 


and we deemed it. netessary to act similarly, 


A more serious matter was the raising of the . 


rate for fixed deposits in London from 34 to 4 


per cent. At the time it looked as if there was 


going to be a continuance of dear money in 
London and on the Continent. We were afraid 


of deposits leaving us and onr profitable ontward . 


business being checked. It we find that we are 
getting too much money at 4 per cent. we can 
easily revert to 3$ per cent. for new money 
later on. In conclusion, gentlemen, I have to 
remark at the prosperous and sound positioned 
in which this bank now stands reflects the 
greatest credit upon the far-sighted and con- 
scientious management of our Chief Manager, 
Mr. Jackson, who has received valuable co- 
operation from the staff genérally. (Applause.) 
Before moving the adoption of the report and 


accounts I shall be happy to answer any ques- 


tions. 


No questions were asked, and the CHAIRMAN - 


proposed the adoption of the report and accounts. 

Mr. WHEALLER said—1 have much pleasure 
in seconding the proposal. 
ever presented to the proprietors does not need 
many words to ensure its adoption by them. 


The best report: 


Good as the report is, however, the information . 


that the chairman has just given us is even 
better. The report shews that the bunk is now 
ina position of great strength, and the pro- 
posal to keep the reserve fund of 10 million 
dojlars, or say one million sterling, invested 
in sterling securities, is the one thing desirable 
to make that strength more absolute.- With 
our capital of 10 millions in silver and our 
reserve fund of 10 millions in gold we shall 
not only be independent of silver, but I 
think the bank’s credit in Europe must be 
largely strengthened. It is very pleasant to 
hear that in addition to the handsome profits 
which you have put before us there is still the 
considerable profit on two Chinese loans which 
it is proposed to deal with at the end of this 
year, so that hopes are raised that ere long it 
may be possible while still adding to the strength 
of the bank's position to add to the usual divid- 
end an occasional bonus, (Applause.) 

Carried. eo 

Mr. LergH—I have much pleasure in pro- 
posing the confirmation of the appointment of 


Messrs. A. McConachie and P. Sachse as 
Directors. 

Mr. HuTcHIson seconded. 

Carried. j 


The CHAarrman—Gentlemen, I have to thank 
you for your attendance. That concludes the 
business of the meoting. Dividend warrants 
will be sent out on Monday. 


HONGKONG HOTEL COMPANY, 
LIMITED, 


——_—_@———___—- 
The ordinary half-yearly meeting of share. 


holders in ‘he above company was held on Thurs- 
day at noon. Mr. HE. Osborne (Chairman) 
presided, and there were also present: Messrs 
R. C. Wilcox, W. Parfitt (directors), C. 
Mooney (secretary), J. R. Michael, Captain 
Clarke, W. H. Potts, J.C. Peter, G. C. Cox, 
W. K. Low, R. 8. Philpott, Ho Tung, Lo 
Cheung Shui, Leung Kit Shan, Ip Cho Fong, 


Ho Yau Nam, Chan Chan Nam, Tai Tak, and — 


Wong Kam Fnk. 

The SECRETARY read the notice convening 
the meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN— With 
will accept the report and accounts as read, 
The profits which have been realised on the six 


months covered by the report are the largest © 


for any single half year in the company’s 
history ; and the directors have to congratulate 
you on their being able to recommend a fairly 
substantial dividend after writing off an ade- 
quate sum from perishable property and allow- 
ing for a balance to be carried forward that will 
ensure the second half year's dividead being at 
least equal to the first. It may interest you fo 


know, gentlemen, as showing the recuperative 


our permission we - 


obi of your business, that since the year 


894—a year that proved to be the turning point 
between ruin or success—you have invested 
$63,000 in new farniture and furnishing acces-. 
suries, you have carried out repairs and im- 


Sora to your building to the extent of 
2,000, and including the present half year _ 
| you will have written down your .assets ‘b 


__fiiatt 96,1808, 
for fixed deposits from four to five per cont. 


x 


$47,000, & total “of $142,000, aqual to abost | 


t 
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‘wonld charge, and with 
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one-third of your capital; and the whole -of 
this money. gentlemen, hes come entirely out 
of profits. In place of the bankruptcy that 
stared you in the face five years ago, you passers 
greatly improved aerets. a valuable good will, 
and a comfortable balance at the bank. The 
business of the hotel during the winter season 


- was distinctly good, and more than ueually pro-. 


fitable ; for in consequence of the depreciation 
of the dollar we were in a position to raise the 
charges to the travelling public without their 
feeling it. In former years the fourist was 
able for his golden sovereign to ccmmand only 
$5 worth of accommodation ; to-day he is in the 
fortunate position of getting $10 worth for the 
same expenditure. This unfortunately cuts 
both ways, however, as is evidenced by the 
heavy increase in the cost of our home pur- 
chases. Since our last meeting we have invest- 
ed in steam washing maclinery. which enables 
us to get the washing dene ou the premises at 
considerably less cost than the Iccal dhobie 
the additional ad- 
vantage of ensured cleanliness. Wo have 
also erected a steam punkah puller—a great 
improvement ‘upon the uncertain energies 
of the average punkah coolie. In the near 
future the whole building, both inside and 
out, will undergo a thorough overhaul and 
painting, and we hope by next seas‘n the 
hote] will present a much smarter appearance 
than it does to-day. But + hilst p) oviding thus 
for outward show, we bave pot been unmindful 
of internal needs in the shape of up-to-date 
furnishing and other details which do so much 
for the comfort of guests and the good name of 
a hotel. I mention {bis because it is well share- 
holders should realise that. for ibe successful 
conduct of their business, it is absolutely neces- 
sary there should he a ceaseless and often heavy 
expenditure on improvements. People are pre- 
pared to pay for comiort, and it beboves us. 
therefore. whilst keeping a vigilant check upon 
extravagance and waste. {o stop at no reasonable 
expenditure that will yield « good return, Re- 


i Gerding the prospects of the present half year, 


he war in the Philippines has sent us a number 
of visitors whose contributions will enable us 

to tide over the lean summer months aud turn 
what has Litherto been a periad of loss into one 
of moderate profit. Apart from this windfall, 
however, you will be pleased to learn that there 
seems every prospect in the future of the hotel 
reaping the benefit of that improved reputation 
which I think even our most hostile and captious 
critics will concede it is entitled to. If any 
gentleman has any qnestions to ask I shall be 
glad to ansver them. 

There‘ being no questions, 

The CHAIRMAN proposed the adoption of the 
report and accounts as presented. 

Mr. G. C. Cox—I have much pleasure in 
seconding that, Mr. Chairman. No doubt the 
shareholders must all have listened with much 
gratification to the remarks you have been able 
to make this morning. and we are all much 

indebted to the directors for the success with 
which they have pulled the hotel through. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The resolution was carried. 

On the motion of Mr. Ho Tuna, seconded 
by Mr. Peter, Messrs. 1}. Osborne and R. C. 
Wilcox were re-elected directors. 

On the motion of Mr. MicHAEL, seconded by 
Mr. Paivrorrt, Messrs. W.H. Pottsand W. H. 
Gaskell were re-elected auditors. 

Mr. Ho ‘l'ux@a—Mr. Chairman, I am sure all 
present must be gratified to learn from your lips 
the-sound position this company hus attained, 
and which is so plainly shown in the excellent 
report laid before us. Some of those present 
are not aware, however, as I am aware (having 
sat on the board myself in the dark days of the 
company) what an advance has been made. 
Five years ago, the prospect of aay dividend 
being ever paid by this company seemed very 
remote, and but for the indefatigable efforts of 
the present directors it is doubtful, I think, 
whether such a result would have been reached. 


- The shares at that time might readily have been 


picked up at from $7 to 810; it ‘was a struggle 
to pay the interest on the loan; nothing had 
been written off for depreciation; and the 
balance at credit was nil. Step by step, how- 
ever, and by rigid economies, by careful atten- 
tion to the business of the hotel, by prevention 
of loss by bad debts, by judicious letting of 


es 


all available premises as shops, offices, &c.,_ 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
and by pntting a stop to leakages in all 


165 
welcome to the travelling publio and should 


. { 


departments, the balance on the wrong side was | enable the company to offer its patrons more of 


redressed, the hotel was gradually brought into 
a better condition, its setvice improved, and the 
place rendered more attractive as the directors 
in course of time got command of funds; the 
stock was overhanled and replenished and the 
furniture first written down and then added to. 
‘Thus, by degrees, the ‘hotel has attained the 
position it now enjoys, that of second to none 
in the Far East. All this has been effected. in 
spite of-much discouragement, by untiring at- 
tention to details of a kind calculated to try the 
patience of any business man. Your directors 
have cheerfully given up most of their spare 
time to this work, being determined to see the 
thing through, and they have succeeded. To 
do this they have been practically managers as 
well as directors. I know what all this work 
means, and I am sure that only men in vigorous 
health could attempt such labours in addition 
to their ordinary duties, ‘Well. gentlemen, the 
bad times have fortunately been tided over, 
shares are now at a premium, and the company 
is paying a dividend jat the rate of 8 per 
cent per annum with qa good chance of a better 
one to come. I believe all the shareholders 
will thoroughly agree with me that the time 
hus arrived for some recognition on their part 
of the efforts of the ditectors in achieving this 
result. You will remember that, at the last 
meeting, I referred {6 this matter, and then 
said that I hoped the time would come when I 
should be able to propose a bonus for the 
directors. I think, géntlemen, that time has 
come, and 1 will now ask the hoard to summon 
an extraordinary general meeting 6f the 
company for the putpose of submitting to 
sharebolders a resolution authorising the grant 
to the three existing directors of a substuntial 
bonus in recognition of their services in the 
past. With regard to the amount of the bonus, 
1 propuse to consult some of the principal 
shareholders. (Hear. hear.) 

‘Lhe CHAIRMAN—On behalf of my co-direc- 
tors and myself I havd to thank you, Mr. Ho 
Tung and Mr. Cox, }for the very flattering 
comments you have bden good enough to pass 
upon our work. It is exceedingly gratifying 
to us to know that} our efforts have been 
crowned with a fair measure of success and it 
is even more gratifving to feel that those efforts 
are appreciated by the shareholders. (Hear, 
hear.) We shefl be! very happy to call the 
meeting Mr. Ho Tung speaks of at which the 
subject mentioned by him can be discussed. 
That is all the businegs. I thank you for your 
attendance. The dividend warrants will be 
out this afternoon gud tbey can be Lad on 
application at the secretary's office. : 


“STAR” FERRY LAUNCH Cu LID. 


The statutory meeting of the “Star’’ Ferry 
Launch Co., Ltd, wag held on 15th Aug. in the 
office of the Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf 
and Godown Co. Mr. C. S. Sharp presided. 
The other gentlemen present were :—Mesurs 
E. 8. Whealler. A.j Haupt -(Directors), E. 
Osborne (secretary), N. A. Siebs, A. Shelton 
Hooper, G. Murray |Bain, E. Georg, E. W 
Terry, J. M. Beck, J.| Brownhill, J. A. Plumn- 
mer, R. C. Wilcox, H. Pinckney, I. P. Madar, 
Leung Kum Lin, Ng Kan, Chen Ki Tong. 
Wong Kam-fuk, W. Newton, S. R. Ismail, ete. 

The CHAIRMAN g§aid—Gentlemen, as you 
are no doubt aware, this is only a formal 
meeting, called iu jorder to comply with 
the requirements of} the Companies’ Ordin- 
ances, aod the only business we have to 
transact is to fix the time for halding the com- 
pany'’s annual Ted gn mevting. ‘The’ capital 


was fully subscribed and the varions agreements 
in connection with the formation ot the com- 
pany were adopted) and the company com- 
menced operations on the Ist May. ‘l'here have 
been various pelty faster which seem inse- 


parable from the transfer of such a business; 
y being got over, and on 
the whole we are now| moving along as smoothly 
as can be expected. - We aro inclined to take it 
as a favourable symptom that our critics are 
not now so much in ¢vidence in the newspapers 
as at one time was the case. The new “ double 
ender ” is now being; constructed by the Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Dock Co., and should 
be completed about October next. We think 
this addition to the company’s fleet should be 


but these are gradual 


an up-to-date serv'ce. It is our present in- 
tention, when this steamer is ready to take her 
placa on the line, to dispose of the Morning Star, 
which is hardly suitable for modern require- 
ments on such a service. We are arranging 
for improved wharf accommodation at Kowloon, 
including protection from the weather to 
travellers while waiting for the launches, 
and we hope later on to be able to effect 
some. improvements on the Hongkong side 
as well. It may interest yon to hear that earn- 
ings have been well up to estimates sofar. Tho 
only other business lefore the meeting is to fix 
the date of the annual general meeting of the 
Company. I have to propose that the annual 
general meetings of the compavy he held be- 
fore the 3lst July in each year. Our financial 
year will end on the aloo . 80 in mention: 


ing 3let July wo are allowing ourselves very - 
ample time for the preparation of the accounts. . 


Mr. TeRRY seconded the resolution. 

Carried unanimously. 

The CBAIRMAN—Gentlemen, unless any 
members present have any remarks to make, 
that will complete the business. before the 
meeting. 


TH! GREAT LASTERN A\D CALE- 
DUNIAN GOLD MiNING CO.,, 
DIMIL¢D, 


~~ @—___—- 

The following report has been received from 
the manager at the Mines :- - 

Mount Macdonald, 
22nd July, 1898. 

Great Eastern Mine—The North Drive is 
now in 26 feet and south in 2 feet. The reef is 
4 feet wide, of which the eastern half carries a 
lot of fine gold, whilst the western half is com- 
posed of quartz and moullock with no gold in 
it. The gold bearing part taken out will 
probably yield !4 to 15 dwt. per'ton, but we are 
not yet op the big reef, todo which we would 
have to drive another 20 feet probably. About 
50 feet south of our shaft on the surface 
the reef is split in two, reforming again into 
the large lode a little higher up the hill, and 
we have undonbtedly strnck the same formation 
below, as the reef is dipping north, and since 
we have not got the footwall yet. The pleas- 
ing part about this reef is that it apparently 
carries more gold at the greater depth than it 
did at the higher levels. and a very important 
fact also is the large increase of mineral in the 


stone, which here at Mount Macdonald means - 


also more gold. The crosscnt west is in 37 feet, 
but I have stopped the work there, most unwil- 
lingly though, since we cinnot expect anything 
there under 60 feat. 

Zulu Whip Road.— The reef we cut here 
some time ago has been traced for a good dis- 
tance up the hill, but we arv not going to spend 
any more money on it just yet, as we can cut it 
from below or turn our attention to it again 
later oa. ; 

Zulu Main Shaft—The new contractors 
started end of last week and they will have the 
shaft down by five. more feet on Saturday, 
which would bring the shaf t down to 148 feet. 
There is nothing new to report from here. 
The reef is as strong as ever, and so far this 
claim promises to become the mainstay of this 
company. Gold can be seen freely in the stone, 
but the battery will prove the best test. 

Rise and Shine Shaft.—Tho contractors will 
start here to-morrow. The present depth is 
81 feet from old brace. The last 14 days 
have been spent in logging up and fixing 
the whipple. The additional 31! feet should be 
ee down very quickly, as the ground is not too 

ard and the shaft cnly small. 

Bank of England Shaft is down to 64 feet. 
Also here the men have been busy logging up 
and fixing the whipple, and after putting in 
one more set of timber, the contractors will take 
charge of this shaft also. In other words, our 
work will be done now faster and cheaper. 
There is also nothing new from this reef to 
report. It remains the same strong body: of 
guar with a rich footwall. We have about 

UO tons at grass. ; i 

Caledonian Main Shaft.—The cross cut for 


the reef is now in 85 feet and 20 feet-more 


shonld ent it. : 
Dam.—‘he rainy weather ond the water 
from the Caledonian shaft have filled two-thirds 


- 


t 


eed 


Corpl. Cosgrove ... 31 29 29 = 89 
Clr. Sergt. Heap ... 33 30 25 88 
Sergt.Creedon ... 29 31 28 88 
Sergt. Lees .. .. 29 33 25 & 
Capt. Hibbert... ... 31 32 ig = 82 
‘Sergt. Bacon... ... 33 25 23 81 
Private Thornton .. 32 29 14 ra) 
779 
TIE RIPLE ASSOCIATION, 
200 500 600 
yards. yards. yards. Total 

Mr. McLennan... 32. 340 29 95 
Mr. Marshall... ... 30 29 28 87 
Mr. Smyth... 30 29 2% 86 


of this Jarge reservoir, so that all our fears as 
{o future shortage are allayed. 

Battery—I have let the excavations to 
the same contractor who made the dam. He is 
inaking fair headway. Mr. Hodkinson writes 
to-day from Sydney that the first ten head are 
ready and will be sent up next week. Iam 
busy getting tenders for the battery shed. 

Office. —We are laying the foundation piles. 


ROYAL HONGKONG YACHT CLUB. 


ee ges 
The annual general mecting was held on the 


-: Oth August, when the officers for the season 


1998-9 were elected. 
General Committee :—Commodore, Hon. F. H. 
May, C.M.G.; Vice-Commodore, Capt. Has- 
tings, R.N.; Hon. Secretary, Mr. A. Denison ; 
Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Gershom Stewart; Official 
Measurer, Mr. C. H. Gale; Unofficial members, 
Messrs. J. Hastings, H. E. Pollock, and A. 
Bannerman. 

Protest Committee:—The Commodore, the 
Vice-Commodore. Capt. W H. Taylor, R.N.; 
Capt. J. Rogers, R.N. 

Deputy Measurers:—Capt. Rogers, R.N.; 
Mr. A. Denison. 

Starting Officer :—Capt. Rogers, R.N. 

Thé times for starting the classes in the Club 
races{ were fixed, for the A class 1.15 p.m., B 
class,{.30 p.m. Date of opening cruise, October 
30th! Date of first Club race, Nov. 6th. 


. 


RIFLE MATCH. 


—— ee 


HTIONGKONG RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
Vv. KING'S OWN, 

This match, fired on Saturday, 13th Aug. 
resulted in a victory for the Regiment by 36 
points. The following are the scores :— 

THE KING'S OWN REGIMENT, 

200 500 600 
yards. yards. yards. 

Lee. Corpl. Cornfield 32 34 21 
Sergt. Springham..: 30 29 33 92 


Total. 


Sergt. Bowery, R.E. 30 3+ 21 85 
Mr. A.H.Skelton... 28 28 29 85 
Mr.W.Macdonald 29 28 22 79 
Corpl. Leadingham. 27 22 29 78 
Corpl. Hills, K.E.... 25 32 18 7) 
Sergt.-Mjr. Wallace 26 23 2: 73 


CORRESP. NDENCE 
{We do not hold ourselves responsible for the 
opinions expressed by our corn spondents.] 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN CHINA. 


TO THB EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS.” 

Srr.—The British Government has declared 
its policy of protecting the Chincse Empire 
against aggression or disintegration. Doubt- 


Yess their intentions are most laudable but to 


the thoughtful student of evolution they seem 
to be by their actions precipitating the entire 
break up of that failing relic of past grandeur, 
instead of imparting new life to it. Trees 
which outgrow their strength are pruned to 
renew their vigour, and Ghina requires to be 
praned of all such provinces as are peopled by 
diverse races, speaking a different tongue from 
that spoken in the Yangtsze Valley and the 
valley of the Yellow River. 
‘OLD CHINA HAND. 
“Hongkong, 16th August, 1898. 


| 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
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. VACATIONS. 
: ] 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE “ DAILY PRESS.” 
Drar Srz,—Referring to the Attorney-Gen- 
eral's comment at the last Council meeting on 
the necessity of vacations, and remembering 
Dr. Cantlio’s injundtion to the public on his 
departure from our| shores, it is a matter of 
great surprise that the hard-working mer- 
cantile community lof Hongkong can go on 
year after year in this trying climate without 
a day's holiday except on sick leave and yet 
seem to preserve fheir vitality and health. 

Will this abuse tell in time ?—Yours truly, 

A QUILL DRIVER. 

Hongkong, 17th August, 1898. 


THE PEACE OF THE PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS,” 


Washington to the question of the Philippine 
Islands is very strange and from all points of 
view dangerous. T'he United States Govern- 
ment canuot doubtithat the Philippine people, 
when they stretched their arms towards them 
on asking their protection, trusted them for taeir 
future happiness with all the loyalty of a people 
tyrannized over for more than three centuries ; 
and now to conclude a treaty of peace giving the 
Spaniards a right: to interfere in the future 
destiny of the Philippine Islands is to perpetuate 


| in that fine Archipelago war and desolation. 


The cruelties committed by the Spaniards in 
the Philippines have for ever condemned from 
that country the name of Spain, her history, 
and even her memory, so much so that the 
actual war is not one of race, por a merely 
political war; it is one originating from the 
terror and dread which is produced there by 
everything Spanish. It is the national feeling 
of a people Nexed pander all sorts of tyranny 
and cruelty, which! now reveals itself and over- 


4 


throws such an awful politico-social condition. 
All the repugnant scenes which are related 
by Tacitus in thé pages of his bloody history 
are pale and light in comparison with the cruel- 
ties committed by|Spaniards in the Philippine 
Archipelago. For this reason any relations be- 
tween Spain and the Philippine Islands are im- 
possible ; it would be to perpetuate a bloody war 
without quarter. . ia 
We believe that'Spain in her own interests 
ought to renounce for ever any interference 
with the Philippine Islands, for she will never 
be able to rule peacefully over'them as long as 
a single native of those Islands breathes and 
lives there. The whole country is risen up 
against the Spanish sovereignty, and if it is 
true that only the inhabitants of Luzon and 
some other Islands have taken up arms, it is 
not less certain that those that have not yet 
actually risen in arms have done so morally and 
that they would rosh on to the battle-field as 
soon as a warlike trumpet shonld sound in their 
respective lands ,uowever weak the sound. 
‘This is the case in the Visayas Islands and 
all the remainder of the Archipelago; if they 
have not risen up still in fact they would do as 
| 800n as they thought they were to be again sub- 
| dued and ruled by: Spaniards. 
The international policy which at the present 

moment iutervenes in the politics of the Philip- 
‘ pines should consider that the watchword of the 
| Philippine insurrection is “ Rather death than 
Spaniards,” and this watchword they will de- 
_ fend with all the ardour of a people who have for 
‘go long been subjected to ill-treatment und in- 
| justice. 
| . Lhe Philippine people at the present moment 
desire only independance under North Ameri- 
' ean protection, or annexation of the Philippine 
Islands by that Republic. 2 

LOS FILIPINOS. 

’ Hongkong, 17th August, 1898. 


THE GOVERNMENT'S WILFUL 
WASTE... ~ 


| TO THE EDITOR OP THE “(DAILY FRESS.” 
DEAR S1R,—Anyone who will take the trouble 
to. walk along the Praya from east to west of 
the colony this morning will find a number of 
wrecks of night soil boats. This happens every 
typhoon. While Chinese owned junks are 
promptly removed to-a p. of safety these 


jarer n e  e re nreenepeminennt in ere re eee ee, mere p 


S1z,—The solution given by the Cabinet of 


‘tain gold, and then to have shi 


boats, which cost-several hundred dollars each, 
are left alongside the jetties to weather it out 
if they can and poison the inhabitants living in 
the vicinity meanwhile. Sometimes they escape 
with more or less damage; often they become 
total wrecks, when their contents are spread . 
over the water to befoul the harbour. -Every 
one of the wrecks visible to-day could have been 
avoided had it been anyono’s duty to remove 
the boats yesterday. If the Government can- 
not spare any of their own launches for this 
purpose, $5 paid toa Chinese owned towboat | 
would have saved each of these soil boats which © 
have been wilfully thrown away.—Yours, &c., 

ECONOMY. | 

Hongkong, 18th August, 1898. 


THE NEW BALMORAL GOLD 
MINING CO., LIMITED. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRES9.” 
Sir—Living at an outport I was unfortu- 
nately unable to attend the meeting held re- 
cently by the above Company ; but I have now 
received a printed report of the same, and | 
would ask you to kindly allow me to offer a few 
comments and suggestions upon this highly 
interesting and very suggestive document. The 
first item which calls for notice is the paragraph 
in which we are told that the Company went to 
great trouble and expense in shifting the plant ~ 
to the mine. But: why in the name of all that 
is rational, reasonable, practical, and business- 
like, did they do so before they were sure of 


having discovered gold? What would have — - 


been easier than to have first tried and proved 
those portions of the mine il a to con- 

ted the plant 
if necessary ? 

Then again it is noticeable that the capital 
advanced in the mine is just covered by the 
value of the plant if anyone conld be found to 
take it over, but which is otherwise worthless! 
But who would be likely to take it over, except 


perhaps the owners of the adjoining property? - , 


and then I suppose they would want the mine 
with it! 

The third point which I would touch upon is 
with regard to the two shafts which the expert 
found flooded, but was told that “there was 
nothing in them.” Possibly and probably not. 
But would it not be-as well to make sure 
of this before throwing up the spongeP In 
short. it seems tome that it would bea highly 
foolish proceeding on the part of the share- 
holders should they decide to give up everything 
and to abanden all farther effort after the 
expenditure of so much time, labour, and expense, 
to the end, possibly, that others may carry it 
on to a successful issue. 

I would suggest that a call of 10 per cent. 
or 20 percent. be made and the work be gone 
on with at our risk, and not abandoned ‘until 
upon farther development it is found that the 
mine is utterly worthless, and that there is not . 
the slightest hope of ultimate success—which 
at present there is.—I remain, &o., yours truly. 

A SHAREHOLDER. 

Canton, 17tn August, 1898- 


THE WOUSUNG RAILWAY. 


—__@——__—— 
Shanghai, 8th August. 

An unofficial trial trip from Shanghai to 
Woosnng was arranged by Mr. Hildebrand, the 
Engineer-in-charge, to take place on Saturday 
afternoon, to which a limited number of for- 
eigners and Chinese were invited. For con- 
yenience’s sake the train, consisting of a-Brook’s . 
tank engine and four third-class carriages, was 
drawn up at the spot where the old Railway 


Road crosses the line, about 200 yards‘from the — 


Shanghui station. Here every coign of vantage 
was taken possession of by wondering natives, 
who were watching what was to them a novel 
and astounding means of locomotion. At 
4.09 p.m. a start was made, and in a few 
minutes the Rifle Range station was reached, | 
when the train stopped for a short time. — 

similar stoppage was made at Kiangwan station, 
up to which point the train had proceeded only - 
at a moderate rate of speed; but this: was 
greatly accelerated between Kiangwan and 
Woosung, the latter station being reached at. 


4.34 o'clock, so that the entire journey was. © : 


accomplished in 25 minutes. _ 


Tes 
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1870, be for the defaults aforesaid suspended 
for the period of six calendar moyths froni this 
date) and the Court recommends that! a certifi- 
cate) as first mate be granted to the said William 
Dawiel Cameron for the aforesaid] period. The 
expenses of this Court tixed at £16 Is. 10d. are 
approved.” 

ated at Shanghai this 9th day of August, 
1898, (signed) R. P. Cochran, Commander, 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Phenix] President of 
Naval Court; W. P. Ker, H.M! Acting Vice- 
’ Consul at Shanghai; C. F. Prekton, master of 
‘British steamship Parramatta, members. 


THE NELD FOR A SWAVEY OF 
THE UPPLR YA\QTSZE. 
—@— = 


A movement has been starte(l in Chungking 
ith the object of pressing upon the Brifish 
overnment the necessity of having a proper 
~survey made of the waters of the Upper Yang- 
ze, with a view to improving) the presfnt most 
nadequate means of communication between 
hat important city and the cuter world. The 
ovement has the hearty spproval cof Mr. 
itton, the British Consul at}; Chungking, and 
the following petition to the Maryuis of Salis- 
bury is in course of signature :— 

To the Marquis of SaLtsgury, K.G., Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, etc., etc., jete. 

We the undersigned British and American 
subjects resident in West China, and the Valley 
of the Yangtsze l‘iver repeqtfully beg fo repre- 
sent to your Lordship the }exatious delays in 
communication between West China and the 
Lower Yangtsze River. Tlhese constitute not 
only a hindrance to trade, but a danger to the 
lives and properties of Missionaries and others 
resident in the interior, on account of the diffi- 
culty of affording= prope protection against 
rioters. - 

These inconveniences ate primarily due to 
the absence of regular steam communication 
between the Lower River gud Chungking. 

‘It was formerly considered impossible for 
steamers to ascend the rapids above Ichang, 
but in the spring of this year, Mr. A. J. Little 
a British subject, succeedefl in bringing a small 
launch up the rapids, and to Chungking. 

His experience has proved the navigability 
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of the Upper River by stam. but it has also | 


is shewed the necessity of alcareful survey of the 
, river from I’chang upwartls before steam com- 
munication can become refular and profitable. 
Under these circumstances we venture to 
submit for your Lordship’s consideration the 
advisability, in the interest of British residents 
and British trade in West China, of iustituting 
such a survey by naval! experts at. an early 
date—We have ihe honour to be, 
With great respect, 
Your Lordship’s 
most obedient servants. 


FIRE ON THE“ BARING BROTHELS” 
Al KOBE 


penremanennniess nce WT 7 pore 


Kobe, 12th August. 


the American sailing ship) Baring Brothers, lying 
in Kobe harbour. 
Tha vessel is completely gutted. 
There are rnmours of incendiarism on the - 
part of the crew, as the| vessel was loaded and 
ready for departure —Nagasaki Press. 


| RICE RIOTS At SIKING. | 
Shanghai, 5th August. | 

>A number of discontented villagers in the | 
vicinity of Siking have for the past two or three | 
days formed themselves finto bands and raided : 
a number of rice shops jn Siking as well as the | 
farmhouses of well-to-do ne in the vicinity. | 
A large quantity of grain has thus been taken 
by the raiders and distributed amongst. their | 
families and a sort of reign of terror has set in / 
in Siking. In consequence of this all the shops ! 
in the place have closed] their doors and trade | 
lias) been suspended for'the last two. days. 
Assistance is said to haye been asked from Tsai 
ee! -Yaotai here by the mandarins at Siking. —N. ©. 
Po Daliy News. ’ 

ye Shanghai, 4th August. 
Information was jee here yesterday . 
- afternoon from the Roman Catholic Mission 


\ 
} 
' 
f 


1 
SUPPOSED INCENDIARISM, | 
| 


‘ persons were killed. 
' boats wrecked, and people injured in some way 


. other places, as 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY P#ESS AND 


station at the Feng-wan-shan Hills that a riot 
took place on Tuesday last at Naizee, a village 
near the Hills, largely inhabited by native 
Christians. About 1,060 men marched in a 
body and attacked a Christian family who were 
believed to have a large quantity of rice stored 
up. The attack was quite unexpected and so 
far as we can learn was made upon innocent 
persons: Several were injured but no lives 
wera lost. 

The Roman Catholic chapel was burnt down 
to the ground and the Native Christians had to 
flee for their lives. The cause of the outbreak 
is traceable not to hostility to Christianity but 
against the hoarding of rice with the object of 
enhancing the price, 

The chapel was largely built from votive offer- 
ings and was only used occasionally, there being 
no resident priest— Mercury. 

Shanghai, 6th Auge 

It. appears that the rice disturbances at Sik- 
ing and Chipaochen reported in these columns 
yesterday were in a measure connected with 
each other. the rice’ godown .of the miserly 
farmer at Chipaochen having heenjraided by a 
band of hungry rustics from Posting had 
crossed the river to join the Siking rioters, 
having been shown the way by the victims’ 
fellow townsmen. In the compound of the 
pilfered farmer was a private chapel, this 
moan being a Roman Catholic, the chapel 

being used by his family and other 
families in the vicinity. In the riot five 
or six rooms attached to the chapel in 
question were plundered aud broken down. 
It is is stated that a short time ago when 
the local authorities at Sungkiang. within 
whose jurisdiction belong both Siking and 
Chipaochén, notified the various villages out- 
side Sunkiang that rice at cost price was 
now ready to ba sold to whoever desired to buy 
the grain. the headmen of Siking and Chipao- 
chen amongat whom it seems was the plundered 
farmer, declared to the’ district magistrate of 
Loubsien that there was no necessity of selling 
rice at cost price and therefore they refused 
the privilege on behalf of their townships, ex- 
: pecting doubtless to force the villagers to buy 
‘their rice. This so enraged the people round 
| about who. by the way. are cotton cultivators 
j and therefore depend upon importe s for their 
rice, that a resolution was tuken to take away 
' {he rice stared up by their headmen and then 
apply to Sungkiaug for the purchase of rice at 
cost price afterwards. This first part of the 
programme was adhered to, causing the rice 
shops, etc., at Siking to close their doors, but 
as is usual in mob riots the programme was ex- 
ceeded, resulting in the destruction of the 
private chapel above noted.—N. C. Daily Neus. 


| 
| TYPHOON IN FORMOSA. 
: cae 
. GREAT LOSS OF LIFE AND SERIOUS DAMAGE, 
: Taipeh, 8th August. 

An unprecedented gale with Seavy rainfall 
‘ has been experienced here, lasting from Satur. 
day morning to Sundsy night. This caused 
the river Tamsui to overflow, and the greater 


‘ part of the city of Taipeh has be b d. 
Fire broke out at 12.34 this morning on board i Tir oie ad Bae Geil aca 


About a thousand houses collapsed, and many 
The houses damaged, 


or other are almost innumerable. The water 
subsided this morning and the wind dropped. 
Sericus damage has been done to property out- 
side the city of Taipeh. / 
Tdkyo, 9th August. 
A telegram of the 7th inst. from the Taipeh 


- branch of the Formosan Trading Company 


ays :— 

N disastrous inundation has been experienced 
here. and a large number of people have been 
either killed or injured. . 

Nothing is known about the damage done in 

railway services and telegraphs 
have becn interrupted: Kol Chronicle. 


The Soo Pao ‘says that the recent steps 
towards progress imade by the Emperor were all 
adopted on the stlong recommendation of Mr. 
Kang Yu Wei, who has been ordered to return 
to Shanghai to manage the Chinese Progress, 

‘now altered to Chang Yen Puo instead cf Shih 

Wu Poo, signifying that it will point out the 
truth in representing faults and. deficits — 
Mercury. z 


, month’s work, ont of 1,400 tons stone. 


[August 20, 1898 
CANTON NOTES, 


gg 


[FROM TIIE “CHUNG NGOI SAN PO.”] 

The Kwangsi rebels have not been quite sub-° 
dued, though they have been driven from all the 
principal cities which they seized during the 
first outbreak of the rebellion. They -have 
now divided jthemselves into small bands to ~ 
make attacks on the villages, and a number havo 
suffered morg or less from their ravages, Com- 
plaint after complaint has been made to the local 
authorities coupled with requests for protection, 
but the authorities, finding it difficult enough to 
protect themselves from the rebels, can do 
nothing for them. The high officials, thinking, 
that the rebellion is quite at an end, take no 
notice of the remaining rebels, who might at 
any moment become as formidableasever. The 
Canton soldiers despatched thither, being im- 
properly paid, are staying in the district of 
Paklau and refuse to take any further steps to 
cope with jthe rebels, saying that no pay no 
work is their rule, At present only the native lu-- 
‘kongs who are paid by the merchants and inhabit- 
antsare willing to go forward to oppose the rebels. 
On the 19th inst. several hundreds of rebels made 
an attack pn the place named Sz-oi-hum, in the 
district dt 


Pingnam, and as the place had 
‘no defence whatever, they were able to 
commit all descriptions of crimes and to ab- 
stract all the valuables from the shops and 
family houses. On the 11th instant over a 
thousand! attacked Tawongkong, which is 
the centte of trade in Chamchow prefecture. 
No-resistance being offered, the rebels carried 
away not only the money, but also the valuable 
goods, {The Prefect of Chamchow sent to 
Wuchow for assistance. but the request was not 
, as the force in Wuchow was scarcely 
for its own pretection and the Canton 
soldiers not being properly provided for would 
not obey orders. Business in most of the places 
where trade is usually very large is reported to 
be still at a standstill. 

The [Viceroy of Canton has again memo- 
rialised the Throne to be allowed to resign his 
post. The Viceroy sent in his resignation 
sometime ago on account of illness, but the 
request; was refused and only several months’ 
leave granted. It is reported that His Exeel- 
lency hhs had a relapse and has made up his 
mind tq return to his home in Hunan province. 

merchant, name unknown, has petitioned 
the Goreriment to be allowed to open a: coal 
mine at a place near Pakhoi, which, he says, he 
has lately discovered. On the 15th’ instant’ a 
weiyuen and a mineralogist were conveyed by 
the gunboat Fou-Po to the said place to examine 
the site. 

The} Viceroy has memorialised the Peking 
Government to be allowed to enlist two thonsand 
five hundred more soldiers for the protection of . 
Kwangtuug. He says that a good number of 
soldieys were disbanded after the China-Japan . 
war by the order of the Peking Government 
and that the present force is not sufficient to 
keep the province in peace, as rebellions are so 
common at present. 

It is reported that tho superintendent of’ 
Custops, named Chong. Shan, is expected to 
arrivein Canton in a few days, The officials have 
made every preparation for His Excellency’s 
reception. 


HONGALONG, 
—_—-— ->-- — 

H.M.S. Powerful arrived on Saturday morn- 
ing from Japan. 

From Australian papers we learn that the 
steamer Taiyuan was towed into Melbourne 
recently with her shaft broken. 

My. W. E. Crowe, Government Analyst, who 
has been home on leave, returned on 15th August 
by the N. Y. K. steamer Sado Muru. 

The sale of inland lot 1,413, ete., advertised to . 
take place on 17th Aug. at the offices of Messrs. 
Hughes & Hough, has been postponed inde-. 
finitdly. : 

The Singapore Secretary of the Raub Austra- 
lian |Gold Mining Co., Limited, has received — 
the following telegram from Raub, dated 9th 
Augnst :—" Rough cleaning up of battery 
yielded 3.200 oz. amalgam, estimated quantity 
of stpne crushed being 1,400 tons.” Ata rough 
estimate of 37 per cent. of gold in the amalgam 
this|wonld give 1,184 ounces of gold for the 


August 20, 1898.) 


The maximum tempe ture last month was 
88.7, on the 18th, and the minimum 76.3, on the 
30th, the mean for thei month being 81.7. The 
‘ rainfall amounted to 7.055 inches. 

a A.M.S. Hermione arrived on 14th Aug. from 
Singapore via Bangkok.; She reports having 
yO encountered a typhoou,{ in which the ship 

: behaved splendidly. H.M.S. Peacock also arrived 
ie on the same day from (Labuan. 


Mr. F. J. Haver Droeze, Consul-General for 
the Netherlands, informs us that the quarantine 
regulations in Netherlands Endia against ar- 
rivals from Hongkong! and the prohibition 
of importation of certain articles have been 
repealed. 


{H.M.S. Blenheim| avrived from England 
on Thureday afternopn.. While entering the 
harbour, almost at lbw water, she took the 
ground ov the fourjfathom patch off North 
Point, but floated aff with the rising tide 
shortly before seven p'clock, having sustained 
no damage. 


A few weeks ago some commotion was caused 
by the appearance of & shark near the Canton 
W harfand its snapping up a fish which had fallen 
from the Canton steqmer into the water. On 
Saturday the shark was seen againin the same 
locality. An attempt) was made to catch it, but 

‘ owing to the bait being improperly set it was 
unsuccessful. 

Captain Eldridge, jof the Chinese revenue 
erniser Kai Pan, informs us that he left the 
Wingfoo in Yulinkan|Harbour (South Coast of 
Hainan Island) on the th August at 5 am 
Captain Eldridge thinks she was to start again 
that morning for Mamila, but as the Kat Pan 
left before daylight he .could not tell for 
certain. All on board of: her were well. She 
had gone in to Yulinkpn for shelter during the 
bad weather, having made'two or three attempts 
to get across. 


Tuesday was one of the most sultry days ex- 
.perienced this summer, and the heat continued 
well into the night, buf in the early morning a 
heavy thunderstorm broke over the colony, ac- 
companied by a consid¢rable fall in the temper- 
ature, and afterwards the wind continued 
i: gusty. At twenty-minptes to seven on Wedues- 
~ day morning the black South cone was 
‘hoisted. The weather report dated 10.25 
stated that the typhoonl appeared to be situated 
: about two hundred miles ta the 8.S.E. of Hong- 
_. kong, moving W.N.W.| Another notice issued 
at 3 p.m. stated that the typhoon appeared to be 
moving north-east and that the gule would 
probably be severe from| the east. The weather 
all day on Wednesday was squally and a high sea 
was running in the harbonr, which brought a 
few of the small craft to grief. The Kowloon 
ferry launches ran to (East Point instead of 
Pedder’s Wharf and abdut sundown the service 
was suspended. | 


re anal 


Mr. Carl Georg, the n anager of the Great 
Eastern and Caledonian Gold Mines, Mount 
~Macdonald, New South Wales, writes us that 


he met tha other day an |Amierican metallurgist 

of the ngme of Middleton, whose father was 

formerly in business in Shanghai. Mr. Geog 

says they,fell of course tp talking of the Far 

East, and Mr. Middleton! asked him whether he 

ever held an interest in| {he famous Sheridan 

Mines, which he knew|had been sold as no 

good. Mr. Middleton jhad been in Denver 

often and had been all over the mines, and kis 
information was as follows:—The Tomboy 

Mine, part of the property, was sold for $35,000 

to. the Exploration Co., JLondon (Rothschild’s 
enterprise) and yielded’ in 1895, the 

year that Mr. Middletan was there, at the 

rate of $75,000 to $78,000 (gold) profit per 

: “month. The Sheridan Mine was bought by the 
: Smugglers Union Co. and when Mr. Middieton 
saw the mine they were Ariying a tunnel ona 
vein from 8 feet to 16 fedt wide, taking it ont 
8 feet high, and it yielded Lioz of gold per ton 
in the Huntingdon mill, besides large concen- 
trates. They were treating,the old dump over 
again and had built a special tramway for this 
purpose, and it paid them well. The foregoing, 
adds Mr. Georg, “is probably one of the many 

_ chapters -in the book of companies floated and 
owned in the Hast and a prodf of what splendid 
properties have been held jn China, but it beats 
me how shareholders let everything go to the 


dogs before they interfere, abd then only when 
all belief in the show has gone.” 
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CHINA OVERL#A 


We hear that intimation has been received 
on H.M.S. Barfleur that the paying off has 
been postponed. Or(lers have also been received 
that the Blenheim, which has on board the crew 
that was to be transferred to the Barfleur, is to 
be held in readiness for service. This is in 
connection with the disturbed state of affairs in 
the North. 

On 17th Augnst a couple of lots of Crown 
land were sold by public auction. One of the 
lots contuins 8.896 square feet and is situated in 
Kennedy Road north of the Union Church. 
The annul rent is $68 and the upset price was 
$1,334. ‘The other lot is in the same locality 


and comprises 15,234 square feet; annual rent | 


$114, upset price $2,285. The sums fetched 
were 81,709 and $3,828, Mr. A. C. Gutierrez 
being the purchaser in each case. 
afternoon a lot measuring 23.100 square feet 
und west of the market at Hung Hom was 
sold for $5,200, being 825 above the upset 
price. The annual rent is 8162. - 

H.A. Pape and H. Anderson, chief officer 
and chief engineer of the Norwegian steamer 
Frejr. appeared before Commander Hastings at 
the Magistracy on I7th August to answer 
a charge of being drunk and disorderly and 
refusing to pay 10 cents vehicle fare. P.C. 
Laycock said that at eleven o'clock the previous 
night he was on dutiy at Pedder’s Wharf when 
defendants came up in rickshas. They were 
both drunk and refused to pay their ricksha 
hire and made a disturbance. Witness arrested 
them both. On the way to the station first de- 
fendant became very violent. and witness had 
to get assistance to luck him up. The ricksha 
coolie also gave evidence, and defendants were 
each fined $12 and ardered to pay 83 compensa- 
tion to each ricksha|cvolie. 


JUSCHULANEOUS, 
————___—_~>___—_——_ 

The German men-of-war Deutschland, with 
Princes Heury on board, left Fusan on the Sth 
August for Viacivastock, 

The Russian cruiser Jossia, with Prince 
Cytil Viadimir on board, left Nagasaki on the 
evening of the 6th August for Port Arthur. 

The son of Mr. H. C. Manning, Mrs. Scott, 
and ‘P. C. Richardson, al} of whom wero re- 
cently bitten by a dog in Hongkew. left Shang- 
hai for the Pasteur Institute at Nagasaki on 
the 6th August. © 

An agitation is ander weigh among the deok 

officers of the local steamers for an iucrease of 
pay, the petition to their employers being that 
they shall be paid entirely in sterling, instead of 
partly as al present, also that the rate of 
pay be increased. If the companies grant the 
petition, cbief officers will apparently receive 
about forty dollars a month more than they do 
at present.— Union. 
Among the domestic improvements which 
the hanghai Municipal Council is making is a 
laundry. This consists of a number of build- 
ings on the Old Rifle Range and any washer- 
men who are willing to obey certain regulations 
may use the houses, rent and water free. ‘The 
Shanghai community, desirous of having their 
clothing kept from Chinese abominations, should 
patronise those washermen who will use the 
Municipal washhouses.— Union. 

The late Mr A. P. Happer, of Newchwang, 
who died of hydrophobia, wished the particulars 
of his case published. and they are accordingly 
given in the Custdms Medical Report of Dr. 
De Burgh Daly. Mr. Happer was on the 17th 
December, 1896, bitten in the finger by his own 
dog. At Dr. Daly's request the patient im- 
mediately. started for Saigon. Communication 
iu winter is slow and the distance long and 23 
days had elapsed before be could be put under 
treatment. 18 inoculations were made and 
the patient returned, apparently in good 
health, on the 24th February. On the 2/nd 
July, 1897, 217 days after the bite, the first pre- 
monitory symptoms were experienced, and these 
continued with increased violence till the 27th 
when he died. Dr. Daly describes the case as a 
“wonderful example to all, inasmuch as he met 
this dread disease, knowing full well what it en- 
tailed, with marvellous courage and calmness.” 
He the more particularly wished it brought to 
notice, in order, if possible, to save others from 
a like fate by the establishment of a Pasteur 
Institute at-Shanghai, as it was to the unaroid- 
able delay,yand the long period of incubation 


afforded tht he attributed bis illness. 
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| tion, and this appears to foreshadow o rathe 
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On Monday | 


. pa 


he V. C. Daily News of the 8th August 
says :—Director Shéng having received - urgent. 
instructions from Viceroy Jung Lu at Tientsin. 
to bring with him all the documents relating to 
the|so-called Belgian loan, was unable to start 
for the North at the time he expected last week, 
but} will probably be able todo so some time 
thig week. We hear that H.E. Shéng will take 
a larga portion of his personal staff with him, 
especially those who have had a foreign ednca- 


prolonged stay at Tientsin. 

fnvestigations made by the Bank of Japan 
into the prices of forty of the chief staples of 
Japan (not including rice) show distinctly that 
prites during last month declined considerably. 
Taking 10 as the average in 1887, the retarns 
show that the average price of the forty staples 
was in June 1897, 159; in June this year, 174; 
but last month the average price declined to 
168. This is the lowest average for the present 
year. Prices were highest, according to the 
returns, in April, wheu the average was 179, 
since when there has been a gradual decline.— 
Hiego News. ; 


COMMEKCIAL. 
: TEA. 
Saasawar, 13th August.—(From Me sra. 


Weich, Lewis & Ca.’s Citcular.)—From Han- 
kow reports wre to the effect that a stea ly Russian 
denjand continues at firm prices. ‘he lowest 
quctation for who'e leaf Tea was Ts. 9} a picul, 
secgud crop Oanfas ‘Ils. i+ to 16 a picul. The - 
eeegnd efop is expected to reach 141,0V0 half- 
chogts, and the third according to native estimates 
Will) probably be 40,000 t+ 54,000 half-cheats. 
Bla¢k Tea.—Business here las been confined to a 
few pareels of Keemun, Ninzchow, and Hohow dis- 
trich Fras which -how no change in priecs. Very 
little Hankow Tea is on offer here, and it would 
he impossilde to buy any weight of Tea under 


Tls. 18 a p'cul’ 
Settlements reported are :— 


Ningchow ...3,290 j-cl:its. at Tis. 18 to 27} picul. 
Rect val l3s — a 183; to26—,, 
Went how ... 1,185 ,, hh l7$#to ZU, 
5,933 §-chests. 
Stock, 17,494 }-chests. 
Green ‘lcas.—This is the third consecutive 


si ason in which the Export to the United States 
ani Canada for the first two months hag been 
abnormally small, and in none of those years 
has the s-all Export enhanced the prices in the 
consuming countries. It ia fair to argue from 
this that the trade in Pingsueys, which are the 
only Tag shipped in quantity in June and July, 
has b¢en virtually lost. It was doubtless killed 
by tlie “trash,” which was shipped as ‘Tea for 
pany years and it richly deserved its fate. It 
is to be regretted, however, that the more whole- 
some descriptions of Green Tea did not take its — 


place. As it is, many years will probably be‘ 
wanted. to recover loat ground, even if it ia 
ever recovered, and the only chance is to 


continue sending only Teas of such sterling’ 
quality as this season’s yield. Our market is 
dead, except for a few lines which are required 
for special orders. Country Teas.—For some 
days after the date of our last respects there was 
an apparent stca liness in our market and l‘eamen: 
began to refuse fair offers anticipating a demand; 
this was strengtienet by t!.e unusual delay in 
the arrival of Teas from tie Country, owing to 
the want of water in the waterways. On the 8th, 
however, Teas began to arrive freely, especially 
from the Moyune districts, and the hollowness of the 
demand showed itself. Very few chops wera placed 
on the first day, and the policy of buyers since bas 
bein very conservative. Prices ave fairly steady, 
and thi great difference between alleged cost 
and buyers’ ideas of value will probably make 
Teamen un-vil.ing sellers for soe time to come, 
Moyunés.—We consider the quality of the crop: 
as fully'average, and it compares better with the 
Tienkais than was the case list season, Although 
most of] the liquora durken quickly the Teas are 
for the ‘most part well Lurut and of good flavour, 
which die signs of gool condition. Tienkais— 
Nochanige of importance las taken place in these, 
though the inferior chops now on the market are 
wuch butter value than early settlements ‘of Fy- 
ch ows, 1 4ychows,— Many late arrivals ave some. - 
what cogrse in water,but no very rank drawing Teas 
have yet come to band. Local Packs.—Very little 
doing andl very few desirable lca. left on offer, 
Hysots,&e.---'I'he ece-ntricitics of one buyer have - 
u, set the market fur “choies"’ I ysons and prices 
aie woagt irregular. -Fyices fur Moyuno have 


reached T'ls. 65/67 a picul and ‘Licnkais up to Tis. 


‘ 
{ 
1 
i 
) 
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a picnl, The market is) quiet otherwise. 
Choitest Sow-mees have been wanted and many 
Gala have chanwed hands at Ts. 67/.2. 
Settlements reported are i— 


4-chts. 
Pin gauey vseicecsees 8,619 a6 Td. to 83 apieul, 
Moyune . 5,796 23 toB ,, 


Menkai..,. 
“ Hychow — c.cesececas is 
oval packed ...... 1, 813 ss» | 18} 
fi ines Tis. 254/30] 


ore 


eS 21,680 4-chts.| | 
ig9s-g9. 
Settlapenis. Stock. 
$-chls. 4-chts, 
Pingsuey .....c sce ceeeseeeeee 16.913 20,299 
Moyune...... wee 5,941 : 
Tionkai ........cceceeeee eee LOGZ! 7 18,174 
Fychovw.., sees 06,0083 
Local packed . . 10.071 3,620 
Total...... 48,851 42,123 
1897-98. 
Settlements. Stock. 
}-chts. 4-chts. 
ne Pingsuey ... esac » 38,GP21 20,921 
LS MOyune..csccceeee . 12,601 
Tier aics. ccccecscs ceseceseeees 18760} 17,809 
ee Fychow,.......csccoseree eee 6,578 
; Local packed ..........60-0. 6,971 326 
Total...... 85,921 39,056 
1895-96, 
peromer pnts. Stock. 
}-chis 
PIN GEUCY ... ccc eee eeteeeeeeeee p 18,314 
Moyune... 
Genk ai...... recor PA 32,158 
I yChow...,....ccecsceneosrevees B 
(Local packed .. 1,943 
‘Total...... 52,415 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO UNITED 
KINGDOM AND CONTINENT. 


1898+99 1897-98 

lbs I's. 
Hankow and Shanghai... §.882,526 9,699,945 
Fdochow .iccce cececeeesenee 2,771,486 
Ar OF vvccercectouceesenascteress 2 2,273 
Canton sresccsssererees teceeaes 2,258,620 2,510,129 
15,113,788 


XPORT OF TEA FROM|CHINA TO 
UNITED STATES aND CANADA. 


1899-9) 1897-98. 

bb. Ibs. 
Bhanghai.n..cscccceeeee 4,569 995 4,419,122 
AMOY sieccecsssscsesssesesee 8,803,408 4,849,374 
- . 8,474,399: 9,268,796 
EXPORT OF TEA FROM JAPAN TO UNITED 

STATES AND CANADA. 

1898-94 1897-98 

Ibs. Ibs. 
Yokohama.csescteece 15101910. 15,9 3,528 
Kdbe ......c00se 6,923,419 9,682,782 
22,024,929 25,596,310 
EXPORT OF TRA FROM CHINA TO ODESSA 
1898-9 1897-98 

Ibs. Ibe. 
Shanghai and Hankow... 21,776,036 19,338,134 


SILK. 
CATON, 6th August.—Tsatle3s.—Prices remain 
- ptealdy; a few sales of No. 3 are re aported at $503. 
Re-reels.—A.few hundred bales of No. 1 Grant 
-‘are|said to have b-en settled) at the rates 
previously ruling. A continuatiog of'the specula- 
tiva demand has prevented any ecline i in local 
ratds, and some of the laseat purc liases, especiaily 
in fine sizes, even show an advance. (From prices 
paid we quote: $765 for Kwong| Shnn Cheong 
11/18, $740 for How King sing “UL/18, $733. for 
Kwong King Chong 10/12, $739 for Kwong King 
Loong 10/12; § $710 for Kum King CHeong 16/2-', 


$700 for How King Cheong, 13//15) $685 for 
. How Tai Loong 18/15, $625 or | Wai King 
« Wo} 18/22, snd King Wo ene 8/22, $620 


for [Yee Wo Ch onze “18/22 Shdrt-reels—Hav * 


been in moderite enquiry. Fro [prices paid 
wa-\quote: 8735 for Hou Kiss an Lb{/16 
$732 for Po King Creoag 14/16, 724 for Ut Han 


Chepny, $635 fur Po Cheong Wolan{t Kam Gun 
Uhepng 14/6. A tew auad ad bh Jealof ahaci-ceeled 
** pan netailles” L4j18. 16/29, L642) 2afts ar. 

; said to have beea aottled at 8594/34 ui 0} v8). 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


SHANGHAI, 1 §th Aaugust.—-(From Mesers, A. R. 
Burkill & sons’ Circular).—London advices nre 
to the effect that the market is firm, and Blue 
Elephants are unchanged at 10/0. The quotation 
for Gold Kilings from Lyons is Fea. 26.60. Raw 
Silk.—We have had a much quieter week than 
the precedins one; the advance in exchange and 
the constant increase in tael prices asked by 
holders have put a ‘st 2p to business for the pre- 
sent. Yellow Silk a fair amount of businesa 
has taken place, supplies are coming more freely 
into the market and holdera arefmore inclined to 
meet, buyers’ viewd. Arrivals, as per Casloms 
Returns, 6th August to 12th ugust, are; 2,560 
bales White, 329 |bales Yellow, and 14L ales 
Wild Silks. Re-reela and Filatures.—Nothing 
has been done for America this week, but some 
business in Hand Filatnres has been put though 
for the Continent; the market for these is very 
strong, fully 3, 400 bales have yet to be delivered 
of the contracts made for the American and Con- 
tinental markets. Some small settlements of 


“team Filatures are reported. 'The Export of |. 


Steam Filatures to date is; 533 bales to the Con- 
tinent, 374 bales to America, and 33 bales to 

England. Wild Silks.—A small business is doing 
in Raws. Waste Silks.—Not very much doing 
this week, settlements include :— 


pels. at Tis 
FiO Carlies, 60 p. c. I, 30 p. ¢. I, I practi Segscaved 45 
100 Curlies, 2and 3. 35,25 


200 Szeohuen Frisonuots (whole: pales)... se. agsve 22 


EXPORT OF SILK FROM CHINA AND 
° JAPAN TO EUROPE. 


1898-99 1897-98 

bales. bales. 
Shamghai ..ccecceeeceeeeees 15,789) 13 355 
Canton ..c.c... ccc eee 6,291 . 2,968 
Yokohama......sesee 1,753 415 

23,024 16,738 


RXBOK’ TOF SILK FBR IM CITINA AND JAPAN 
TO AMERICA, 


189x-99 1897-98 
— bales. bales. 
Shang! ai weed. 715 - 1,486 
Yokohama viccecccecbecenons .. 1,089 386 
1,754 1,822 

CAMPHOR. 


Honerona, 19th August.—The market is brisk 
and prices advancing. Quotitions for Formosa 
are $43.09 to $43.5u. Sales, 250 piculs. 

SUGAK 

Honcxona, 9th Augnust.—Prices are still im- 
proving. Quotations are: 


sheklvong, No. 1,| White...$7.43 to 7.46 per pel. 
do. * ¥,| White... 7.34 to 7.86 ,. 
Shekloong, No.1, Brown... 4.92 to 4.96 ,, 
do. 5 : Brown... 4.73 to 4.81 ,, 
Swatow, No, » White... 732to 7.35 ,, 
do. - ‘White... 7.20to 7.25 ,, 
Swatow, Ne. i, ‘Brown... 4.83 to +487 _,, 
do, 2, Brown,., 4.68 to 4.7L ,, 
Foochow Sugar Candy ......11.23 to 11.27 ,, 
shekloong ek ~ * laeeees 10.90 ‘0 10.95 ,, 
MISCELLANEOUS HXPORTS. 


Per German str, Bayern,| sailed on the 
20th July. For Aden :—2 cases curios. For 
Genoa :—364 bales raw silk, 263 bales waste silk, 
2 bales feathers, and 2 cases merchandise. For 
Antwerp :—115 bales rattancore, 50 bales rattan 
piddicks, 44 cases preserves, 2 nd 5 cases sun- 
dries. For Antwerp and/or Hamburg and/or 
(London and/or New York —70 bales feathers. 
For Amsterdam :—300 cases Cassia lignea, 23 

hinaware, and 7 bales canes, For Bremen :— 
50 rolls matting, 11 boxes sundties, and 6 cases 

merchandise. For Hamburg :+~1,127 packages 
tea, 51 bales feathers, 9 cases sundries, 5 
packages curios,! and 1 case silk. For Lon- 
don :—1 boxe silk. 


Per steamer Pakling, sailed on the 2nd 
August. For London:—2,446 boxes tea, 245 
4-chests tea from Amoy, 4v cases bristles, 5 cases 
blackwoodware, 1 case es brushes, and 1 
package tea. For Liverpoo bales rope. 
For Glasgow :—6 cases blackwoodware, and 2 
packages tea. 


Per P & O. steamer Coromandel sailed on 
the 6th August. For Muncllester:—6 bales 
waste silk, and|1 bale punjam silk. For 
Londen :—110 bales raw silk, aud 8 cases silk 


piece gouds. For France :—35. bales raw silk, 
91 bales waste silk, and 7 cases silk piece goods. 
For Milan :—25 bales raw silk. 


Per steamer Aaturia, sailed: on “the 6th Au 
For Londdn :—2. cases gongs, 12: cakes: bamboo se 
ware, 20 cases bristles, 25 packages canes, 
Chinaware, 31 cases blackwoodware, 1’: ",dases 
cassia, 105 ‘cas ases essential oil, 110 rolls matting, 

and 150 casks soy.. For London’ and/or: Ham. 
burg and/or Antwerp :—50 cases bristles, and 
417 bags charcoal, For London. and/or Ham- 
burg and/or Bremen :—10U cases gallnuts.* For 
London and/or Hamburg :—16 cases! ‘ goatskin- 
rugs, 32 cakes feathers, 50 cases gallnuts. For 
Londona and/or Antwerp :—50 casos- bristles, - 
For Manchester :—100 bales waste silk, For 
Hamburg :—1 case silks, 1 case Chinaink, 1case. 
gonms, 2 cases’ curios, 10 cases bristles, . 15 
packages rattanware, 20 bales galangal, 27 - 
packages canes, 61 rolls matting, and 700 cases - 
tea. For Amsterdam :—3 packages tea, 9 cases 
blackwoodware, and 16 cases. Chinaware. For 
Now York :—20 bales raw silk. . 


OPIUM. 

Honakona, 19th August.—Bengal—The mar- 
ket continued firm until towards-the close, when 
prices weakened owing to o falling off in the 
demand. Current quotations are $740 for New 
Patna and $7174 for New Benares. 

Malwa.—Therw has been very little doing dure 
ing the interval, and prices are about the same 
as when last reported. - Latest figures are as | 
under :— - 
New (this yr’s.) $720 with no allowance, - 
Old (2/5 yrs. ) $780 with all’nce. of 1} cts. 

iP (6/7 as ) $820 cry ae of 1 a” 

” (8/9. ” ) $850 ” ” 

Persian.—This drug bas been out of favour dur- 
ing the past week. Rates are unaltered, closing” 
at $500 to $430 for Oily, and at $600 to $750 for 
Paper-wrapped, according to quality. 

l'o-day’s stocks are estimated as under :— © 


- New Patna. .......- ‘shdeegate sesseserereere 1,028 chests 
Old Patna. .....cceeseccee ence seviteansa 230 5 
New Benayes ......ccccscccsceecee saves 447 ” 
Old Benares......cccceccsseseccscesasaees 70 a 
Ma WO. iiesvesacancanecciastecavegenaes 223 ” 
Persian ......sccsccseecese sudseneaee seseess 240 ” 


CouRsSE OF THE Honokona Orium MARKET. 


PATNA. BENARES, MALWA. 

DATE 

New. | Old. | New. | Old | New. | Old. 
"1898, $ $ $ $ $ 
Aug. 13} 7423 | 7774 — | 720 
Aug. 14}° 7424 | 7774 —= | 720 3 
Aug. 15|- 742k | 7774 — | 720 1{ 
Aug. 16| 7424 | 7773 —= | 720 g 
Aug. 17} 745 | 7774 - 720 > 
Aug. 18] 740 | 772} — | 720 2 
Aug. 19) 740 | 7723 - 720. 


COTTON. 

Honoxona, 19th August.—Some small. parcels - 
of superior quality have changed hands only. 
mediums are spi heaarg Stock, about 5,000 bales; 


Bombay $16. 40 to ae .00 p. pl. 
Kurrachee ...... to ss 
Bengal (New),Rangoon, 

and Dacea.., a a EVO) 0 19:20: 9s 


Sbanghai and Japanese, .. 

Tungchow and Ningpo... 2t. 00 to 21.25 _,, 

Madras (Best), cee C0 eo 

Sales: 175 bales Bengal (New),. aie See and 
Dacca. 


21.00 to 21. re ” 


RICE. a 


Honexone, 19th Auguat.—Th8 market still | 
has a downward tendency. peat are i— 


Saigon, Ordinary......... Dee 88 to 2.92 - 
o Round, good quality... . 3.16 to 3.16 
‘a Long ee ee 3 42 to 8.45 
Siam, Field mill cieaned, No, 2 . 2.92 to 2.95 
> Gard a a No. 1. . 3.60 to 3.63 


. 4.95 to 4.88 
1. 4.80 to 4.83 


a White... stsesecnane 
» Fine cargo. asiidés.aeweasensenses 
i COALS. 
Honakone,| 10th August.—Market unchanged. 
No gales, ah tations are:— = - 
Car iff ..$18.00 to 23.00 ex ship, nominal : 
Au-tralian.{.... 10,00 to 11.50 ex ship, quiet — 


Mit) i tauime F 16.00 to 11.50 nominal : 


and Sina 
Moj: Liunp]... 8.00 fo 10.50 ex ship, quiet 
—nominal. © a 


Hongay Lump [2.30 to 
Hongay Dust... 50:0to = oy, 
Brigaettes eee 10.0u to... —_. 4 


i 
Gast 20; 1898:] 


- =" |- MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS: 
.,Hofqkona, 19th August.—Among the sales 
reported during the week are tha following :— 

Yann anp Piece Goons:—Bomlay | Yarn.— 
776 bales No. 10 at $73 to $79, 700 bales No. 12 
at $81/50 to $85, 400 bales No. 16) af. 83 to 
$91.60,| 550. bales No. 20, at $91 |to $94.50. 
Japanese Yarn.—50 bales No. 16 at $91: 150 bales 
No. 20 ht $91 to $92. White Shirtings.; -250 pieces 
X. 6 at|$3.83, 500 pieces K. KX. X. nat $5.57), 250 
pieces X.6 at $3.85, 250 pieces X. 7 at $4.05, 
500 pieces Ship Chop at $4.50, 500 pieces '48 Reed 
at $2.80, 500 pieces F. B. 1 at $5.874,) 250 pieces 
No. 8 af $3.60, 1,000 pieces Blue Lion at $5.35, 
_ 1,500 pieces F. B. 1 at $5.37}. Grey |Shirtings.— 

250 pietes 12 lbs. uy doe at $4.57$. | T-Cloths.— 
800 pieces 32 inches Mex. Dog and Vase at $2.20, 
250 pieces 32 inches Mex. Blue;Dragon at $2.87}. 
Drills.—160 pieces 16 lbs. Large Eugle at $5.40, 
75 pieces 16 lbs. Large Engle at $5.40, 75 pieces 
16 Ibs. [Larze Eagle at $&.40, 450 pieces 14 lbs. 
Buffalolat $3.70. 

Meta.s.—Lead.—20 tors Australia 
Tin.—100 slabs Siam at $44. 


nt $8.50 


Cotron| YARN. per bale 
Bombay—Nos. 10 to 20s. ...... 68.60] to 98.00 
English—Nos. 16 to 24......... 105.09| to 111 00 

» (22 to 24....,....106.00) to 112.00 
yy 28 60 32.4....600120.00| to 124.00 


‘ » ©6988 to 42.000... 130.00| to 185.C0 
Corron Preck Goons. 
: ’ per piece 
Grey |Shirtings—6lbs. ......... 1.75] to 1.85 
ie eee 2.00! to 2.074 
8.4 lbs. . 2.50} to 3.20 
9 to 19 lbs 3.40) to 415 
White Shirtings—54 to 56rd. 2.30| to 2.50 
58 tod ,, 2.75] to 3.45 
64066 ,, 3.55] to 4.40 
Fine ...... 4.35\ to 7.15 
4 Book-folds. 3.80} to 4.70 
Victoria Lawns—12 yards ... 0.65) to 1.20 
T-Cloths —6lbs. (32 in.), Ord’y. 155} to 1.75 
Wlbs.(32,,), « LQ! to 2.15 
Glbs. (32 ,, ), Mexs. 1.70] to 1.85 
Fibs. (82 ,,), 4, 2-10! to 2.80 
8 to 8.4 0z.,(36in.) 2.40' td 3.25 
Dells Boglish #0001810} 975,49. 
Fancy Cotrons ss 
Turkey Red Shien 1.60 to 6.00 
Brocades—Dyed .........0.. 3.00 to 5.00 
: per vard 
Damask ......secsseseseceses serves 0.12 to. 0.16 
Chintzes—Assorted ........ wc «=9.08 to 6.14 
Velvets—Black, 22 in......... 0.20 to 0.45 
Velveteens—18 in. ....seceeeee 0.174 to 0.183 
; per dozen 
Handkercbiefs—-Imitation Silk 0.45 to 0.90 
WooL.ens 
: per yard 
Spanish Stripes—Sundry chops. 0.575 to 1.40 
German....... 1.15 to 1.50 
Habit, Med.,and Broad Cloths. 1.25 to 5.25 
per piece 
Long Ells—Scarlet .........46 6.50 to 10.00 
Assorted 6.60 to 10.00 
Camlets—Assorted ........6604. 12.50 to 32.00 
Lastings—30 yds.,3l inches, 
Pr a, a} 10.00 to 21.00 
Orleans—Plain .......c.... cece 7.00 to 8.50 
per pair 
Blankets—8 to 12lbs. ......... 3.50 to 14.00 
Merats 
per picul 
Tron—Nail Rod .....ccceecees vee 3.80 to — 
Square, Flat Round Bar ... 3.95 to — 
Swedish Bar oo... cess eeeees 5.50 to — 
Small Round Rod ............ 4.25 to — 
Hoop #to 1l/2in.,.......... 5.25 to — 
» Wire 15/25 0... cccscsssscoeere 8.50 to — 
Old Wire Rope ............... 1.50 to 2.50 
Lead, L. B. and Hole Chop ... 850 to — 
Australian... ...cccecscecoeeceeee 8.50 to — 
Yellow M’tal—Muntz,14/200z. 32.00 to — 
Vivian's, (4/200z. 31.00 to — 
Elliot’s, 14/20 oz. 80.25 to 
Composition Nails ............... 44.00 to — 
Japan Copper, Slabs............ 82.00 to — 
Tiles .......... 30.75 to — 
Tin cbesisscedivevnbises “ee. . LO i= 
per box. 
Tin-Plates .....cccccsccecsceeseees 6.99 to — 
per cwt. case 
Steel } to § sivevacedwewines «. 5.25 to — 
BunDRIiEs 
; per pical 
Quickailver ............ccecee serene 140.09 to — 
per box 
Window Glass .......ccccseecees 450 to — 
per 10-gal. caes 
Kerosene Oi) ...... sessecrssceee 1.87 to — 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE/|REPORT. 


SHanawar, 13th August—(From ;Me-srs. Nol, 
Murray & -Co.’s Piece Goods Trade BReport).— 
The volume of business this week has not been 
large by any means, but still it is |sufficient to 
show that the dealera are beginning to exert 
theinselves a little and try to obtain command of 
the available stocks here. In the efrlier part of 
the week things were very quiet; but during the 
past few days there has been a decided improve- 
ment in enquiry and business in mdst cases lins 
only been stopped by the upward (novement in 
exchange. While this advance in ¢xchange has 
checked Lusiness at the mowent, it has brought a 
most welc-me improvement in clearances, those 
of American goods being quite phenomenal, but 
in looking into the matter it at once becomes 
apparent that it has been done for the benefit of 
the careful Celestial. It appears thet a great 
quantity of goods were financed on the basis of 
guaranteed rate of exchange, in some’ cages a3 low 
ag 2/5}, and in order recure their profit buyers 
were only too pleased to secure the present rate 
of exchange, and pay for tue goods. From some 
reason or another the Chefoo dealers are respon- 
sible for this movement in American goods and 
where they could not buy froin stock they have 
secured goods for arrivals, but here again busi- 
ness has been curtailed owing lo their refusing 
to accept the distant deliveries which the 
New York market can only offer. The Tientsin 
dealers are evidently running short of supplies of 
8.4-lbs. Grey Shirtings and G1-reed White Shirt- 
in gsand actual business in most instances hay only 
been stopped by the advance in exchange, dealers, 
as usual, thinking it is still going higher. From 
the other consuming districts thore is little news 
of importance, each, in its own peculiar way, 
taking goods into consumption in a fairly satis- 
factory manner: 

Merars, 15th August.—(From Messrs. Alex 
Bielfeld & Co.’s Beport).—There has been no 
great change in the state of the markets during 
the past week. Money has been very tight both 
from Foreign and Chinese sources, the rates of 
the latter fluctuating violently during the week. 
There seems to be mo special demand for any 
class of material, the few orders put through 
being either for self-protection on the part of 
those who have ordered from home, or in the cage 
of local purchases, to fill chance orders from 
interior. Home reports show prices there to be 
remaining steady, and with the small demand 
here, the small business transacted is casily 
understood. Most of the orders recorded below 
were for cargo already afloat and about to arrive. 
Business done—330 tons London and Glasgow 
Horse-shoes at 86s (o 84-6, c.i.f. 200 tons Scrap 
Iron at 73s. Gd, c.i.f. 50 tons do. do. at Tls. 2.05. 


JOINT STOCK SHARES, 
Honcxoxea, 19th August. 

BANK8s.—Hongkong and Shanghais have ruled 
quiet with but a very small business at 204 and 
200 per cent. prem. ex div. and close at 203. 
Nationals unchanged and with a small business. 

Marine [NsuRANCES.—China Traders have 
changed hands at $63} and $634, closing steady 
at. the latter rate. Unions remain steady at 
$215, but without business. Cantons have found 
small buyers at $130. Straits and the Northern 
Insurances continue quiet af quotations and 
without business. 

FIRE INsuRANCES.—Both Hongkong and 
Chinas continue dull and neglected at quotation 
with no sales. 

Surppine.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
have been negotiated in small lots at $254 and 
$25, closing quiet with sellers. Indo-Chinas 
have been freely offered at $56, leading to a 
small business. Douglases have changéd hands 
at $58. China and Manilas contiuue on offer at 
quotation without finding buyers, notwith- 
standing the raising of the blockade--of Manila. 
China Mutuals without change or busiuess. 
| REFINERIES—China Sugars have changed 

hands at $163, $162}, $162, and $161 for the 
settlement, closing with sellers at the last rate. 
Luzons have found further buyers at $40 and 
are still enquired for at that rate. 
Minine.—The market has been abnormally 
ee and there is very little business to report. 
few Punjoms changed hands at $54, $5.35, 
and $54, Balmoral Preferences at 25 ceuts, 
Great Easterns at 82.70, and Jelebus from S44 
to 85. Other stocks under this heading have 
been on offer without leading to business. 

Docks, WHARYVES, AND GoDOoWwNs.—Hong- 
-kong and Whampoa Docks bave ruled steacy 
with small sales at 257 and 253 per cent. prem. 
for cash and at 259 for settlement; some 

small lots have changed hands at equivalent 


2 


without business. ‘ 
Lanps, HoTELs, AND BurLprmnes.—Hong- 
kong Lands continue weak and neglected, 
at $67. Kowloon Lands have -found small: 
buyers at $17} and $174, closing with sellers - 
at the former rate. Hotels have ruled quieter 
with sellers at $56 cum dividend ‘and no gales, 
market closing quiet at $54 ex dividend. West 
Points and Humphreys continue quiet and out 
of the market at quotations. 7 a 
Corron Mitis—Have all experienced a 
slump in the North. There is no local business 
to report. : ‘ : 
MIscELLANEOUS.—Green Islands continue 
quiet and without business. Star Ferry Co.’s- 
have improved to' $8} with sales and buyers, 
and Electrics to $83. Watsons continue in 
demand at $11.85 without sellers or sales. 
China Providents have been negotiated at.$9}. 
Closing qnotations are as follow :— 


CoMPANY. PAID UP. QuoTATION. | 
Banks— ($878.75, exdiv.b. 
Hongkong & S’hai...| $125 [208 °/, prem= - 
China & Japan, prf. £5 \nominal 
Do. _ ordinary...! £4 |nominal 
Do. deferred... £1 | €5. 5s. 
Natl. Bank of China ; ‘> 
B. Shares ......... £8 517, sales & sellers 
Founders Shares.. £1 1517, cales & sellers 
Bell’s Asbestos E. A.... £1 Inominal =| 
Campbell, Moore & Co.| $10 [$8 
China Prov. L. & M....' + $10 |69}, sales 
China Sugar ............ $100 |516), sellers 
Cotton Mills— 
EWO... weeecesesseeeeeee/ Le. 100 | Tle. 90, sellers 
Hongkong ........664 $70 | 344, cum call 
Internuti nal ........./Ts. Go |Tis, 9! 
Lacu-Kung Mow .. |Tls. 100 |Ts 90 
Soychie .... .|Tla, 500 |TIs, 475 
Yahloong ......s0. Tis. 100 |'Tls. 50 
Dairy Farm Co. ......6. $5 (B33 
Fenwick & Co., Geo. ...} $25 [$20 : 
Green Island Cement... $10 $28, sellers: 

Do.. New Issue...... $3 |$17, sellers . 
H. & China Bakery ... $d0 |$32 
Hongkong & C. Gas ... £10 [$125 
Hongkong Electric ... $10 1$84 
H.H. L. ‘Tramways ...| $100 |#:10,Jbuyers 
Hongkong Hotel ...... $50 |$54, ex div. sellers 
Hongkong Ice ......6. | 325 [$108, sellers. 
H. & K. Wharf &G.../ $50 |$584, buyers 
Hongkong Rope......... \ $50 [5162, buyers s 
H. & W. Dock .....0... { $125 25S p. ct. prem. 
Insurances — ($448, buyers? 

Canton... -reeeresj $50 |$130, sales 

China Fire ............: $20 |$95, sellers 

China Traders’ ...... $25 /$¢3}, sellers 

Hongkong Fire ......; $50 ($330, sellers 

North-China ......... | £25 iTls. 180 

Straits ......cecceceeeees { $20 $9. sellers 

Union ......ccscsessceee $50 ($215, sales & sellers 

Yangtsze ..........08 $60 ($130, sellers. 


Land and Building— 


Hi. Land Investment. $50 ise7, sel’ ers 


Humphreys Estate... $10 ($8.50 - 

Kowlvon Land & B: $30 ($174, sellers 

West Point Building $40 ($20, sellers 
Luzon Sugar ........ «| $100 $40, buyers 
Mining— 

Charbonnages ......05 Fee. 600 ‘$105, sellers 

Great E. & C’donian $3 $4.10 

Do. Do. $34;$ :.60 
Jelebur .....ccsceceeenses $4 $1.0, sellers 


$1 nominal 
$1 (224cts.,, sellers - 


New Balmoral 
Do. Preference ... 


seeeee 


Oliver’s Mines, A.... $5 $% sellers 
o> { $24 $3.60, eumcall, sal. 
Puujom .....cee0 wees y $5 $4, sales & sellers 
. Preference...! $1 $1.59, sales: 
Raubs .........-...e0008 14s. 10d. $384, sellers 
New Amoy Dock ...... ' $63 $.4 - 
Ste:mship Coy.— | {" 
China and Manila... $50 [$80, sellers - - 
China Mutual Ord...| £10 1£9 194,, buyers 

Do. Preference ... £10 £5 103, 

Do. Ho. seal £3 '1£3 ou 
Dougias 8. S. Co. ...! $50 $39, sales & sellers —” - 
H., Canton and M....' $15 $26, sellers. o~ 
Indo-China 8.N....... £10 $56, sellers -.. - 

Star Ferry ..........0! $74-$8}, sales & Luyers 
Tebrau Pianti g Co. ... $: $> cellers - - 
Do. $. $3, wllers 
Duited Asbestos ......006 Sz $1.40, buyers 
Do $ U0 $10, nominal. 
Wanchai Wareh’re Co. SST Sit. — 


Watoon &L0., A.B... $l $11.85, buyers” 
J. V,.¥, VERNON, broker.. 


- 


“Ts. 74. 


te 


Swanewat, Lith August—(From Messrs. J. P. 
Bisset -& Co.’s Report)—The tightness of the 
money mark-¢ has not abated, and but.a meagre 
business has been doue, in many cases at declin- 
ing rates. Banks.—Hongkong & Shanghai 
Banking Corporation —Shares were placed to 
Hongkong at 21% per cent. premiuw, and ex- 
chang» 73.75, and 213 per cent. premium, with 
etchange 73.60, each equal to about 214 per cent, 
premium, and exchange 73. Ther.te of exchange 
cn Hongkong having declined, the market is not 
so strong as it was. We quote 25 per cent. 
premium os the closing rate, ex div. National 
Bank of China shares are offering in Hongkong 
‘at $17. Marine Insurance.—No business report- 
ed. There is some enquiry for Union and China 
Traders shares. Straits shares are offering at $9. 
Fire Insurance.—No business reported on our 
market. Shivping.—Indo-China 4S. N. shares 
are wanted here ut Tis. 40 and in Hongkong at 
$56. ‘Docks, Wharves & Godowns.—Shares in 
“8. C, Farnham & Co. were sold at Tia. !70. 
Shanghai Dock shares changed hands at ‘I'ls. 84. 
Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf shares were sold 
at Tls.; 115 ex div. Lainds.—S:anghai Land 
Investarent shares are offering at "ls. 85. Indus- 
trial.—In Cotton Mill shares, [rternationals were 
sold at ls. 90 for cash and for 31st current, Laou- 
kung-mpws ab Tle. 90, and Yah foongs at THs. 5. 


. China Flour Mill shares changed hands at ‘T'ls. 51. 


Tugs &} ‘argo Boats.—Shanglai Tug Boat shares 
were placed at ‘T'le. 205, taku Tug & Lighter 
shares at T. Ts. 7' ex the interiin dividend of 2 
per cent. just paid, and Sbanghai Cargo Boat 
Shares fit Tls. 160. Miscellineous.—Shanghai- 
Sumatra Tobacco shares were aold at Tls, 78 and 
Shang -ni-Tangkat Tobacco shares have. 
been drboping, business having been doue at Tis 

210 for Batober and Ts. 19) for Augnst early in 
the weak. Cash shares have since been done at 
Tis. 174, and at th same price for the 31st current. 
andashle ut Tle. 165 for the 3lst is reported. 
Hall & Holtz shares were placed at $38.59. 
Loans.+-Sanghai Municipal 5 per cent. Debentures 
were sdid at Tl. 90, and Shanghai Land Invest- 
ment Company's 5 per cent. Debentures at Ts. 
90 also, plus the accrued interest as usual. 


EXCHANGE. 
Fripay, 19th August. 


On Lonpor.— 
Telegraphic Transfer 
Bank Bills, on demand ............... l/l, 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ...... T/k1} 
‘Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight ...1/11,9, : 


Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... Lids 
Documentary Bills, 4months' sight 1/11 
On PaRts.— 
Bank Bills, on demand ............... 2.43 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 2.47 
On GERMANY.— 
On demand oo... cccececces eens ees 1.963 


On New Yorr.— 
Bank Bills, on demand .............. 146% 


Credits; 60 days’ sight 0.00.00... 47t 
On Bompay.— : 
‘| DYelegraphic Transfer.......... fivatees 145 
Bank, on demand...........0....b.... “1458 
On CaLcurta.— 
Telegraphic Transfer ........ 0.0.00... 145 
_ Bank, on demand... fe 1454 
Ox SHANGHAL— : 
‘Bank, at sight ..........000..4... fades 73 
Private, 30 days’ sight......... Jeosenst BE 
: i 
YoxkoHamMa.— | ” 
On demand...................-f.-. pd % pm. 
w Mantia— 
On demand............:cccceepeeeseeee es nom. 


N SINGAPORE.— : , 
| On demand ..............c6edeee Hite aes & % pm 


OVEREIGNS Bank's Buying Rate ...... 10.26 
GuLD: LEAF, 100 fine, per tael ......... 54.25 


TONNAGE. 
Honakone, 19th August.—Since our last very 
little btisiness has been t ausacted| F.om Saigon to 
Hongkong, 144 cents per picul ig -flered for stall 


5 carriets, and 134 cents per picul for large. A setule 
*“ahent fas been effected fro a Saigon td one port north 


ast of Java ut 23 cents per picall. From Bangkok 
d this port, the market is decidedly |firmer, and 24 
and 29 ceats coald be obtained for small steamers, 
prompt loading. From Newchwang to Canton, 


ne 
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three steamers h+ve been taken up at 28 cents per 
picul (22 to 25,'0. piculs), but there is no ‘farther 
demand at present. Japan coal freights.—Only one 
steamer has been chartered from Moji to Hongkong, 
at $1.85 per ton daring the past week, and char- 
tecers do not appear to be anxious for further ton- 
nage, as the stock of coal here in still very large. 
For Singapore $2.50 has been paid Sailing tonnage. 
—No fixtures have been reported during the past 
fortnigh’. The owners’ ideas are far above what the 
charterers are at present disposed to pay. 

There are nine disengaged vessels in port, register- 
ing 13 184 tons, 

Che following are the settlements :— 

Pronto—German steamer, 719 tons, Newchwang 
Canton, 274 cents per picul 

Tamsui - British steamer, 919 tons, Newchwang 
to.Canton, 2% cents per picul. 

Tfunan—British steamer, 1,158 tons, Newchwang 
to Canton, 28 cents per picul. 


Chefoo — British steamer, 684 tons, Newchwang to 


Canton, 28 cents per picul. 

Astrid —Norwegian steamer, 975 tons, Moji to 
Hongkong, $1 7: per tan. : 

Germania—‘terman steamer, 1,775 tons, Moji to 
Hongkong, $1.85 per ton. 

Bewomond —British steamer, 1,752 tons, Moji to 
Singapore, $2 50 per ton. 

Donar—German steamer, 1,201 tons, Saigon to. 1 
port north coast Java, 23 cents per picul. 

Ponar—Gernian steamer, 1,201 tons, 2 ports north 
‘coast Java to Hongkong, 30 cents per picul. 

Hinsang—Ssritish steamer, 1,536 tons, Bangkok to 
Hongkong, 2! and 25 ceints per picul. 

Cireussian Prinee—Britixh steamer, 1,453 tons, 
Bangkok to Hongkong, 20 and 25 cents per picul. 

Peiyang—German steamer, 953 tons, hence to. 
Tloilo and bh: ck. $9,005. 

Donar—German steamer, 1,2'2 tons, hence to 
Mauritius and back, $3,409 per month. 

Trym —Norwegian steamer, 710 tons, mouthly, 6 
months, $4,300 per month. 


VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 

For Loxpon.—Japun (stv.), Prometheus (str), 
Arabia’ (str.), Parramatta (str.), Arcadia (str.), 
Tosa Marw (str.), Oopack (str.). ‘ 

For Bremen.—Preussen (str ). 

For MARsEILLE?.—Tost Maru (sir.), Ermest 
Simons (str.). * 

Har San Franxcisco.—Gaelic (str.), Hawthorn- 
bank, Aztec (-tr.). 

For Vancouver.—Ewmpress of India (atr.). 

For Vicrorta, B. C.—Mogul (str.), Columbia 
(str.) 

For Tacosta.— Columbia (str.). 

For New York.—Liv (str.), Indrapura (str.), 
Sikh (str.), Prince Arthur. Foohng Suey Crown of 
Germany, Emily F. Whitney, Muskoka. 

Kor Havre a p Hamsura.—Sarnia (str.), 
Suevia (-tr.), Silesia (str.). 

For AusTraLia.—Ching'u (str.). 


SHIPPING. 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
Matt. 
HONGKONG. 
August— ARRIVALS. ‘. 


1, Hsipiug, Chinese str , from Shanghai. 
13, Peiyany, German str., from Shanghai. 
13, Diomed, British str., from Foochow, 

13, Chowtni, British str., from Bangkok. 
13, Sungkiang, British str..,from Cebu. 

13, Powerful, British cruiser, from Y okohama 
13, Mongkut, British str., from Saigon. 

13, Erato, German str., from Kobe. 

13, Concord, Norwegian str., from Celebes. 
13, Wosang, British str., ffom Shanghai, 
14, Airlie, British str., from Sydney. 

14, Centaur, British str., from Bangkok. 
14, Indus, French str., from Marseilles. 

14, Nanyang, German str ; from Chefoo. 
14, Taiwan, British str., from Shanghai. 

14, Thales, British str., fram Swatow. 

]4, Hermione, British cr., from Singapore. 
14, Peacock, British gunbdat, from Labuan. 
14, Plover, British gunboat, from a cruise. 
15, Ariel, Norwegian str., from Chefoo. 

15, Craigearn, British str., from Amoy. 

15, Kamakura Mara, Jap.istr., from ‘Y’hama. 
15, Taichiow, British str., from Shanghai. 
15, Tritos, German str., from Saigon. 

15, ohenzollern, German:str., from Japan, 
15. Frejr, Danish str., frem Hoihow. 

15, Nanyo Maru, Jap. str.,{from K'notzu. 
15, Paoting, British str., from Swatow. 


Angust 20th, 1898.] ae 
15, Sado Maru, Jap. str., from Glasgow. 
15, Kaiserin Augusta, Ger. or., from Manila, 
15, Bellerophon, British str., from Straits. 
15, Kashing, British str., from Hongay. _.. 
15, Prinz Heinrich, Ger. str., from Shanghai. 
15, Renie Rickmers, Ger. ship, from Cardiff, 
16, Glancus, British str., from Liverpool. . 
16, Crown of Arragon, Brit. str., from F’chow. 
16, Taisang, British atz., from Cebu. 
16, Giseln, Austrian sir., from Trieste. 
16, Formosa, British str., from Coast Ports. 
16, Peiyang, German str., from Canton. 
16, Nestor, British str., from Shanghai. 
16, Kong Beng, British str., from Taiwanfoo. 
17, Rosetta, British str., from Yokohama. 
17, Benledi, British str., from Foochow. | 
. 17, Dante, German str., from Moji. 
17, Zafiro, Amr. des. ves., from Manila, 
17, Wosang, British str., from Canton. - 
17. Benlarig, British str.. from London. 
17, E. F. Whitney, Brit. sh. from Shanghai: 
18, Hongkong, French str., from Haiphong. 
18, Santa Cruz, Amr. schr., from Yap. 
18, Nanyang, German str., from Canton, 
18, Blenheim, British cruiser, from Singapore, 
18, Manila, British str., from London. 
18, Haitan, British str., from Coast Ports. 
19, Parramatta, British str., from Shanghai. - 
19, Japan, British str., from Yokohama, , 
19, Cuaron, British str., from Bangkok. 
19, Independent, German str., from Bangkok. 
19, Kaifong, British str., from Newchwang. 
19, Konora Maru, Japanese str., from Moji. 
19, Rinsei Marn, Japanese str., from 1 ameui. 
19, Sutlej. British str., from Bombay. : 
19, Columbia, British str., from Tacoma. 2. 
19, ‘T'amsni Maru, Japanese str., from Karatsd. 
19, Taiwan, British str., from Canton. 
19, Kweivang, British str., from Canton. - 
August— DEPARTUBES. is \ 
13, Haichew,. Chinese cruiser, for Shanghai. " 
13. Coptic, British str., for San Francisco. 
13, Peiyany, German str., for Canton. 
14, Kweiyang, British str., for Canton. 
14, Sultan, British str., for Canton. 
14, Wosang, British str., for Canton. 
14, Australian, British str., for Australia, 
14. Melbourne, French str., for Europe. 
14, pene, German str., for Swatow. 
15, Diomed, British str.. for London. 
15, Hanoi, French str., for Hoihow. 
15, Indus, French str., for' Shanghai. 
15, Kwanglee, Chinese -tr., for Shanghai. 
15, Lyeemoon, German str., for Shanghai. 
15, Socutra, British str., for Yokohama. 
15, Nanyang, German str.. for Canton. 
15, Taiwan, British str., for Canton. 
15, Haimnup, British str., for Swatow. 
16, Ask, Danish str., for Hoihos. 
16, Taivan Maru, Jap. str.. for Yokohama. 
16, Duchesse Anne, Fr, bk., for 8. Francisco, 
16, Ancenis, British Lark, for Iloilo. ; 
16, Activ, Norwegian str., for Bangkok, 
16, Hong Leong, British str., for Amoy, 
16, Pronto, German str., for Chefoo. 
16, Hsi Ping, Chinese str., for’ Chefoo, 
16, Kwongsang, British str.for Iloilo. 
16, Lightning, British str., for Caloutte. 
16, Paoting, British str., for Saigon. 
16, Thales; British str., for Swatow. - 
16, Ariel, Norwegian str., for Canton. 
17, Tyr, Norwegian str., for Manila, . 
17, Braemar, British str., for Moji, &e. 
17, Plover, H.B.M. gunboat, for a ornise. 
17, Wongkoi, British str., for Hoihow. 
17, Kamakura Maru, Jap. str., for London. 
17. Craigearn, Brit. str., for New York. : 
17, Keongwai, British str., for Swatow. 
17, Prinz Heinrich, German str., for Europe, 
18, P. C. Kleo, British str., for Bangkok. 
18, Sado Maru, Japanese str., for Nagasaki. 
18, Kaiserin Augusta, German cr , for Manila, 
18, Deucalion, British str., for Sandakan. _ 
19, Formosa, British str., for Amoy. 
19, Erato, German str., for Hamburg. 
19, Frejr, Danish str., for Manila. 
19, Gisela, Austrian str., for Kobe. 
19, Oslo, Norwégian str., for Manila, _ 
19, Taicheong, German str., for Bangkok. 
19, Benledi, British str., for London. 
19, Glauous, British str., for Shanghai. 
19, Nestor, British str., for London. 2a. 
19, Peiyang, German str., for Iloilo. hie 
19, Zafiro, Amr. des. ves., for Manila. 
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